
Fourth Sunday
of Advent

19 December 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for the Fourth Sunday of Advent: Micah 5: 2-5a; Canticle 15; Hebrews 10: 5-
10; Luke 1: 39-45. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ,
at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 1:39-45(46-55)

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb.
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."

https://www.lectionarypage.net


[And Mary said,

"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."]

The Sermon

When Women Sing

If you are paying attention, it might seem like there is a fair amount of repetition in our
service this morning. The words of the Gospel are basically the same as the words in the
Canticle we said together. This repetition is intentional. I wanted to show you that many
of the prayers in our Book of Common Prayer actually come from the Bible. Canticle 15
and its Rite I counterpart Canticle 3, also known as the Magnificat, are found in the Daily
Office, the section of the prayer book for the services we are to pray either together or
alone every morning, noon, and evening. Today we are reminded this particular song or
prayer comes from Luke’s Gospel where it was sung by Mary, the mother of Jesus
before he was born.

           In repeating the words of the Magnificat today, I also wanted to impress upon you
how this song is part of a long tradition of songs sung by women throughout the Bible,
and how important it is to pay attention when Biblical women sing.

           The women of the Bible have been singing for a long, long time. Scholars believe
that the oldest portion in all the books the Bible is not the story of God creating the world



in Genesis. It isn’t the account of the Israelites fleeing slavery in Egypt. No, the oldest,
most ancient written material in all the Bible is found in the fifth chapter in the book
Judges in the Old Testament. That entire chapter is a song sung by a woman, the
prophet, military leader, and judge Deborah. It tells how Israel defeated a threat to its
people by the heroic act of another woman named Jael who killed the leader of their
enemy. It’s a song sung by a woman that lifts up the act of another woman as evidence
of God keeping God’s promise to protect God’s people and rescue them from oppression.

           Deborah’s song isn’t the only
one that praises God and sees God
active in the life of God’s people. The
song of Judith at the end of the book
Judith has a similar message. There is
also the song of Miriam in the book
Exodus where Miriam played the
tambourine and sang of God’s saving
act in rescuing God’s people from
slavery in Egypt by parting the waters
of the Red Sea to make safe, dry land
for them to walk on. The song of
Hannah in 1 Samuel expresses
gratitude that God ended her
barrenness and in so doing also

praises God by saying God notices, embraces, and frees the forgotten, those who go
unnoticed by the rest of the world. The song of Hannah points to how God likes to
reverse the world we created to make it more like how God intends us to live.

           Today we hear two more women sing in the Gospel. Elizabeth’s joyful song
praises God and Mary for her belief that God will fulfill God’s promises. Her song might
be shorter than Mary’s, but it is no less important. Elizabeth proclaims Jesus Lord, the
first person to do so in Luke’s Gospel. That she makes such a proclamation before he is
born may point to these words being written long after Jesus’ resurrection, but they are
still meant to impress us with Elizabeth’s belief that through Mary’s obedient trust in God,
the savior is coming into the world.

           We can also see this when Elizabeth calls Mary “blessed among women”. While
this phrase has become a common religious way of referring exclusively to Mary, it was
used in some of the other songs women sing in the Bible to refer to any woman in
Israelite history who helped deliver God’s people from danger or evil. This might
disappoint some who like to think the phrase only refers to Mary, but it doesn’t have to. It
can help us realize how important women are in the salvation history in the Bible and
recognize the salvation Mary sang about in the next song we hear in today’s Gospel.

           Mary’s song, the Magnificat, has been both celebrated and censored for
centuries. It is a song of liberation on many levels: personal, social, moral, and economic.
It is a song that resonates with the oppressed, which means leaders of oppressive
governments sometimes ban it, like the Guatemalan government did in the 1980’s. It is a
song of joy. Mary sings how God has finally fulfilled God’s promise to save God’s people
and she is all too happy to be part of it. Her song names how God chooses solidarity with
the suffering to heal, redeem and liberate all people. It’s a song of revolution. Mary sings
about how through her amazing pregnancy God has lifted up the lowly, sent the rich
away empty, brought down the powerful, fed the hungry. The world has been turned
upside down. God has acted not through the wealthy, influential, powerful, the royalty,
the natural born leaders, or the men of high status. God has acted through someone



without financial security, without high status, without all the things society deems of
value: a poor woman in a small backwater town. And through this woman’s sacrifice,
God has liberated God’s people from the tyranny of sin and evil.

           This has led scholar and former Bishop of Durham N.T. Wright to call Mary’s song
“the Gospel before the Gospel.” It has inspired other scholars to call Mary the first and
model disciple because she believed in God keeping God’s promise and lived into that
belief by sacrificing any security she might have had.

           We still sing or recite Mary’s song to this very day, as we did this morning in place
of the psalm. I wonder when we recite it, if we feel a connection to the words, or if we are
inspired by the belief of a woman who said yes to God or if we notice the dark side to her
song. The part where the rich are sent away empty. The powerful are brought down.
Such reversal will not feel as good to them as it does for the hungry who are filled with
good things. Today, when I see people struggle with the many changes caused by the
pandemic and changes in our economy, like people demanding higher pay and better
jobs, I can’t help but wonder if I am hearing the whisper of the Magnificat behind these
changes. It makes me wonder at the discomfort. Like the discomfort previously large
churches that once boasted thousands of people and million-dollar budgets now feel as
membership drops and giving declines. Or institutions that abused power and employees
or students and now struggle financially. Are they not the powerful feeling fearful they
are being cast down?

           Mary’s song also makes me think about the times when I experience discomfort in
a way that gives me hope. Because if I ever feel cast down or empty, it makes me look
at what is happening around me and wonder if something good is going on. Something
liberating, something revolutionary, something joyful that means change like the Kingdom
of God is near. It makes me wonder if discomfort can signal God is at work in the world
right now. And as for the those being displaced, the lofty who now feel lowly, hope is not
lost for them. They are perhaps free for the first time to discover God has not forsaken
them; God is with them. The promise of God is not the promise of punishment and
violence, it is the promise of mercy, the promise of love. As Mary’s song still testifies:
God has not given up on us.

           This is the promise we see in all the songs the women of the Bible sing about.
And that is why when women of the Bible sing, empires break into a sweat and tremble
at the threat of their decay. When women of the Bible sing, the past is remembered not
with nostalgia but as times when God stepped in and saved God’s people. When women
of the Bible sing, the poor, the suffering, the lonely and the fallen hear the good news
that God has not forgotten them and is with them and will lift them up. When women of
the Bible sing, people find hope in difficult times. When women of the Bible sing, the
Kingdom of God gets a little closer. When women of the Bible sing, there is joy and
perhaps even the encouragement and strength we all need to carry on trusting God and
growing closer to Jesus as we persevere in loving God and each other. All of this can
happen when we listen to the women of the Bible sing.

Watch a video of Mother
Deborah's Sermon HERE.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the Fourth
Sunday of Advent, December 19, 2021

https://youtu.be/4Wuq9T-b2Lw
https://youtu.be/4Wuq9T-b2Lw


Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon,
Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, Danny Cain, Zelma
Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty,
Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Barbara Harnish, Susanne
Hill, Nancy and Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Douglas Parsons and
Michele Parsons, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Ann Shelly, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, Zita Zolpys, and
we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays: Marsha Dutton (12/19), Joanne Larson (12/23)

Those who have died: Natsu Taylor

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music for December 19,
Advent 4 – year C 2021



Recorded from Service

Prelude - Chant and Meditation on
“O come, o come, Emmanuel” John
Behnke

S96 – Kyrie 

Offertory Hymn -  - Hymnal 56 “O
come, O come Emmanuel” Stanzas 4-
8.

Sanctus - S130

Communion Music -- "O come, o come Emmanuel" Setting by John Ferguson

Postlude -  - Finale from “Antiphons on the Magnificat” Marcel Dupre

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Advent Lessons and Carols

Are you missing our Advent Lessons and Carols?  

Then you might enjoy this one from Washington National Cathedral.

Or this one from our Diocesan Cathedral in Cincinnati.

Or this one from Advent Lessons and Carols, December 2016, Church of the Good
Shepherd Come Thou Redeemer.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChantMeditationOComeOCome(19dec2021)JBehnke.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/S96Kyrie(19dec2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OComeOComeEmmanuel (19dec2021)Hymnal56.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SanctusS130 (19dec2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OComeOcomeEmmanuel(19dec2021)JFerguson.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FinaleAntiphonsMagnificant(19dec2021)MDupre.mp3
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwR1FJ3-dts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNWvw8Mo7uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jllzAjlpIRQ


A Christmas Message from the Rector

The weary world rejoices,
for yonder breaks a

new and glorious morn
           O Holy Night translated from French by John S. Dwight

Sometimes Christmas carols are more than beautiful, comforting, and inspiring.
Sometimes, they embody the faith we sing about. That’s what happened on Christmas
Eve 1871 during the Franco-Prussian War when a French soldier climbed out of his
trench. He stood unarmed in the dangerous “no man’s land” of the battlefield and sang O
Holy Night to his enemy. This inspired all the soldiers, weary from waging war on each
other, to call a truce, a rest from fighting, as an expression of the belief that “a new and
glorious morn” where war will be no more is on the horizon.

The words of O Holy Night encompass the pain and suffering of the world because of the
presence of sin and the hope of redemption and salvation through the birth of Jesus.
The carol can humble us, as it did for soldiers in 1871, by reminding us, no matter how
weary we grow hope is only a morning away.

I’ve heard so many people in so many walks of life tell me that 2021 turned out to be a
much more difficult year than 2020. There have been plenty of events in our nation,
town, and personal lives to make us weary. The promise of a return to the way things
were before the pandemic turned out to be an empty one. Many of us are still trying to
adapt to an ever-changing world.

The carol O Holy Night shines a light on what we celebrate at Christmas: a rest from the
sin that drains us to focus on the hope of salvation. The world may be weary, but it is not
despairing. On Christmas the world rejoices. Not because of good food, gifts, or family
gatherings, but because the birth of Jesus is evidence of God’s tremendous love for us
and heralds the in-breaking of a new day where we will all live in peace. Even the idea of
the weary world rejoicing gives me hope and encouragement to carry on because it
reminds me of the promise Jesus made: “come to me all who are weary, and I will give
you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

Christmas is the celebration of God making the weary world God’s home in the Mystery
of the Incarnation and the reminder God’s promises are never empty. They are full of
love, and on Christmas the weary can rest and rejoice as we get another glimpse of the
glorious new day God promises. Whether you join me at one of the in-person Christmas
services at Church of the Good Shepherd this year or join us online, my family and I wish
you and yours a rest from whatever makes you weary and all the hope, peace, love, and
joy of Christmas.

Merry Christmas,

Mother Deborah
The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, Rector, Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd



Here is a link to Presiding Bishop Curry’s Christmas message.

This Morning

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 4 candles.

https://fb.watch/9YYpzVCeuz/


Coming up on the Calendar

This week:



Monday, December 20, 10:30 a.m. - - Greening of the Church

Friday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. - - Christmas Eve Service (organ prelude 6:30 p.m.)

Saturday, December 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Coming Up: 

Tuesday, December 28, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (breakfast at IHOP)

Sunday, January 2, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 9, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 16, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Thursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, January 23, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 30, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 30, After Service - - All Parish Annual Meeting

CrossRoads Café will be closed December 20, 2021 - January 8, 2022

Announcements

Christmas Services 2021

December 24 Christmas Eve 7:00 pm, Organ Prelude 6:30 pm

A traditional service with carols, sermon, and Holy Eucharist. Thank you for continuing to
care for each other and our community by keeping up the covid practices: wear a face
mask, keep six feet distance, and in the spirit of Christmas, let’s make room for Christ by
being patient and kind with each other.

December 25 Christmas Day 11:00 am

Celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation with Holy Eucharist and a different kind of sermon
for people of all ages. Thank you for continuing to care for each other and our community
by keeping up the covid practices: wear a face mask, keep six feet distance, and in the



spirit of Christmas, let’s make room for Christ by being patient and kind with each other.

Whether you join us in-person or on-line, we hope you join us for the celebration
of Christmas.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Tomorrow
Traditional Greening of the Church Monday,

December 20 10:30 am

One sign we are nearly through Advent and almost to
Christmas is the traditional Greening of the Church. If you
would like to help get the church building ready for our
celebration of Christmas, please join the altar guild at 10:30
am. There are plenty of tasks for people of all sizes and
strengths. Many hands make for light work. Thank you for
helping out!

Nominating Committee Report
The following slate was approved at the December 16th vestry meeting. This proposed
slate will be voted on at this year's Parish Annual Meeting, January 30th.

Senior Warden - Alexandra Buckley (1 year term, able to serve for 3 consecutive years)
Junior Warden - Theodore Foster (1 year term, able to serve for 3 consecutive years)
Treasurer - Allyn Reilly
Secretary - David Burton
Vestry - David Burton, Gregory Proctor (2 people, 3 year term)

Student Rep. to Vestry - none for 2022 due to pandemic (1 year term).

Delegates to Diocese Annual Convention: Jack Fleming, Allyn Reilly
(Alex Buckley and Theodore Foster are also delegates because they are wardens).

Alternates to Convention: Norm Fox, Anne Walker

CrossRoads Café on Break for Christmas and New Year's

CrossRoads Café will be closed December 20, 2021 - January 8, 2022 for Christmas and
New Year's. We open again Sunday, January 9 after church and resume our weekly
schedule Monday - Friday 9:30 am - 11:00 am starting January 10. If you need coffee
during the break, email Eleanor at longmeimei@hotmail.com.

mailto:longmeimei@hotmail.com


Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café is only open Sundays
after the service until the news school year.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg


church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

the Good Shepherd
45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

