
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost:

8 August 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost: 2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33; Psalm
130; Ephesians 4: 25-5:2; John 6: 35, 41-51. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right,
that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 6:35, 41-51

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am
the bread that came down from heaven.” They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down
from heaven’?” Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. No one can
come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on
the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone
who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the
Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you,
whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in
the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that
one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven.
Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the

https://www.lectionarypage.net


world is my flesh.”

The Angry Sermon

Some of you may have heard this story before. That is okay. Some stories can be told
more than once; like Christmas and Easter, like the stories of our births, and moments in
our lives that changed us forever. Those stories can reveal God with us and sometimes
we can get distracted right out of a story and miss that important detail the first or second
time around. Other times we might hear something different than we heard before. There
are good reasons for telling some stories again. 

           My reason today is because this is a story that taught me how fruitless anger
is. Many of you know a requirement to becoming a priest in the Episcopal Church is
attending an Episcopal seminary where one earns a Master of Divinity degree. There are
11 Episcopal seminaries scattered around the United States and they are as diverse as
the many parishes in the Episcopal Church. Some are liberal, some conservative, some
progressive, some historical, some ecumenical. I attended and graduated from Nashotah
House Theological Seminary in Wisconsin, which, despite its excellent academic and
Benedictine structure, has a reputation for being ultra conservative. The main reason for
its reputation is the administration and most of (though not all) faculty are theologically
opposed to the ordination of women. I need to state here just because I attended this
seminary, I do not agree with their stance on ordination.

           Before attending this seminary, I inquired about this reputation and expressed
concern. I was told by the administration the seminary would not tolerate behavior that
dehumanized or threatened any of its students. However, I had only been attending
Nashotah House about a month and a half before I stumbled on a blog when using the
computers at the seminary library. This blog had been saved on the computer dashboard
and I accidentally clicked on it when trying to get online to check my email. The blog was
written by a few students who were opposed to women in the priesthood, were
threatened by women students on campus, and they expressed this fear through anger
by writing all kinds of vulgar, derogatory, and discriminatory things about the women
students and their supporters on campus. At first, I was in shock. Then I was angry that
such material was so easily accessible on a public computer. Then I was even angrier to
witness such dehumanizing beliefs coming from future priests. When I encountered their
anger, my response was feeling even more anger. 
 
           All this anger created a big disruptive mess on campus. Nashotah House is not a
huge academic institution. Class size is usually only a dozen students or less. At 37, my
class was one of the largest in many years, which created a big change on campus. In
addition to our size, we boasted the most women students in one class ever. There were
five of us. So, the campus community was more vulnerable and sensitive than it had
been in many years and the administration was not prepared for a disruption caused by
the diversity and inclusion they had been proud of.

           Because they weren’t prepared, the administration did not know how to handle
the disruption. They attempted to force a reconciliation between the women students and
the men students who had created the blog. However, the men did not express any
repentance – they did not apologize for the blog or for how they had shared their



anger. Instead, they expressed relief their anger was public, that they weren’t forced to
pretend the women students belonged. 

           I had hoped the administration would honor their promise about not tolerating
behavior that threatened other students. But instead, the administration at the time said
we women were too sensitive and it was our fault for causing the disruption simply by
being on campus and answering our call to God. Since we did not repent for our
presence, and the authors of the blog didn’t repent, there was no reconciliation.

           At this point, all my anger drained out of me. I was disappointed. And hurt. And I
learned a valuable lesson about anger. Anger – at least in this situation- doesn’t make
the world a better place. Even if it is righteous anger, the kind of anger that is connected
to our values, what we feel whenever we see or experience something we believe is
wrong or unjust. 

           However, this isn’t the end of the story. I watched as individuals on campus
responded to the situation in their own ways. Some were supportive of the women;
others weren’t necessarily supportive of women’s ordination but felt that the blog and the
damage it caused weren’t justified. 

           And out of this situation, there was a miracle. After three years of worshiping
together, working together, praying together, eating together, studying together, suffering
through Biblical Greek and Hebrew together, something beautiful and born of the Holy
Spirit happened. We learned to respect each other. Many of the people on campus who
were initially opposed to the ordination of women changed their hearts and minds, and
realized God calls women and men to the priesthood; and the inclusion of one does not
mean the exclusion of the other. And I changed. I listened to the reasons why those
colleagues of mine were opposed to women’s ordination. Sometimes it was because
their diocese wouldn’t ordain them unless they held that view. Other times it was
because they had never met a priest who was a woman. By the end of my three years in
seminary, we were living the Beloved Community, and Nashotah House at that time and
place was reflecting the Kingdom of God. Not because we were all the same, but
because we made room for each other, respected each other, and let the Holy Spirit
transform us. One of the reasons I tell this story is because I believe it is evidence
Beloved Community is possible and because it is also evidence that love goes much
farther than anger when it comes to reflecting God’s transformative love on earth, a love
that really can conquer fear and anger. 

           This is the same moral Paul was trying to convey to the followers of Jesus in
Ephesus that we heard in today’s Epistle or second reading this morning when he wrote:
“Be angry, but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger….” This is just a
small portion of a long letter Paul wrote to the early Christians about how once a person
is baptized, they are intended to live in a manner that reflects the love of God in the
same way Jesus did through his life, death, and resurrection. Although Paul wrote this
letter thousands of years ago, it is still relevant today.

           If I had to pick one emotion to describe the last few years, it would be anger. It
seems everyone is angry about something. Some of this anger is selfish; people are
angry they can’t get their own way, or they are angry there are things beyond their
control. Others are feeling what is called righteous anger and are angry at the injustices
in the world like racism, ageism, all the problems created by greed. Like I observed in
seminary, all this anger hasn’t made the world better, no matter how loudly or meanly
people scream at or bully each other; it hasn’t made a change that transformed the
hearts and minds of everyone in the world. Most of what this anger is doing is creating



more anger.

           Too many have let the sun go down on their anger and this has poisoned many
communities, institutions, families. Theologians and psychologists believe this is because
unless we work through and deal with our anger, there is no room for anything
else. Working through anger starts with naming or identifying the emotion behind or
beneath the anger. Psychologists tell us anger is often a surface emotion for something
deeper like fear or grief. In a world that seems to have little tolerance for fear or grief,
such as dismissing those emotions as evidence for being weak or unstable, when we do
feel fear – such as fear of the unknown, - or grief – such as grief over any loss of
normalcy or relationship – these emotions are often expressed as anger. However, once
we recognize why we are angry, we can begin to work through the situation, like my
classmates and I did in seminary.
 
           We can see a glimpse of this in the Gospel for today when the religious leaders
complained against Jesus because they were angry he called himself the bread of life,
the bread that came down from heaven. An indication of their anger is when they
attempted to put him down by saying he came from a poor family and was a person of
lesser importance because of who his parents were. Anger can do that for us; it can give
us a temporary anesthetic or numbing to emotional pain or fear by tricking us into feeling
superior to others. It might feel good to lash out at someone but expressing anger this
way, but it can do a lot of damage by hurting relationships because it can hurt
people. Which might be why instead of defending where he came from, Jesus responded
by talking about the kind of life he brings, the kind of life that connects people to God and
creates God’s Kingdom here on earth, one that is based on God’s love for all people.

           Yet, we could ask, doesn’t God get angry? One of the reasons given by people I
talk to around campus for why they don’t believe in God or go to church is because they
dislike the image of the angry, punitive God of the Bible. It’s a statement I am not afraid
to respond to because once you actually read the whole Bible, you will see God is not
always angry – there is a lot more to God and the Bible. Yes, God does get angry in the
Bible. It’s therefore important to pay attention to what makes God angry. One of things
that makes God angry in the Bible is when people hurt each other. When Cain killed
Able. Another is when people chose to follow ways other than God’s ways and caused
harm to each other and to the earth. That’s what happened in the story of Noah. Or when
people blatantly decided to follow a false god, like the Israelites and the golden calf that
they created to lead them back to slavery in Egypt. These are things that made God
angry. The injustices of humanity. We can learn a lot about God by how God dealt with
God’s anger. Usually there was a dialogue between God and the people, or through
someone like Noah or Moses where God both talked and listened. Then there was a
change, usually in the form of a new convent like the rainbow after the flood as God’s
promise not to destroy the world through natural disaster or restoring the ten
commandments after Moses smashed them. In the Old Testament, God’s anger was
never where the story ended. Instead, God dealt with God’s anger, forgave, and created
a new covenant, established a change in the relationship between God and people in
hopes that new covenant would lead to a better way of living where everyone could
experience forgiveness and life.  

           This is what Jesus showed us when he suffered death on the cross, bearing the
anger not of God, but humankind. In so doing Jesus opened the way for God to respond
to anger with love, this time undoing the death anger creates and transforming that death
into new life, one that can’t be destroyed. One that invites us all into the Kingdom of God,
a kingdom that is not just about life after death, but life we can help create with God here
and now.



           I know there is a lot of anger in the world right now. For lots of reasons. Perhaps it
is past time for us to stop nursing our anger and listen to the words of Paul and Jesus
and think of our anger not as a means to an end, or a state of being, but the beginning of
a process that could lead to changes in our hearts and minds and maybe even in the
hearts and minds of others. Maybe it’s time to recognize emotions like sorrow or grief or
fear aren’t bad, they are gifts from God that are intended to help us live with empathy
and compassion for each other; to help us find common ground so that we stop
demonizing those who are different from us, stop blaming them for things we can’t
control, and start recognizing our shared belovedness. Maybe it’s time to stop thinking
only about ourselves and instead think about how we can live God’s Kingdom right here
and now, by sharing the life-giving bread of Jesus to a world angry because unresolved
fear and grief has left it starving for hope, love, and joy. This may be what God is calling
us as a church community to do together.
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Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Aiden, Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris
L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda

https://youtu.be/UlESZYN5jug


Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman,
Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Ben
Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family,
Scott Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls,
Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale
Paul, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversaries:  Megan and Tyler Shannon (8/10), Ilona and Taylor Bond (8/14)

Birthdays:  Jean Fieler (8/10)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday,
August 8, proper 14 year B
2021

Recorded Music:

Voluntary in G – Thomas Tallis

Meditation – Louis Vierne

Chorale-prelude on “Lord enthroned in
heavenly splendor” (Bryn Calfaria,
Hymn 307) Robert Powell

Listening Links:

Hymn 51 (Note that this is an anthem version of the text which our choir has sung.)

Hymn 307

Psalm 130 (BCP p. 130)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInG(8aug2021)TTallis.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Meditation(8aug2021)LVierne.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeLordEnthroned(8aug2021)RPowell.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrgksoRENjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxkbBakVGuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCZgY6E5yVg


At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

The Prayer Shawl group
will meet in Nehls Hall, 

August 10 and 24 at 9:30 till 11:00 am.

Chapel and Thrift Shop Open

Starting in August, our chapel and thrift shop
are open to the public again. Please look for
the new sign.

When you see it out on the corner the chapel
and thrift shop are open.

We ask everyone using our indoor space like
the chapel and thrift shop to please wear a
face mask when you are inside. We will have

free face masks available inside the chapel and outside the church building.

Many Blessings,
Deborah

This morning was a nice cool
start to the day for the service.

If you look closely the "grass"

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


bordering the sidewalk by the
rhodendrons, it seems to thrive
every year with little care -- it is
in bloom. One parishioner said
this morning ground cover is a
variety of liriope (also called
Creeping Lily Turf) and another
parishioner referred to it with the
less dignified name of "Monkey
Grass."

Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and
Office Reminder

On June 16th 7he Diocese of Southern Ohio
updated guidelines its in consideration of the
relaxed CDC guidelines.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for
returning to in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/


To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

special instructions to the
seller" section the

purpose of the donation
-- e.g. organ fund,

plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

