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Good Shepherd E-News
(14 February 2021)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Transfiguration Sunday: 
the Last Sunday in Epiphany

Epiphany is the time between the celebration of Christmas and the
penitential season of Lent. The word epiphany means a revealing or
discovery. Epiphany is a season the Church gives us to reflect on the
revelation of who Jesus is.
   Every year on the last Sunday in Epiphany we are always invited to
go to the mountaintop with Jesus and witness his transfiguration- a
change in his outward appearance that reveals who he really his- and
to see what else the mountaintop has for us.

LESSONS for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany - 2 Kings 2:1-
12; Psalm 50:1- 6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9. 
                                                            (Lectionarypage.net)

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.lectionarypage.net/
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The Collect 
  

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his
glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith
the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross,
and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

The Gospel 
Mark 9:2-9

Jesus took with him Peter and
James and John, and led them up
a high mountain apart, by
themselves.  And he was
transfigured before them, and his
clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could
bleach them.  And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is
good for us to be here; let us
make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah." He did not know what to
say, for they were terrified. Then
a cloud overshadowed them, and
from the cloud there came a
voice, "This is my Son, the

Beloved; listen to him!"  Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.

He Didn't See It Coming      
    There is something about
mountaintops, the Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church, the Most
Rev. Michael Curry writes in his
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book Love is the Way Holding on to
Hope in Troubling Times, that
"cause the jaw to drop and the soul
to sing."
 
   This is the thought that came to
mind when he was flying from
Nairobi to Burundi. Bishop Curry recalls he was reading a book during
the flight when another bishop sitting behind him tapped him on the
shoulder and said, "I'm sorry to interrupt your reading, but look out
the window." When he lifted his eyes from his book, Bishop Curry was
greeted by the magnificent sight of Mt. Kilimanjaro's snowy peak. It
sent shivers down his spine and gave the bishop pause to reflect on
the sheer majesty of mountains rising up from the earth. And made
him think it's no wonder the Bible considered mountaintops to be holy
places where people can come close to God and God can come close
to people.
 
   For example, Moses first encountered God in a burning bush on a
mountain when God called him to lead the People of Israel out of
Egypt. It was on a mountaintop God gave Moses the Law in the form
of the Ten Commandments. Moses wasn't the only prophet to
encounter God on a mountaintop. There was the time Elisha hid his
face in the crag of a mountain while God passed by and Elisha knew
God had come close by the powerful silence all around him. Of course
Jesus delivered his famous Sermon on the Mount from a mountain.
 
   It is no coincidence the author of Mark's Gospel puts all three
important figures together on a mountaintop this Transfiguration
Sunday. Together they remind us and Jesus' three disciples of the
holiness of mountaintops.
 
   This kind of holy encounter was known to ancient people around the
world. As he gazed at the awesome sight of Mt. Kilimanjaro, our
Presiding Bishop recalled the ancient Celtic people believed
mountaintops were "thin places" because they were places where the
boundaries between heaven and earth were so very thin, they were
almost touching. He observed it is from both literal and figurative
mountains prophets saw a new heaven and a new earth, like Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s final speech where he proclaimed he'd been
to the mountaintop and witnessed a new and better day, the beloved
community.
 
   Bishop Curry also writes in his book that you don't have to travel to
a literal mountain to have a mountaintop experience where you come
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close to God and God comes close to you. They can happen anywhere.
But the mountaintop moments that had the most powerful impact on
our Presiding Bishop are the ones like he experienced on that plane
ride, the ones he didn't see coming.
 
   In his book, Bishop Curry describes two such mountaintop
experiences. One was at Kanuga Conference Center, an Episcopal
retreat center in North Carolina where people suffering from HIV/AIDS
and their families had gathered for a weekend retreat. Bishop Curry
met people from all walks of life at that retreat, all genders, ages,
nationalities, and socioeconomic status were in attendance because
AIDS, like all viruses, does not discriminate. Yet there came a moment
during that retreat, when everyone was gathered for worship when, as
Bishop Curry writes, "We could feel an energy not our own, the very
Spirit of God filling the place. For a moment, all our egos fell away,
and with them, our differences. We experienced ourselves as friendly
souls, free and whole, and beloved." The memory of this moment
gives him hope for our church and our country.
 
     My favorite of the Presiding Bishop's mountaintop moments was
one he not only didn't see coming, but he was also invited into by the
most unlikely person.
 
   This one happened when he was doing a pastoral visit to a diocese
in the southwest that ended with a banquet where he gave the
keynote address; after which people were invited to meet him, ask a
question, or take a selfie with him. Bishop Curry writes as the line
formed one individual stood out from all the excited, happy,
enthusiastic majority of folks waiting their turn to meet him. I mean
this individual literally stood out, being at least six foot five inches tall.
In addition, he was sporting a truly magnificent beard, was dressed
differently, and his face was stern and serious. When he got closer,
Bishop Curry wasn't too sure what kind of meeting this was going to
be. But the man shook his hand and said, "I'm so glad you are my
bishop and that you're my brother."
 
   Then he told Bishop Curry his story: both his grandfather and father
were members of the Ku Klux Klan. When he left for college, he
moved away from the town he grew up in and started attending a
different church than he'd been raised in - an Episcopal Church. In the
Episcopal Church he was accepted and felt safe enough to tell his
story and the people in that parish didn't shame or shun him, they
loved him. The man told Bishop Curry the members of that parish
taught him about the unconditional love of God, they helped him "find
the truth of his faith. They helped him heal."
 
   Before the man left, he and Bishop Curry embraced, and Bishop
Curry writes, suddenly they "were on the mountaintop. He took me
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there. And in turn, his church had taken him there... Their love
changed his world and our world with it. Love does that."
 
   Every year on Transfiguration Sunday, the Gospel takes us to the
mountaintop where Jesus is seen conversing with two Old Testament
prophets so beloved they could be considered heroes of the faith, two
Biblical figures who are no strangers to mountaintops and holy
encounters with God. Every year we read about Jesus' clothing
glowing and the Voice from heaven audible on earth commanding
Jesus' awe-struck disciples who obviously didn't see this coming, to
listen to Jesus, God's own beloved Son. Most years sermons about this
Gospel inform and remind us why Jesus' clothing glowed: as a sign of
who he really is. Jesus is the Messiah, he wasn't spewing fake news or
living in a fantasy when he talked about God's Kingdom drawing near.
He is the real deal. Sermons are also quick to chastise Peter's offer to
build structures to hold this mountaintop moment as long as he can to
make it last. Every Transfiguration sermon is likely to remind us Jesus
didn't stay on the mountaintop; he went down into the real world and
that means followers of his must do the same. We can't stay in the
glory; we have to return to the real world and follow Jesus all the way
to the cross. There is nothing wrong with this message. It's a good
reminder for us. But in times like these with overwhelming realities
like the pandemic, the revealing of racial injustices, the violent
insurrection at our nation's Capital, maybe this year it might be
beneficial to pay closer attention to the mountaintop before being too
eager to return to what we call "the real world".
 
   Maybe this year we need those mountaintop stories where God
came close to someone and someone came close to God. Maybe this
year we need the reminder that just because these holy moments are
brief and fleeting doesn't mean they aren't transformative. Maybe we
need the reminder you don't have to climb an actual mountain in
order to come close to God and for God to come close to you, in fact
you don't even need to see it coming. You don't have to plan or work
to create these moments, you just need to be open to receiving God's
love, even if it is from an unexpected source, and willing to give that
same love. Maybe this year we need one person's mountaintop
moments to remind us of their power, their possibilities, and to
awaken memories of our own mountaintop moments when we felt God
come close to us and we felt close to God. Not so we can dwell in the
past, but to be reminded of how the love of God can and does change
the world one moment in one person's life at a time.
 
   Of course we can't live on the mountaintop. But as Bishop Curry
writes, "the mountaintop can live in us." Because the mountaintop can
live in us, there is hope for us all, hope for that better day, when
beloved community is real for all God's children, when forgiveness is
practiced with generosity. We who have been to the mountaintop can
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live in hope because we know the reality of the power of God's love to
heal the hurting, to bind the broken, to renew the exhausted, to set
free the captive, to create the new heaven and new earth in us, in
moments we might not see coming.

  

 Watch a video of this sermon HERE.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants, and refugees. We
pray for Joe, our President, Kamala, our Vice-President, Mike, our
Governor, the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John, our
Canon of the Ordinary, the search process for a new bishop, and for
Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell, our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and
Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary Ann Baitinger; David
Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl
Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall,
Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, David
Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald
and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
and Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them.  * 

Anniversary:  Luisa Lescano and Thaden Brient (2/18)

https://youtu.be/mCwEE3IhZCk
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Birthdays:  Luisa Lescano  (2/18)

For the deceased:  Leslie Johnson

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, February 14, 2021

Music Recorded:

1.   Hymn #135  Songs of
Thankfulness and Praise (Salxburg)

2.   Prelude on Songs of
Thankfulness and Praise, James
Biery (b.1956) (Hymn 135)

3.  The Quiet Church  Mark Fax
(1911-1974)
     Along with other featured
composers during Black History
month, Mr. Fax was active in the
African Diaspora Music Project. He
earned degrees from Syracuse
University and Eastman School of
Music. From 1934-1942 he taught at
Paine College, Augusta, George where
he organized the first music
curriculum. From 1947-1973 he
served as Director of the School of Music at Howard University.

4.  Chorale-prelude on (How Bright Appears the Morning Star -
Wie schon leuchtet- Hymn 497)  Dietrich Buxtehude

Hymns for listening:

Hymn 135 - Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#fe998c9f969f939391899b8c87be9f9192d09d9193
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Hymn135SongsThankfulnessPraise(14feb2021)Salxburg.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Hymn135SongsThankfulnessPraise(14feb2021)Salxburg.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeSongsThankfulnessPraiseHymn135(14feb2021)JBiery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeSongsThankfulnessPraiseHymn135(14feb2021)JBiery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/QuietChurch(14feb2021)MFax.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HowBrightAppearsMorningStar(14feb2021)DBuxtehude.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pMeX_0sLX4
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O wondrous type

Christ upon the mountain peak  Hymnal 129

Christ upon the mountain peak  Hymnal 130

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

    

Living Well Through Lent 2021

You are invited to download a
FREE pdf of the Living Compass Lent
Devotional Listening With All Our Heart,
Mind, Soul, and Strength.
 
This very attractive booklet is about 80
pages (4.54 MB), but should download
without any problem.  If you have trouble
with the link or want to learn more first, go
to livingcompass.org where you can also
download the devotional directly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHUKiz3t4qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDEOh5EjMOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrBq2mAidZ0&t=13s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
https://shop.livingcompass.org/a/downloads/-/7dc33bfbbe15adff/09f0f74d972c83c1
https://www.livingcompass.org/
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For this Sunday's
music Marsha
Reilly coxed
Barbara Martin
out of the office
to ring some hand
bells for The
Quiet Church.  

Be patient; the
bells do not sound
until the last part
of this short
piece,

. . . . . and note
that everybody is
appropriately
distanced and
masked. Good for
them!
  

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/QuietChurch(14feb2021)MFax.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/QuietChurch(14feb2021)MFax.mp3
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected] .  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact Alex Buckley, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
[email protected].
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#75071003111017021a1a1906100c351218141c195b161a18
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#640905070f0611070f241d050c0b0b4a070b09
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f6909985829384829eb6999e9f99d8939283
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Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

On Friday the building is cleaned and fumigated and is not to be
entered by anyone.

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#71131003131003103112191e16025f1e0316
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#0f6c6760687c4f6c6760687c21607d68
http://www.chogs.org/
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