
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

29 August 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost: Song of Solomon 2: 8-13; Psalm 45:
1-2, 7-10; James 1: 17-27; Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts
the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and
bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes
who had come from Jerusalem gathered around
him, they noticed that some of his disciples were
eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing
them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not
eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus
observing the tradition of the elders; and they do
not eat anything from the market unless they
wash it; and there are also many other traditions
that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and
bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes

asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat
with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as

https://www.lectionarypage.net


it is written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;

in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and
understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things
that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within,
and they defile a person.”

The Heart of the Matter

Preacher, writer, and former bishop in the Methodist Church Will Willimon recently talked
about a friend of his who recognized what Jesus was talking about in today’s Gospel
about evil and how it comes not from outside sources but from within. His friend,
Willimon said, is a minister who is white, male, and passionate about ending systemic
racism in our country. This passion fueled a ministry that partners with Black churches in
the same city where his parish is. This ministry is hailed as a success and his friend
couldn’t help but be proud of it. He wants so badly to make a difference.

           He never thought of himself as racist. How could he be? He had started a large,
successful ministry with the Black churches in his city.

           That perception was challenged when he and his family were in a different city
attending an event that let out late at night. As he and his family were walking to their
car, he noticed on the street corner ahead of them a group of three young Black men
standing around talking and laughing. Without hardly noticing what he was doing,
Willimon’s friend reached out and pulled his young children closer to him as they
approached the corner and he avoided eye contact with the Black men.

           Willimon’s friend may not have noticed his actions, but one of the Black men did.
And this Black man called out in a friendly voice, (not unlike how I often greet passersby
on the first day of classes), “Hi there, how are you all doing tonight? Hope you enjoy the
city and be careful.”

           It was at that moment Willimon’s friend felt a twinge in his heart, not his biological
heart, that muscle continuously pumping blood throughout the body. But that
metaphorical theological heart we all have where our moral choices are made. He
realized in that moment the evil of white supremacy that he fights through his ministry
also lives in him.

           Some might say that makes Willimon’s friend a hypocrite and we should write him



off as a bad person. But perhaps we human beings are more complex, and that moment
of realization can be the start of a deeper understanding of his ministry, racism, his heart
and be the beginning of a change of heart. It illustrates that we human beings can put
too much faith and trust in programs, rules, regulations, legislation, charismatic leaders,
entertainment, and assume those things will change people. But that is not true, not for
everyone. Over the past year I have been participating in the Becoming Beloved
Community initiative in our diocese and one of the conversations we have been having
was started by people who were active in the Civil Rights movement in the 1960’s. One
person boasts that her parents both worked with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. advocating
for legislation to end segregation. Today this same person is saddened and shocked that
despite the work of her parents and the laws that were passed that were supposed to
end segregation, discrimination and racism are still alive in human hearts, influencing
other legislation, harming families and communities. That has been a tough realization for
lots of folks, although it is nothing new for Jesus who in today’s Gospel reminds his
followers that rules aren’t the same thing as salvation.

           That’s not to say that we who follow Jesus shouldn’t continue to work for justice
for all people. Of course, we should. But the work may be harder and longer than we
imagine. Because the problem of injustice isn’t some outside influence that can be
eradicated or controlled, it is something that resides in each and every one of us.

           This is the point Jesus was making in the part of Mark’s Gospel we just heard this
morning. It can be a troubling one, which is why it might be more comfortable to focus on
the part where the Pharisees were picking on Jesus and criticizing him by criticizing his
disciples for not following the special set of laws called the purity codes. That is what
was behind their complaint about hand washing. The Pharisees weren’t worried about
the disciples not following proper current pandemic protocol. This hand washing wasn’t
about germs or bodily hygiene. It was about following a set of rules or laws to show how
a good, acceptable follower of God acts. Scholars believe the Pharisees’ complaint in
today’s Gospel is evidence of a conflict in the community of early Christians where
Mark’s Gospel originated. This community had both Jewish and Gentile, or non-Jewish
members and they had different ways of eating that were causing problems with people
getting along.

           Maybe that it true. It’s certainly possible. But Jesus’ point about traditions isn’t
intended to get us squabbling about the traditions of this parish, diocese, or the
Episcopal Church in general. Traditions change, whether we like it not, but what is
important is not what we cling to or change. According to Jesus it is the intention behind
our traditions, whether they are traditions for worship or ministry or programs. It all gets
down to the heart of the matter. Again, not our biological heart, but the part of us
connected to God, the part of us where choices are made, and what informs and
motivates our choices.

           It is true that human beings are made in God’s image. And that God proclaimed
humanity good. This truth, however, does not mean everything we do or say is inherently
innocent or good. Being made in God’s image means we human beings are given the
ability to choose. That is what free will is. We can use this free will, this ability to choose,
to choose God’s way or our own way or the way of an institution. We can also choose
what influences our free will. We have a church word for this practice. We call it morality.

           Anglican writer and apologist C.S. Lewis wrote about morality. He said the
misconception is that a moral life is one without fun or enjoyment. The assumption here
is that only by greedily consuming massive quantities of whatever you want so that
others can’t have any, harming another person either with words or violence, being cruel



and selfish are somehow fun. Lewis wrote morality is about how we choose and over
time letting our choices form us into either creatures of Heaven or creatures of hell. In
other words, we will become people who live in harmony with God and others or who are
at war with God and others. Living in harmony with God leads to joy, peace, and hope
while living at war with God leads to rage, horror and eternal loneliness.

           Free will means our choices matter. They matter to God. They matter to us and to
our families, friends, and communities. It goes a little deeper. Choosing God’s way
means surrendering our right to choose what we want in order to discern and choose
what God wants for us. It’s not easy. Free will means we are capable of goodness, and
we are capable of evil.

           Before I go any farther, I need to speak to what Jesus meant when he talked
about evil. Popular culture, mythology, and other sources like to make evil look attractive,
dramatic, something larger than life that is outside us. Like the personification of the devil
or a greedy corporation that cares only about using natural resources and people to get
as much money as they can. But evil can be much more subtle. According to St.
Augustine, evil is the absence of good. Others define evil as the opposite of God’s will.
Evil is what causes extreme harm. Like assuming a person is a threat to you and your
children just because of the color of their skin. Or assuming a person can’t contribute to
society or a relationship because of a physical, emotional, or mental illness, limitation or
handicap. Or believing a person is of lesser value because of their gender or how much
money they make. Or making assumptions about a person’s intelligence by how they
voted. I’ve met and listened to people who tell me how they are attracted to evil, even
evil characters in movies or TV shows because they make evil seem glamorous,
powerful, and fun.

           It’s not so easy to escape evil. That is why there are morality laws or programs,
they are supposed to help form us into people of heaven. But rules and programs can
backfire. They can unintentionally fuel the hate they were intended to squelch.

           That is what Jesus was talking about in today’s Gospel. Rules and laws will only
go so far. Because the harm we cause each other begins in our hearts. 

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey,
A Sermon for Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 17 B, August 29, 2021 

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon. 

Please include in your prayers

For those in the Armed Forces of our Country

https://youtu.be/bz7wUsLC_f4
https://youtu.be/F4m9akxnvVg


Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women
of our armed forces at home and abroad. defend them day by day with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the
perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they
may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For Those in Hurricane Path

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.



Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Aiden, Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol,
Chris L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon,
Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain,
Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis
Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey,
Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya
Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and
June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita
Zolpys, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays:  Nancy Covington (8/30), Richard Dean (8/31), Lyn Butrick (9/3)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday, August 29,
proper 17 year B 2021

Recorded Music:

Chorale Prelude on Truro (Hymn 436)  Seth
Bingham

Flute Voluntary - Benjamin Carr

Partita on St. Denio (Hymn 423) - Franklin Ashdown

Listening Links:

Psalm 84 - Anglican Chant Arlen Clarke

Blessed are the pure in heart  - H. Walfrid Davies

Hymn 423

Hymn 436

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeLauro(29aug2021)SBingham.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FluteVoluntary(29aug2021)BCarr.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaStDeneo(29aug2021)FAshdown.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oVLR0xftxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCmgrHMn9Gw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HJMlaanQlE


At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

Blessing of a New Academic Year 2021

From Book of Common Prayer pages 824, 829, and various prayers for a new school year from
Episcopal clergy.

God our Father, you see your children growing up and coming of age in an unsteady and
confusing world. As we begin a new academic year, help us all meet this time with a
renewed commitment to support each other in our callings and academic pursuits. Bless
all schools, colleges, and universities, especially Ohio University and the Athens Public
Schools, that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the
pursuit of wisdom; grant that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be
the source of all truth. May we all continue to grow in wisdom, knowledge, curiosity,
humility, confidence, and compassion. May we never cease to see your spirit and
goodness in each person we meet and remember our choices and actions affect the
well-being of others. 

Bless the academic year ahead, fill it with compassion for those making difficult
decisions, comfort for parents and strength for students and teachers. Be with us this
year, grant us your wisdom as we look for signs of your love all around us, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Free Face Masks Update

We have given away over 700 face masks since the
start of the pandemic. The first week of classes at OU
we gave away 100 face masks. Many thanks to Michael
Luelloff, Ted Foster and Eleanor Halbauer for helping
Mother Deborah get the masks ordered, individually
packaged, and put on the railing for distribution. We are
always gratefully accepting donations to help fund this
important ministry and welcome any additional
volunteers who want to help.

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
https://cathedral.org/worship/


Monday Food Deliveries
to Mineral,

Need Volunteers
 
For the past several years on a
rotating basis, Good Shepherd
parishioners Dick and Phyllis
Dean, Ted and Katharin Foster,
and Bonnie Savage at 10:30 on
Monday mornings have picked up
produce and surplus food at
Community Food Initiatives (CFI)
on Columbus Rd and taken it to
the Feed My Sheep food pantry in
the village of Mineral, on St. Rt. 356. This pantry is located in a recently built, small
church, the ‘Faith Believers' Ministry, and serves more than 300 families a month. Each
Monday afternoon, in a well-organized manner, the Feed My Sheep food pantry
distributes food boxes to clients who come by once a month to pick up food.

We invite anyone who is interested to help with deliveries to Mineral on Monday
mornings. Requirements include the ability to drive and able to lift and carry up 30
pounds. For these reasons, we current volunteers are nearing the time to retire from this
ministry. If you are interested or would like to learn more about this important Good
Shepherd ministry please contact Phyllis Dean (Phyllis.d.dean@gmail.com) or Katharin
Foster (kkfoster@columbus.rr.com). We will train. Deliveries are best done with two
people at a time.

Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf


Episcopal Café
CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

