
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

22 August 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost: I Kings 8: 22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84;
Ephesians 6: 10-20; John 6: 56-69. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 6:56-69

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,
and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of
the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors

ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept
it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them,
“Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where
he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For
Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one

https://www.lectionarypage.net


that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can
come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe
and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

Love is Not Small

Sometimes it is the smallest of things that can connect us to God, especially in
overwhelming times. A parishioner reminded me of this truth about three years ago. Lest
we get too nostalgic about pre-pandemic days, at the time much of America was
offended and filling social media with their anger over the news of how people trying to
immigrate into the country were being treated. At the border of Mexico families were
being separated: couples from one other, children from parents, and put into holding cells
without the dignity of basic hygiene necessities. At the time, many people felt anger
because they knew they were powerless to help.  

           Meanwhile, here at Church of the Good Shepherd we were starting our coffee
shop ministry with a soft open in June during Ohio University’s new student
orientation. While I was at the coffee shop trying to figure out what our ministry would
look like, a parishioner came in to tell me she needed help. When I asked her what was
going on, she didn’t describe the challenging situation she was dealing with. She didn’t
tell me what had happened. She told me the size of her problem. 

           “It’s this big,” she said, indicating
something quite small. “What is it?”  I
asked. She told me it was a kitten, a very
young kitten her neighbors had found in their
garage. They brought the kitten to our
parishioner who of course gave it something
to eat and drink, and that is when she
noticed something was wrong with the little
kitten. A trip to the vet revealed the kitten
had a broken jaw and despite only being five
weeks old, needed surgery. 

           Of course, I offered to help as best I
could. I happened to have experience taking
care of a cat with a broken jaw. Several
years ago, my cat who was sixteen at the
time survived being hit by a car, but his jaw
was broken in three places and required
multiple surgeries. With care, he healed and
lived another four years. I used this
experience to say there was a lot of hope for
the little kitten and assured the parishioner
she was doing the right thing.



           A few days later the parishioner called
me while I was working on a sermon to tell
me the kitten had made it through the
surgery and was ready to be discharged from
the vet. She asked if I would pick up the
kitten because she couldn’t as she was
overseeing the church’s annual flea
market. And even though no class in
seminary covers this sort of pastoral
situation, of course I did. The little black
kitten was waiting on the counter when I
walked into the vet’s office. As soon as she
saw me, she reached her tiny paw through
the opening in the cat carrier door, and I
knew then I was no longer helping a
parishioner. I was all in loving and caring for
a little life in need of love as much if not more
than the medicine the vet gave me. 

           That’s how Harriet came to be part of
our family. If you follow me on Facebook or
Instagram, you undoubtedly have seen
pictures of her. Harriet did require a great
deal of care for several months. She had a
wire in her jaw and part it stuck out of her
chin. We had to give her medicine twice
daily, and she was quite lively which made it
a two-person job. Then we discovered she
had lice and fleas and worms, all which had

to be treated. And we did. We also let her sleep on our bed. And our cats and dog
looked after her, snuggled with her, and made her feel welcome. Harriet felt so welcome
when the parishioner came to visit her to see how she was doing, Harriet hid and
wouldn’t come out. That was Harriet’s way of declaring she is home.

           But that is not the end of the story. When I had both my hips replaced, Harriet
stayed with me throughout those first weeks of recovery when I didn’t feel well. She
never left my side. Now she is with me when I do exercises as I work to slowly return to
full mobility. Harriet gives as good as she got. And she taught me that even when there
are so many things going on that upset or discourage me, when it feels like I am
powerless to effect change, there is still plenty I or anyone of us can do, I can love what
is in front of me. Will it change the world?  Well, in Harriet’s case, it changed her
world. And maybe the parishioner’s too. Harriet helped me gain perspective when I
needed it. 

           By now I’m sure you are wondering what Harriet has to do with today’s Gospel. At
first glance, perhaps it is difficult to see, but it’s there if we look at how Jesus responded
to losing his big crowd of disciples. Remember, these are the folks who numbered in the
thousands who sought Jesus and Jesus fed with a mere two loaves of bread and five fish
and then tried to give him political authority by making him their king. Jesus responded
by running away to a quiet place then later walking on water to the other side of the lake,
but the crowd of eager disciples followed him and caught up with him. Over the past few
weeks, we’ve heard the teaching he gave this persistent group that supposedly still
numbered in the thousands. The teaching of who he is. Jesus is not a celebrity, he is not
a military general or a political ruler, he is not a miracle man, he is the true bread, the



giver of life, not biological life, the life of God’s kingdom here on earth, the life that heals
and restores all people to relationship with God. 

           This is where the Gospel picks up the narrative today. When the thousands of
people responded to Jesus’ teaching by being offended. I know the text says the
teaching was too difficult to accept, but the word translated as difficult doesn’t imply the
people were not intelligent enough to understand. It wasn’t an issue of cognition. The
truth or lesson was offensive. This is not the teaching of their religious leaders or
parents. This is not what they wanted to hear. And in response, they did something
many modern readers might identify as canceling Jesus by leaving.

           Cancel culture is a bit controversial these days because it has been coopted to
mean rejecting anything someone finds offensive. But originally, the practice came from
the black and LBGTQ+ communities. When celebrities or politicians who had promised
to promote the rights of these minorities, who voted for them or gave them celebrity by
following them, failed to do so, these communities publicly withdrew their support. It was
a way of holding the powerful accountable by reminding them where their power came
from. It seems the cooped version fits today’s Gospel as the thousands of people had
come to Jesus looking for hope, got to be part of a miracle feeding, and then used their
numbers to try and push Jesus to be the kind of savior they wanted. Just by being so
many in number, they had given Jesus power to start his own mega church, his own
political party, his own army to fight the oppressive forces of Rome. All Jesus had to do
was lead them and please them. But that isn’t who Jesus is or why he came. Jesus didn’t
come to fight Rome. Jesus came to heal, to restore, to love as God loves us and invite
us to love God back and share life with God. But they didn’t hear the words of eternal
life.

           In disgust that Jesus wouldn’t do what they wanted, the huge number of people
withdrew their support and left. And Jesus went from having thousands of disciples to a
few more than a dozen who claimed to stay with him because they have no other
options. This could be a statement of strong faith or exasperation; they really don’t know
where else to go. Either way, the twelve couldn’t follow Jesus all the way to the cross
and resurrection. They all left when it got too difficult or scary or dangerous. Only one of
Jesus’ followers stayed with him through his trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. By Easter
morning Jesus only had one follower left. Mary Magdalene. At least, that is how John’s
Gospel tells it.

           Those who are familiar with her remember that Mary was someone Jesus had
healed from illness so severe it was described as demonic and thus restored her to life,
not just a healthy biological and emotional life, but life where she was restored to
participate in family, friends, religion, and society. And Mary chose to live that life by
following Jesus, loving him as he loved her, and she loved him to the end and into the
new beginning. The Risen Jesus didn’t despair there was only one person left on Easter
morning. He gave that person the task to tell others the good news he is risen. And it is
from this one follower that the good news of Jesus’ resurrection has spread all over the
world. Because the truth is Jesus is the one with the words of eternal life, of God’s love
incarnate here on earth, loving, healing, and restoring us, a love that is even more
powerful than death, and by sharing this news Mary Magdalene ensured we all hear this
good news today. I am not talking about the romantic or sexual love that too often gets
mistakenly interpreted in her story. It is a love much more like the love we gave Harriet
and Harriet gives us. 

           It is a love that can seem small in the face of so much of the world’s sorrows,
injustices, pains, losses, and deep griefs. A world coming to terms with a pandemic that



won’t go away no matter how hard we try to pretend or will it away. A world watching old
injustices on the other side of the world resurface with ease, causing fear and anger and
a tragic sense of powerlessness. A world watching helplessly as a country loses more
lives after another earthquake and rain falls in Greenland for the first time in recorded
history making us fear we’ll never have a healthy planet. You don’t need me to go on,
even though I could. Sometimes it can get overwhelming, sometimes it might feel like we
can’t take or process any more bad news. It’s too difficult to accept.

           Sometimes we might identify with that crowd who canceled Jesus when he didn’t
wave a magic wand and fix all the problems of the world and instead talked on and on
about being the stuff of life. Jesus isn’t going to fix the world like we want him to. Instead,
Jesus does something better. He loves us, feeds us the love of God, so that we can love
God back and love our neighbors, whether they are a little kitten or the students back on
the OU campus and public schools, the faculty and teachers who may be weary of
heading into another school year that has to adapt to uncertainties of the pandemic. Or
the parents of students who may have concerns. Or community members, business
leaders, everyone who is feeling the complexities of this day before classes start. Sure,
there is a lot we can’t do anything about, as much as we might want to.

           But the lesson Harriet teaches us is we can focus on what we can do and love our
way through it all. We made what I hope will become an interactive sign to put in front of
our church for the first day of classes. I invite you all to write on the sign a message, a
prayer, or blessing to our OU neighbors to read as they pass by. It’s a small way we can
show we are here, we love them. Not that we want to make money off them, or exploit
them, just that we see them as our neighbors. Tomorrow, I and anyone who wants to join
me, will be on the porch and greet passersby and invite them to write their thoughts or
prayers or hopes on the sign. It’s a way we can hold each other and love each other in
this unique time. It may not be something everyone sees or participates in, but it might be
a big deal for someone who needs it. For such people, it might just be the stuff of eternal
life that they will share with others. And it is one thing we can do to love our neighbors as
God loves us.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 16 b, August
22, 2021 

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

A Prayer Written By Presiding Bishop Michael Curry for People of
Afghanistan, August 16, 2021

Eternal God, hear our prayer for the peoples of Afghanistan. There is a profound
humanitarian crisis. Countless people, mostly women and children, are now fleeing and

https://youtu.be/F4m9akxnvVg


vulnerable. The lives of many are now endangered. The hopes of many are
forgone. Send your Spirit, Lord, to rally the resolve of the nations of the earth to find
pathways to save human lives, protect human rights, and to resolve the hardships of
those seeking refuge, asylum, and safety. Hear our prayer for the peoples of
Afghanistan. This we pray as followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.

A Prayer written by the Presiding Bishop Michael Curry for Haiti,
August 19, 2021

Eternal God, send forth your Spirit to encourage and strengthen the people of Haiti in
these difficult times. We pray especially for those impacted by the recent earthquake.
Encourage and strengthen those who help and support others. In your mercy, receive
the souls of those who have died; comfort their families and loved ones. Surround with
your presence the sick and suffering. Aid the work of those who still search and rescue.
Empower the medical and aid the workers and who labor to heal. Likewise, inspire and
empower the resolve of the nations and peoples of the world to be your instruments of
help and healing. Stir up the might of your love and compassion among the nations to
rally resources and stay the course until the humanitarian job is accomplished. Lastly,
enfold and uphold the people of Haiti – from the youngest newly born to the oldest
among us – in the arms of your love and strength of your might. This we pray in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Monday

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Aiden, Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris
L., Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Lacey, Land and baby Rispone, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill,
Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens, Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard
Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean,
Caryl Docherty, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, Peter
Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family,
Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Woolsey, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Zita Zolpys, and we pray for all who



care for them. **

Anniversaries:  Allyn and Marsha Reilly (8/24), Tom and Anne Walker (8/28)

Birthdays:  Thaddeus Semsel (8/27), Sarah Parker (8/28)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday, August 22,
proper 16 year B 2021

Recorded Music:

Chorale Prelude on Hyfrydol  Ralph Vaughn-
Williams

Chorale Prelude on Cwm Rhondda  Wilbur Held

Chorale Prelude on “Let us break bread together”  Charles Callahan

Chorale Prelude on “Hyfrydol”  Gerald Near

Listening Links:

Psalm 84 –

How lovely is thy dwelling place – Johannes Brahms

Love divine all love’s excelling (Hymn 657)

Guide my O thou great Jehovah (Hymn 690)

Let us break bread together on our knees (Hymn 325)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeHyfrydol(22aug2021)RVaugnWilliams.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeCwmRhondda(22aug2021)WHeld.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeLetsBreakBread(22aug2021)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeHyfrydol(22aug2021)GNear.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5oVLR0xftxY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QF3Eqr9dxfg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juVJtMU_Lfc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT4n1hGjDDg&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Egk-pX_1nHg


Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

The Prayer Shawl group
will meet in Nehls Hall, 

August 24 at 9:30 till 11:00 am.

August 23 First Day of Class Blessings

You are invited to join Mother Deborah Monday morning from 8:00 - 11:00 am to help
welcome OU students and faculty to a new academic year. We will gather on the front
steps. In the past, students have been grateful for our presence and often ask for
directions, hang out a while, ask questions, or just say hi. Faculty also stop by and
express gratitude for our being present to wish them well. With the added uncertainty
and grief caused by the pandemic, there may be additional reasons our neighbors could
feel comforted by our presence.

Can't stay for the entire time? No problem. You can arrive and leave any time.

Can't make it? No problem. You are invited to write a message of blessing to
the OU campus on the new interactive sign in front of the church building.

However you can help, please consider joining Mother Deborah in wishing our
neighbors a healthy, safe, and good academic year.

Blessing of a New Academic Year 2021

From Book of Common Prayer pages 824, 829, and various prayers for a new school year from
Episcopal clergy.

God our Father, you see your children growing up and coming of age in an unsteady and
confusing world. As we begin a new academic year, help us all meet this time with a
renewed commitment to support each other in our callings and academic pursuits. Bless

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


all schools, colleges, and universities, especially Ohio University and the Athens Public
Schools, that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the
pursuit of wisdom; grant that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be
the source of all truth. May we all continue to grow in wisdom, knowledge, curiosity,
humility, confidence, and compassion. May we never cease to see your spirit and
goodness in each person we meet and remember our choices and actions affect the
well-being of others. 

Bless the academic year ahead, fill it with compassion for those making difficult
decisions, comfort for parents and strength for students and teachers. Be with us this
year, grant us your wisdom as we look for signs of your love all around us, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Rt. Rev. P. (for Percival) Hocking Marmota Monax Chogs is supposedly
retired, but he just can't let go. Yesterday he made an appearance on Mother
Deborah's outbuilding roof to so he could see through the office window and make
sure that Mother Deborah was working on the sermon for today.



Quick Links

Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Pandemic Notes:

Link to the DSO guidelines for returning
to in-person worship

As of August 5 the Diocese COVID
Guidelines request all persons wear masks

inside the church building regardless of
vaccination status.

Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.

Masks are required.

The Church Building is not open for
public meetings and gatherings but
during office/CrossRoads hours the

thrift shop and chapel are
available for individuals.

Masks are required.

CrossRoads Café on the porch is
open weekdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Office Hours:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Masks are required.

https://www.chogs.org/

