
Second Sunday
of Advent

5 December 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for the Second Sunday of Advent: Malachi 3: 1-4; Canticle 16; Philippians 1: 3-
11; Luke 3:1-6. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our
sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the
prophet Isaiah,

https://www.lectionarypage.net


"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
         make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
         and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
         and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"

The Sermon

There Are No Unimportant People

Aren’t name droppers irritating? You, know those
people who insert into every conversation the important
people they have met, or presented with at a
conference, or know socially. To me, it feels like they
are trying to impress me, or make me feel less
important because I don’t run in the same social circles.

           At first glance, it might seem like the author of
Luke is up to the same trick as the first sentence in
today’s Gospel lists not one, not two but seven of the
most prestigious, important, and powerful men of the
time. Their names represent not just power and
prestige; combined these men held ALL the political,

economic, military, and religious power in Jerusalem. These were the elite, the
influencers, the billionaires going into space of their time. 

           Before that long first sentence in our Gospel reading ends, the author of Luke
drops two more names: John the son of Zechariah, who is also known as John the
Baptist. We might not think John belongs with such illustrious company, but by virtue of
his ancestry, he did. You see, both John’s father and his mother were born in the priestly
class, which made him part of that same class. In this time, being a priest in the Jewish
religion was less about hearing a call from God and more about what class you were
born into; similar to how some people are born into the wealthy class today. Because
both of his parents were from the priestly class, John was supposed to follow in his
father’s footsteps and should have been up to whatever men in that class got up to in the
temple in Jerusalem, adding his name to the list of important people.

           But that is not where we find him in today’s Gospel. Instead, we learn he was not
anywhere important doing anything impressive; he was in the wilderness.

           This detail tells us something extraordinary about John. That he had rejected the
class he had been born into. He had walked away from being important in order to walk
in the wilderness.

           In the Bible the wilderness is more than an area outside of a city. The wilderness
is theological ground, it evokes images of the journey God’s People made from slavery in
Egypt to the promised land. Wilderness is an intentional place God sent people to learn
how to depend not on the important, nor the political, nor their own ability to survive on



their own, but where people learned to depend on God. The wilderness was a place to
renew relationship with God.
 
           This is significant because it was to the man who eschewed his birthright, the
prestige of working in the temple and hanging out with the powerful, that the word of God
came to. The word of God did not come to those wealthy, powerful men of privilege. The
word of God did not come to the ruling class. It came to the guy in the wilderness, the
person who believed all the illusions of power and status are not important to God.

           Perhaps the author of Luke’s Gospel wasn’t name dropping when they listed all
those names and places in the first sentence of today’s Gospel reading. Perhaps they
were doing something much more Biblical by introducing us to the last prophet in the
style of the Old Testament. In the books Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Hosea, and Isaiah we read
similar introductions of other Old Testament prophets. Prophets played a vital role in the
Bible, they were the people God called on to give the difficult to hear message to God’s
People that they were failing to follow God’s ways, they had gone astray, and were
following their own selfish desires or blindly following the politicians, social influencers, or
billionaire celebrities of their day. The prophets called the people to repent, to change
their ways, to return to following God who was eager to welcome them back. Sometimes
the people listened, sometimes they didn’t, and most of the time, prophets met with
resistance, rejection, and sometimes were killed.

           By the time of John, there had not been a prophetic voice from God in hundreds
of years. There was the belief prophecy had died out, but the faithful still hoped such a
voice would return, and when that time came, God would renew God’s covenant with
God’s People once again. This hope was fulfilled when the word of God came to John in
the wilderness.

           We heard John received this word and began to spread it around, preaching
repentance, preaching change, because God was going to keep God’s promise that all
the things that prevent people from seeing the salvation of God, those things poetically
described as valleys or mountains and rough roads will be filled in, made low, or
smoothed out. In other words, whatever made God inaccessible, God will make
accessible. It also means those hierarchies represented by the names of the powerful in
today’s Gospel will be overturned, not by zealots, but by God. And what it means to be
important will also change.

           It is a promise God kept in Jesus, and this same promise will be fulfilled when
Jesus returns. This is the hope we remember during the season of Advent. A season
that belongs to John the Baptist, the last Old Testament prophet who prepared the way
for God to work God’s love into the world in a new way. Before Jesus, before Mary and
Joseph, before the angels, we have a man in the wilderness. One who doesn’t look very
important to others, but who God chose to do the important work of preparing for the
new thing God is up to.

           Perhaps one of the hopeful messages of Advent is when we have no names to
drop and feel unimportant, or worry for the people the world overlooks, John’s voice
continues to cry out like one from the wilderness reminding us those are the very same
people who matter to God and may be the very people God is working through to restore
all creation to God’s love.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZRIETN4IzU


The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the Second Sunday of
Advent, December 5, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Louisa and
family, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt,
David Burton, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick
Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Monya
Monroe, Mike, Abi and Leeanna Morgan, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien,
Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman,
Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music for December 5,



Advent 2 – year C 2021

Recorded from Service

Prelude: Savior of the nations
come   J.S. Bach

Kyrie: S96

Offertory Hymn 65  Prepare the way
O Zion

Sanctus S130

Communion Music:  Creator of the Stars of Night   Gerald Near

Postlude:   Savior of the nations come J. S Bach

Listening Links

Savior of the nations come (Hymnal 54)

Redeemer of the nations come (Hymn 55) – plainchant version sung in Latin. Hymn 54
(above) is derived from this chant. This particular performance is an arrangement of the
chant.

Creator of the stars of night (Hymn 66)

Canticle 16 – Song of Zechariah   BCP 92

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeSaviorNations(5dec2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/S96Kyrie(5dec2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PrepareWayOZion(5dec2021)Hymnal65.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SanctusS130(5dec2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/CreatorStarsNight(5dec2021)GNear.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PostludeSaviorNations(5dec2021)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldb56S3ZQ7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTmlG7J_WZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zibWoP4RJ14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptF0aybnoUc
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Advent Lessons and Carols

Are you missing our Advent Lessons and Carols?  

Then you might enjoy this one from Washington National Cathedral.

Or this one from our Diocesan Cathedral in Cincinnati.

Or this one from Advent Lessons and Carols, December 2016, Church of the Good
Shepherd Come Thou Redeemer.

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:
Sunday, December 12, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist

Coming Up: 

Tuesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 p.m. - - Andy Morgan Service (Reception Follows)

Thursday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, Zoom

Sunday, December 19, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Saturday, December 25 - - Christmas Day

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

CrossRoads Café is open Mon-Fr 9:30 am - 11:30 am and Sundays after church.

This Morning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwR1FJ3-dts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNWvw8Mo7uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jllzAjlpIRQ




Announcements

No Stone Left

Would you like to help us prepare for Andy Morgan's funeral on the 14th? There is one
job every one of us can do: help move stones onto the hills in front of the church.
Buckets of stones are by the outside entrance to the chapel. All you have to do is place
the stones anywhere on the black tarp material on the hills. Even if you can do half a
bucket, it will help. And is good exercise if you want to take a break during OU exam
week. Thank you for helping leave no stone left in a bucket.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

