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This Upcoming Sunday
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

August 15, 2021

10:30 a.m. Service (Order of Worship)
Holy Eucharist Rite II-C  
Outdoors front porch
Celebrant – The Rev. Deborah Woolsey
Lector – Michael Wootton
Prayer Leader – Jack Flemming
Eucharistic Ministers -- Sharon Huge and
Gregory Proctor
Altar Guild – Lynn Graham
LESSONS for Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost: I
Kings 2: 10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:
15-20; John 6: 51-58.
https://www.lectionarypage.net/

Welcoming a New Academic Year
And now let us believe in a long year that has given to us, new, untouched, full of things
that have never been, full of work that has never been done, full of tasks, claims, and
demands; and let us see that we learn to take it without letting fall too much of what it has
to bestow upon those who demand of it necessary, serious, and great things. -Rainer
Maria Rilke

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
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https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
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https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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Have you noticed signs of the OU students returning to Athens? In the past the
start of a new academic year has always been one of high energy and excitement
for students and faculty, while the townies both lament the loss of parking and
rejoice at the renewed energy students bring with them. Of course, this year is
different as college students are returning while Athens County is experiencing a
spike in new Covid cases even though vaccinations are up. Certainly, this means
the start of the new year will be more complex than usual for everyone in Athens
and OU.

As we look toward welcoming the new academic year, we need to take all this into
consideration for how we can safely and genuinely be present. It is important that
we continue our tradition of being present to our neighbors, welcome students
and faculty to a new year, and make the adaptations we need to in order to do
what we can to reduce the risk of spreading the Covid-19 virus.

We will return to the front steps to welcome students on the first day of classes,
but with some changes. Instead of giving away coffee and donuts, Mother
Deborah and anyone who wants will be present, playing music, offering greetings
and directions to those who need them. We will also have a large, interactive sign
with messages of welcome to students and invite the students to respond by
writing how they are feeling on the same sign. Since OU is requiring all students
and faculty to wear face masks indoors regardless of vaccination status, we will be
offering free face masks by hanging them from the railings on the lowest level of
the front porch.

CrossRoads Café will be open weekday mornings and will be serving outside from
the front porch. For the first day of classes, all drinks hot or cold will be $1 and
bottled water will be free.

To make room for whomever wishes to join our worship services on Sunday, we
will continue be outside on the front porch in the open air.

Our side chapel and thrift shop will be open Monday – Friday once classes start
(currently open Monday – Thursday) with requests that only one person at a time
and face masks be worn regardless of vaccination status. The added safety
measures are in response to the current spike in new cases and in anticipation of
a potential additional spike after classes start.

We also hope to provide additional sets of tables and chairs in our yard and front
porch as invitations for people to sit and rest, in hopes of being a safe place for
whomever wants or needs a break from campus life. If you have an outdoor table
or chair you’d like to donate to this cause, please contact Mother Deborah.

While we are living in times of rapid change, one thing that doesn’t have to change
is our commitment to our ministry to be present to our neighbors through our
worship services and ministries. Whether or not you feel comfortable joining
Mother Deborah in person for the first day of classes or in worship, we ask your
prayers for the students, faculty and staff of OU and for all Athens residents and
businesses as (to quote Rainer Maria Rilke: “We welcome the new year, full of
things that have never been.”



August 15 Discretionary Sunday

The third Sunday of every month the undesignated funds collected are put into the
Rector's Discretionary Fund. This fund allows Mother Deborah to provide financial
assistance to those in need. If you don't want to make a donation on Sunday, you can
send a check to the church and write "Rector's Discretionary Fund" in the memo line.

Thank you for your generosity.

August 23 First Day of Class Blessings
 
You are invited to join Mother Deborah in offering a blessing for the first day of classes
on Monday, August 23. Mother Deborah will be on the front steps as usual. This year,
instead of coffee and donut give away, CrossRoads Café will be open and feature $1
coffee and tea. Students will be invited to read messages from parishioners and add
their own to a new interactive sign. A new academic year gives us a new opportunity to
be present to our neighborhood.

The
Safe Space

Tour

Artist, Trey Pearson, of the
Christian rock group
Everyday Sunday, has come
out of the closet to
make national news.

Come hear Trey share his journey to self-acceptance and play songs from his solo
albums, “Love is Love” and “Don’t Dance 2.1.”

Donkey Coffee
Saturday, August 28
7:00pm

Athens First United Methodist Church
Sunday, August 29
10:30am

COVID Guidelines Update From the Diocese

As of August 5, the COVID Guidelines request all persons wear masks inside the church
building regardless of vaccination status. It is also wise to continue to keep six feet apart.

This update is being cited because of increasing new cases of COVID throughout the
state of Ohio (including Athens County) despite increase in vaccinations.



Thank you for keeping up with all the changes. We'll keep hanging in there together.

Repeated Items

Chapel and Thrift Shop
Open

Starting in August, our chapel and
thrift shop are open to the public
again. Please look for the new sign,
when you see it out on the corner the
chapel and thrift shop are open.
We ask everyone using our indoor
space like the chapel and thrift shop
to please wear a face mask when you
are inside. We will have free face

masks available inside the chapel and outside the church building.

Many Blessings,
Deborah

CrossRoads Café Open
After Church on Sundays

Brewed coffee by the cup will be free (donations
always welcome) and we will have prepared bags
of coffee for $15 a pound.

Eleanor will be serving hot, brewed coffee by cup.
The roast for Sunday is called "Summer Punch" a
mix that sparkles with notes of berries and fruit
perfect for summer time. In addition, Decaf will
also be available; Sunday's decaf is a delicious
fresh roast from Honduras.

All Deeper Roots Coffee is freshly roasted and
brewed for optimum flavor. As always, purchasing
Deeper Roots Coffee directly benefits the coffee
farmers, harvesters, and their local communities.

The Landscaping Project Commences
.
For several years, the Junior Wardens (David, Dana, and Ted) have been seeking to



replace the grass on the sloped areas at the side and front of the church with
landscaping, due to the risk of injury to the parishioners on the mowing crew. The Vestry
approved a bid from a landscaping company (Lawnmasters and More) for the first part of
the process. This week, the company will begin removing the grass and installing weed
matting.  Once that is completed, rock and low growing juniper will be placed in those
areas. The cost of the initial stage of the project will be covered by funds from a legacy
gift to Good Shepherd from Patricia Grean and a generous anonymous donor. Stay
tuned for updates and an invitation to participate in this project. (Dana Carlson)

Editor's PS: Outside Sunday Worship should not be affected, still plenty of room.

Front Porch

The landscaping project has
uprooted the "Tree of Life" mask
project which has been
transplanted to the Sharing
Cabinet area for the time being.
This pickup area is now
multipurpose, folks can (1) obtain
free food/water, (2) take a free
mask, or (3) get Day By Day
booklet.

Contact Information DONATE to Good
Shepherd

https://www.chogs.org/


For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com.

For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin
(740-593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.– 2:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday.

The Diocese COVID
Guidelines request

all persons wear masks
inside the church

building regardless of
vaccination status.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

