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Good Shepherd E-News
(28 February 2021)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

  

 
Second Sunday in Lent

The Season of Lent
   The Church Year gives us forty days to reflect on and practice
turning from whatever has gotten between us and God and to turn
toward God as an intentional spiritual preparation for the celebration
of Easter. 

   Today is the Second Sunday in Lent. The readings point us to how
God has an eternal persistence and patience that out-loves even
death in order to prohibit anything from getting between God's love
and us.

LESSONS for the Second Sunday in Lent - Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-
16; Psalm 22: 22-30; Romans 4: 13-25; Mark 8: 31-38. 
                                                            (Lectionarypage.net)

The Collect 
  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who
have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
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Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

The Gospel 
Mark 8:31-38

Jesus began to teach his disciples that
the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders,
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. He
said all this quite openly. And Peter took
him aside and began to rebuke him. But
turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things."

He called the crowd with his disciples, and
said to them, "If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and

take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the
sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels."

 

The Love of Sunflowers
     
    How is a sunflower like the Love of God? In his book Speaking of
God Trevor Dennis explains the lesson Jesus began to teach his
disciples in today's Gospel reading through this story of a sunflower:

   After a couple were killed in their
home from a horrendous explosion
destroying their home and the
surrounding area, no one who lived
in the community bothered to clean
up the devastation nor do anything
to mark it as a place where two
people had died. The area became
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worse than run down, it was
desolate. Everything was broken:
buildings, sidewalks, lamp posts.
Nothing grew in the sad, horrible
smelling place, not even weeds. The
only sign people were around was
the graffiti covering the broken
surfaces. For thirty years nothing
changed.
 
   Until one day, a sunflower began
growing in the middle of the area. At first no one noticed because the
people who lived there had become accustomed to not looking around
or paying attention to their surroundings. But as anyone who likes
sunflowers could tell you, it's hard to ignore a sunflower for very long.
Especially one that grew six feet tall with a huge yellow flower
standing above them. Most of the people who lived there had never
seen a sunflower before. It's presence and its beauty had powerful
impact on them. The people changed.
 
   A few people were so moved by the sunflower's beauty they no
longer walked around stooped over as if carrying a great, heavy
weight or burden; they no longer felt tired or dejected or isolated like
so many of the local residents. Most people were confused by the
sunflower because it was so out of place.
 
   The people decided to leave the sunflower alone, believing they
would eventually get used to something so different. But in the end,
they couldn't get used to it. They began to notice that the sunflower
showed their community for what it was: drab, empty, unattractive,
lifeless. This made many people bitter and angry. Like so many who
find it easier to destroy what signals their discomfort instead of
dealing with the source of it, they grew so angry they decided to
destroy the sunflower. A large group of people trampled it, beat it
down, crushed its stem, leaves, and bright, bold yellow petals until it
was unrecognizable from the desolation.
 
   As you might have guessed, it's impossible to stop some things. If
you know anything about sunflowers, you know each beautiful flower
carries inside it many seeds. By trampling the sunflower, the angry
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people had no idea they were actually planting many more
sunflowers; their act of destruction was in fact an act of creation. The
following summer, the area was filled with sunflowers; beauty
overtook destruction, and the people had a beautiful marker for the
loss of the couple who had died there so many years ago.
 
   I love this story because it reminds me of the lesson Jesus was
constantly trying to teach his followers, like we heard in the Gospel
reading today, the lesson of the cross.
 
   The Season of Lent is a time when we followers of Jesus prepare for
the celebration of Easter, and the way we prepare for resurrection life
is by joining Jesus on his journey to the cross. Most people I know
aren't quick to talk about the cross, even if they happen to wear one
made of silver or gold around their neck. Most people would rather
avoid the topic, and it's no wonder. The tragedy, suffering, desolation,
ugliness, and lifelessness of Jesus dying on the cross can remind us of
all the injustice, pain, and suffering in the world and in our lives.
 
   There is more pain the cross can reveal. Like a sunflower standing
in the ruins of a once vital community, the cross can make us
question assumptions we might make about Jesus, ourselves, and
each other. The idea of Jesus hanging broken, suffering, bloody and
powerless might make us wonder how could something so vulnerable
be the incarnate Word of God made flesh. Especially if we imagine
God is invulnerable, powerful, angry, and vengeful. The crucified
Christ challenges such perceptions of God. The cross can also
challenge our assumptions of each other, assumptions like some
people "have it all together" or are happy because of their job,
possessions, or family. Or assumptions some people are superior or
have more value than others because of things like skin color, age,
position, economic status, gender, or identity. The cross has a way of
dissolving such differences into God's beloved who all deserve to be
treated with dignity and respect. The cross stands contrary to how we
might see ourselves based on our profession, academic standing,
skills, abilities, or behaviors. The cross is the uncomfortable reminder
we are all vulnerable and no matter what we have done or left
undone, there isn't anything that will make God not love us. God loves
us not by virtue of our health, looks, accomplishments, choices, or
wealth, but simply because God is love.
 
   As amazingly beautiful as this love is - like a sunflower-, it can still
be source of pain. It can be painful when our assumptions are proven
wrong. It can be a painful realization that strength does not mean
batting away the suffering of physical illness, injury, or financial loss,
grief, disappointment, but enduring through it. It can be humbling to
realize God loves you without you having to earn it and disheartening
to realize God loves the person you can't stand. It is not easy to



Good Shepherd E-News, 28 February 2021

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=b3c13957-0822-4aba-a2ad-19a3a2a7ca26[2/28/2021 10:26:09 PM]

understand the cross only looks like an ending, but is really a doorway
to new life, one that doesn't have to look like life as it does now.
 
   That might be why Peter spoke against Jesus and his teaching in
today's Gospel. Peter like the other disciples left the life he knew, the
one he was comfortable in, the one he could count on to not change,
the one he understood and was equipped to handle, all in order to
follow Jesus. He left his security, or at least his perceived security, to
follow Jesus and perhaps understandably wanted to see some sign of
security in the path Jesus offered. To be told by your leader they are
going to suffer and die and rise again would be not only unbelievable,
it was unthinkable. As their leader, Jesus needed to think of his
disciples and be aware their welfare depended on him. He needed to
give a show of being able to provide a life of security and prosperity
for his followers. But as understandable as this thinking might be, we
know it isn't the stuff of new life, of resurrection life. Which accounts
for Jesus calling Peter "Satan" and telling him to get behind him.
 
   In the Hebrew scriptures, Satan is the Accuser, not the embodiment
of evil. The Accuser was one of God's angels whose job was to accuse
or judge when humans followed their own selfish ways instead of God.
In the Book of Job, we see this angel is so fatigued by how prevalent
this behavior is, he bets God even the best person on earth won't be
able to resist the temptation to curse God when things get difficult,
when they suffer. In today's Gospel, Jesus seems to recognize this
temptation in Peter's rebuke, which may be why he called him
"Satan". Jesus is about to show even the Accuser how far God is
willing to go to show each and every one of us how much God loves
us. Not by removing suffering or providing a life free from loss, but by
participating it.
 
   We, like Peter, might feel the temptation to see Jesus as our
personal Messiah instead of the suffering one, the hero who will save
or spare us from suffering and get us whatever worldly security we
yearn for. But Jesus didn't live, die, and rise again to provide a new
way to make our old lives work. Jesus didn't become incarnate, die,
and rise again so that we could build big church buildings and fill them
with people, or get our dream job, or dream car, or whatever we think
will make us happy. Jesus came to show us how far God is willing to
go to be near us, to be with us, even if it means suffering with us.
That is why those old ways - those assumptions I mentioned earlier -
need to die, so they could be transformed into doorways of new life
that might look like sunflowers taking over a former wasteland.
 
   Many of us have noticed how this long, on-going pandemic had
brought to light so much suffering and injustice we were not aware of
before. Perhaps we had become so conditioned to the way things were
we didn't notice them before. Because the pandemic has gone on so
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long, many people are reporting fatigue. They are tired of taking
safety precautions like mask wearing, social distancing, staying away
from large gatherings, and all that hand washing. But what they really
seem to be tired of is seeing over and over again the problems we
have as individuals, families, churches, communities, society, and a
country. Even more troubling is how these problems are not easy to
solve. Perhaps today's Gospel and the lesson of the cross might give
us hope and courage to let another assumption go: the assumption
that after the pandemic is over, we will go back to the way things
were before. Perhaps today's Gospel lesson might encourage us to
envision a different version of normal that learns from our
observations during this pandemic. Perhaps Jesus' lesson about the
cross can help us realize the suffering we are enduring during this
pandemic can help us grieve losses and figure out what is necessary
to change. Perhaps today's Gospel might embolden us to put into
practice changes that will make our world, our families, our church,
our community, more like a community transformed from the
devastation of unawareness and unresolved grief to being covered
with the new resurrection life like so many beautiful sunflowers.

 A video of the sermon was not recorded this week.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants, and refugees. We
pray for Joe, our President, Kamala, our Vice-President, Mike, our
Governor, the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John, our
Canon of the Ordinary, the search process for a new bishop, and for
Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell, our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris
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L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and
Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary Ann Baitinger; David
Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl
Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall,
Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, David
Malawista, Judy McGinn, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya
Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren
O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Flo Roach, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker
and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman,
Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for
them. * 

Anniversary:  Phyllis and Richard Dean (3/3)

Birthdays:  Sandy Oney (2/28), Chris Coleman (2/28), Ted Foster
(3/1), Zelma Coleman (3/2), Thaden Brient (3/3), Jim Walker (3/5),
Peter Buckley (3/6), Sister Faith Margaret (3/6)

For Those have died:  Steve Garman

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, February 28, 2021

Music recorded for Lent 2

1.  O man lament thy sins great
sin  J.S. Bach

2.  I Call on Thee Lord Jesus Christ 
J.S. Bach (Hymn 634)

3.  Chorale and Partita on "Lord
who throughout these forty
days" Healey Willan  (Hymn 142)

Music Links for Lent 2

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#4d2a3f2c252c2020223a283f340d2c2221632e2220
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LamentThySinsGreat(28feb2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LamentThySinsGreat(28feb2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ICallToTheeJesusChrist(28feb2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePartitaLordTheseForty(28feb2021)HWillan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePartitaLordTheseForty(28feb2021)HWillan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePartitaLordTheseForty(28feb2021)HWillan.mp3
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Hymn 401 - The God of Abraham praise

Hymn 707 - Take my life and let it be

Psalm 22:22-30
This psalm is sung in Anglican chant style but to a contemporary
chant.

Anthem - Take up your cross  Hymn 675

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Every year George Semsel sends
roses to the church in memory of
Rosemary Semsel on her
birthday. 

The roses have been placed in the
worship space where they were
meant to go and we have shared a
photo so folks can enjoy the
bouquet as if they were in the
building themselves.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzQMrjnAZXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDegoFFX7H4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCN_733I_UE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCe5smMobsw
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Last Friday we promised a night shot of the COVID-19 Memorial.  The
project is not quite finished and located in a good location away from
so much competing light, but there is no doubt it is going to work out
well.
 

    

Living Well Through Lent 2021

You are invited to download a
FREE pdf of the Living Compass Lent
Devotional Listening With All Our Heart,
Mind, Soul, and Strength.
 
This very attractive booklet is about 80
pages (4.54 MB), but should download
without any problem.  If you have trouble
with the link or want to learn more first, go

https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
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to livingcompass.org where you can also
download the devotional directly.

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected] .  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact Alex Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
[email protected].
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

On Friday the building is cleaned and fumigated and is not to be

https://www.livingcompass.org/
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#5a283f2c3e3f382d353536293f231a3d373b333674393537
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#c7aaa6a4aca5b2a4ac87bea6afa8a8e9a4a8aa
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#d9bfb6aaadbcabadb199b6b1b0b6f7bcbdac
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#036162716162716243606b6c64702d6c7164
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entered by anyone.

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#9bf8f3f4fce8dbf8f3f4fce8b5f4e9fc
http://www.chogs.org/
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