
Good Shepherd E-News
27 August 2021

The Episcopal Church of the
Good Shepherd in Athens, Ohio

Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

COVID-19
Resources

This Upcoming Sunday
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

August 29, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch
Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Alex Buckley
Prayer Leader – Dana Carlson
Eucharistic Ministers -- David Burton and Lynn
Graham
Altar Guild – Sally Spero
LESSONS for Fourteenth Sunday After
Pentecost: Song of Solomon 2: 8-13; Psalm 45:
1-2, 7-10; James 1: 17-27; Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-
23. https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Observations and Reflections
First Day of Classes 2021

 
Once again the school year has started. Once again I
was outside the church to offer a blessing on our
neighbors and welcome a new academic year. The most
obvious thing I noticed was the fewer number of students
and faculty that passed by the church while I was outside
from 8:00 - 11:00 am. Despite fewer students, their
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response to our presence was warm. Most passersby
returned my wishes of good morning and have a good
year. Only one student stopped and asked for directions
and one student stopped to introduce herself. Several
stopped to read our sign of encouraging messages and
responded by writing positive messages of their own. The
largest number of engagements we had was students
taking the free face masks. More than one student
remarked with all the things on their mind they forgot their
mask and were grateful we are giving them away. One
student stopped by looking for us because they had heard
we are giving away masks. One student was thrilled to be
back on campus and stopped at CrossRoads Café for a
nice visit and cup of coffee.

I am grateful for Julie Nehls and Michael Luelloff for
helping me greet passersby this year.

 As I reflect on the morning, I am gratified to see the
folks we have established relationships with return. I
also observed most students seemed new and
therefore unfamiliar with Athens, and of course us.
In some ways the experience felt like starting
something new instead of returning to an
established ministry. How this will impact our other
ministries, I do not know. It makes me wonder about
starting anew instead of returning to something
established. On one level, that makes me feel the
grief of loss. On another level, it also makes me
wonder how we can reimagine how to be present
with our neighbors. There is still uncertainty in our
community, but we can still be present in our
community the way God is calling us.

Many Blessings, Mother Deborah

Prayer for Military Personnel:

As we learn about those serving in the military who lost their lives and were wounded in
the bombings at the Kabul airport this week, let us pray for them, for their families, and all
those who are currently serving in the military, especially those who are still serving in



Afghanistan:

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all men and
women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with
your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them
courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your
abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. BCP page 823

CrossRoads Café Hours
 
Starting August 23, CrossRoads Café will be open
weekday mornings 9:30 - 11:30 am. Menu includes coffee,
iced coffee, tea, iced tea. Look for it on the front porch of the
church.

First Day of Class Special: All drinks hot and cold are $1.

Monday Food Deliveries
to Mineral

 
For the past several years, Good Shepherd
parishioners Dick and Phyllis Dean, Ted and
Katharin Foster, and Bonnie Savage at 10:30 on
Monday mornings have picked up produce and
surplus food at Community Food Initiatives (CFI)
on Columbus Rd and taken it to the Feed My
Sheep food pantry in the village of Mineral, on
St. Rt. 356. This pantry is located in a recently
built, small church, the ‘Faith Believers' Ministry, and serves more than 300 families a
month. Each Monday afternoon, in a well-organized manner, the Feed My Sheep food
pantry distributes food boxes to clients who come by once a month to pick up food.

We invite anyone who is interested to help with deliveries to Mineral on Monday
mornings. Requirements include the ability to drive and able to lift 35 pounds. For these
reasons, we are nearing the time to retire from this ministry. If you are interested or
would like to learn more about this important Good Shepherd ministry please contact
Phyllis Dean (Phyllis.d.dean@gmail.com) or Katharin Foster
(kkfoster@columbus.rr.com). We will train.

The
Safe Space

Tour



Artist, Trey Pearson, of the
Christian rock group
Everyday Sunday, has come
out of the closet to
make national news.

Come hear Trey share his
journey to self-acceptance
and play songs from his solo
albums, “Love is Love” and

“Don’t Dance 2.1.”

Donkey Coffee
Saturday, August 28
7:00pm

Athens First United Methodist Church
Sunday, August 29
10:30am



NAMI Athens is offering a Family to Family class starting this fall on
September 14th and continuing for 8 weeks via Zoom. Awesome instructors Ruth
Russell & Chris Lawson are back to lead with lived experience. Please get in touch if
you'd like to join us or know someone who would. info@namiathensohio.org

COVID Guidelines Update From the Diocese

A message from Bishop Smith on COVID guidelines

Last week I convened the Diocesan COVID Medical Task Force to confer with our health
experts and to hear their recommendations for Church gatherings. The meeting was
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timely, given the sharp increase of COVID-19 cases in Ohio and the spread of the delta
variant of the virus. After taking counsel from this group, I am confident that current
practices require no change. Wearing masks remains the best practice for everyone,
especially inside our buildings. Also, we continue to encourage everyone to receive the
vaccine. Masks and vaccination are the best means for stopping the spread of this virus.

Given this information, we continue to plan for our September 25 Diocesan Convocation
at the Procter Center, using the proper precautions, keeping most activities outside, and
requiring the wearing of masks inside the buildings.

We continue to monitor COVID trends in Ohio, knowing that new conditions may warrant
new guidelines. Stay tuned!

From {e} Connections 24 August

This week the water line from a new city water tap to the rectory was
installed. Hopefully this is nearing the last step in the long sought goal of
selling the rectory to the University.



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.
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the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com.

For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday.

The Diocese COVID
Guidelines request

all persons wear masks
inside the church

building regardless of
vaccination status.
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