
Third Sunday
of Advent

12 December 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.

The Lessons

Lessons for the Third Sunday of Advent: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Canticle 9; Philippians 4:
4-7; Luke 3:7-18. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is

lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire."

And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them,

https://www.lectionarypage.net


"Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food
must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him,
"Teacher, what should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you." Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to
them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied
with your wages."

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by
saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat
into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

The Sermon

Two Coats

Have you ever met someone who doesn’t
own a coat? I have. The first was a young
woman from Hawaii who was a freshman
when I was a senior at Northland College
in Ashland, Wisconsin. If you have trouble
imagining where Wisconsin is on a map of
the United States, it is one of the northern
states. It is between the Mississippi River

and Lake Michigan and directly beneath Lake Superior. It gets cold there in the winter
and there is lots of snow. The small college town of Ashland is in Northern Wisconsin
located on the shores of Lake Superior. It is beautiful any time of year, but for those who
don’t like winter, they can be long and cold there.

           Therefore, I was surprised when a freshman showed up on campus without a
coat. She had brought good boots, but what she had for a coat I would call a
windbreaker, hardly enough to get through winter in the Northwoods. That’s when I
learned for where she came from, that windbreaker was the heaviest or warmest coat
available. She quickly learned what was considered a winter coat in Hawaii was not
going to keep her warm in Wisconsin.

           Luckily for her, Northland College was used to helping students from around the
world acclimate to Wisconsin winters. Through Residential Life, they provided vouchers
for students from warmer climates who didn’t have coats and took them to stores where
they could pick out whatever coat they wanted. It was really enlightening for me to watch
that freshman transform from being uncomfortable into realizing she could in fact handle
the cold and she was free to discover the beauty and the fun that can be had in the
winter. Who knew a coat could be an agent of liberation?

           I thought of that young woman recently as I sat outside on the front porch of the



church during my office hours on cold days and saw several people walking around
without coats on. I suppose I could have been judgmental but instead I was curious,
wondering if they were from warmer climates and thought the sweatshirts they had on
would be warm enough. I thought about how new coats are expensive and observed it is
not necessarily easy to find good winter coats here in Athens. And I thought about how
both my husband and I have gone through physical changes over the past few years and
had coats that no longer fit us while right there in front of me were people who didn’t
appear to have a coat. I heard John the Baptist’s words from today’s Gospel in my heart,
“Those who have two coats must share with anyone who has none.”

           So, we packed up our coats and brought them into the church and we invited
anyone else who has more coats than they need to do the same. With the help of a
newer member, coats were hung on a rack and put in front of the church for anyone to
take.

           Before we were able to get the coats out, an international student stopped by
CrossRoads Cafe while we were there. It was cold, and he had no coat. We asked if he
needed one and explained our giveaway. He admitted he didn’t have a coat, because he
was from a warm country and couldn’t buy one there. I watched him follow my husband
into the church and return moments later wearing a coat that fit him perfectly. The mask
on his face could not hide his tremendous smile.

           In that moment I saw it again; that transformation from powerless to empowered.
The simple act of sharing a coat was not charity because there was no pity, it was a form
of liberation. It gave someone the freedom to acclimate to a climate much colder than
they are used to, and perhaps even help them learn to love a place different from where
they come from. There is genuine joy in that, perhaps steps toward equality too.

           Maybe even fruits worthy of repentance, like John the Baptist spoke of in today’s
Gospel. I know at first it doesn’t look like today’s Gospel fits with the theme of joy and
rejoicing we heard in the first lesson and is what the pink candle we lit today in the
Advent Wreath represents. But I also wonder if we have the wrong idea about joy. We
assume it is an intensely blissful form of happiness. But I’m not so sure. The theological
definition of joy is recognizing our connection with God, which means joy is something
that can be sensed or felt even during times when we feel sad or angry or frustrated or
cold.

           Last week’s Gospel reading introduced us to John as a prophet. In this week’s
Gospel reading we get to hear John speak for himself, and he has a lot to say. His
message is much like the prophets of old; calling people to repent, to no longer rely on
the reputation of their ancestors for salvation, but to be accountable for their own sins
and change their ways. This is how to prepare for the Savior who is coming, by admitting
we cannot save ourselves.

           This is why John’s message is good news. He named several ways we human
beings harm each other, take advantage of each other, extort, and abuse each other,
that eventually lead to a corrupt society. To those who are on the receiving end of such
abuse, the news that a Savior is coming who can transform such pain into liberation, who
will empower and equip all people to live in the world as equals is good news. It’s also
good news to those who might not realize the harm they are causing, because it invites
a change of heart.

           When we share a coat with those who don’t have any, we aren’t giving charity by
giving someone something they don’t need or putting ourselves above others in order to



feel superior to them. We aren’t wallowing in the nostalgia of the glory days of the church
of the past. We are being the church in the present time by being present with our
neighbors right now. It is a small way we can with our actions show our belief that Christ
has come, and Christ will come again. And that brings much needed joy to the world,
even if it just one shared coat or act of kindness and generosity at a time.

Watch a video of Mother
Deborah's Sermon HERE.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, a Sermon for the Third
Sunday of Advent, December 12, 2021

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Gordon, Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon,
Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Tommy, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, Danny Cain, Zelma
Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty,
Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Susanne Hill, Nancy and
Bob Jackson, Peter Kachenko and family, Monya Monroe, Mike, Abi and Leeanna
Morgan, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family,
Doug Parsons, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Dan and Nancy Reedy, Ann Shelly, Jean
Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, Zita Zolpys, and
we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays: Jim Karageorge (12/12), Earl Stump (12/12), Abi Morgan (12/14), Edwyn
Carlson (12/16), Alex Buckley (12/18), Norm Fox (12/18)

Those who have died: June Wieman

https://youtu.be/tKAxa8huD7I
https://youtu.be/tKAxa8huD7I


** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music

Music for December 12,
Advent 3 – year C 2021

Recorded from Service

Prelude -  Meditation on “Winchester
New” Charles Callahan

Prelude on “Hark a thrilling voice is
sounding”. Malcolm Archer

Kyrie S96

Offertory Hymn -  - On Jordan’s Banks  Hymnal 76

Holy Communion -- O come, o come Emmanuel    Setting by John Ferguson

Postlude -  - Toccata on “Savior of the Nations Come” Paul Manz

Listening Links (No links this week.)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MeditationWinchesterNew(12dec2021)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeOnHarkThrillingVoiceSounding(12dec2021)MArcher.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/S96Kyrie(12dec2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OnJordansBanks(12dec2021)Hymnal76.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OComeOcomeEmmanuel(12dec2021)JFerguson.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataOnSaviorNationsCome(12dec2021)PManz.mp3
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Advent Lessons and Carols

Are you missing our Advent Lessons and Carols?  

Then you might enjoy this one from Washington National Cathedral.

Or this one from our Diocesan Cathedral in Cincinnati.

Or this one from Advent Lessons and Carols, December 2016, Church of the Good
Shepherd Come Thou Redeemer.

Coming up on the Calendar

This week:

Tuesday, December 14, 9:30 a.m. - - Prayer Shawl Group (Julie Nehls)

Tuesday, December 14, 1:00 p.m. - - Andy Morgan Service

Thursday, December 16, 7:00 p.m. - - Vestry Meeting, Zoom

Sunday, December 19, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 19, after service - - Christmas Coffee Pick Up

Coming Up: 

Friday, December 24, 7:00 p.m. - - Christmas Eve Service (organ prelude 6:30 p.m.)

Saturday, December 25, 11:00 a.m. - - Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 26, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist  

Sunday, January 2, 10:30 a.m. - - Holy Eucharist 

CrossRoads Café is only open on Sundays after church until next school year.

This Morning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwR1FJ3-dts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNWvw8Mo7uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jllzAjlpIRQ


Today is the Third Sunday in Advent the feast day for Our Lady of Guadalupe, and
National Poinsettia Day. All are celebrated on the table in front of the pulpit with a
beautiful poinsettia matching the pink candle in the Advent Wreath and an original
icon by our friend Kelly Latimore that he put on a candle.



Announcements

Christmas Services 2021



December 24 Christmas Eve 7:00 pm, Organ Prelude 6:30 pm

A traditional service with carols, sermon, and Holy Eucharist. Thank you for continuing to
care for each other and our community by keeping up the covid practices: wear a face
mask, keep six feet distance, and in the spirit of Christmas, let’s make room for Christ by
being patient and kind with each other.

December 25 Christmas Day 11:00 am

Celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation with Holy Eucharist and a different kind of sermon
for people of all ages. Thank you for continuing to care for each other and our community
by keeping up the covid practices: wear a face mask, keep six feet distance, and in the
spirit of Christmas, let’s make room for Christ by being patient and kind with each other.

Whether you join us in-person or on-line, we hope you join us for the celebration
of Christmas.

The public memorial service for Andrew Morgan  will be held this
coming Tuesday at Good Shepherd at 1:00 p.m. with the Rev. Deborah Woolsey
officiating. Following the service there will be a reception with light refreshments .
Please feel welcome to attend. Covid prevention protocol will be followed.

Contacts, Information, Notices 

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


News Service

Episcopal Café
CrossRoads Café is only open Sundays

after the service until the news school year.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

