
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost:

1 August 2021

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know

and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for Tenth Sunday After Pentecost: 2 Samuel 11: 26-12:13a; Psalm 51: 1-13;
Ephesians 4: 1-16; John 6: 24-35. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it
cannot continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 6:24-35

The next day, when the people who remained after the feeding of the
five thousand saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they
themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for
Jesus.

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did
you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they said to him,
“What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign
are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was

https://www.lectionarypage.net


not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

Changing My Mind About Bread

There is a little, local bakery in the small northern Wisconsin town where I attended and
graduated from college that specializes in artisan breads. I’m sure you are familiar with
artisan breads and how they differ from the pre-packaged pre-sliced bread that sells for
much less at grocery stores. Artisan bread is usually a creative mix of flavors and is
kneaded and baked in a way that makes it appealing to the eyes as well as the other
senses of smell and taste. That is usually why it is also much more expensive. So much
so that I can’t afford a loaf because it I can’t eat it all before it will either get moldy or dry
out. But I used to look at such beautiful loaves of bread and think about how often bread
appears in the Bible. Until recently, I always believed bread represented life in the Bible;
mostly because of miracles like Jesus feeding enormous numbers of people with bread
like we heard in last week’s Gospel. And Jesus’ “I am the Bread of Life” statement we
heard in today’s Gospel, which I mistakenly thought pointed to bread being one of the
essentials we mortals need to survive.

           However, I recently encountered a different interpretation of what bread
represents in the Bible that has changed and deepened my belief and understanding not
only of bread, but what the author of John’s Gospel was conveying in our Gospel reading
for today when the people who had participated in a miracle missed the point of the
miracle.

           Last week we heard the crowd Jesus fed came to him because they had seen the
signs of his healing and were drawn to what those signs pointed to: God with them.
Today’s Gospel is a different story, even though it’s the same people. We heard that after
the people realized Jesus had gone, they got into boats and went to the other side of the
lake to find him. When they asked Jesus when he had escaped them, Jesus didn’t
answer their question, he accused them of looking for him for the wrong reason.

           Remember last week’s Gospel told us after the people had supped on
sacramental food, they wanted to make Jesus their king. But Jesus didn’t let them.
Instead, he withdrew to a quiet place alone leaving the disciples to cross the lake without
him. When it got windy, they saw him walking toward them on the water. Another miracle
pointing to who Jesus is and what Jesus had come to do; a miracle pointing to the
creation of the world when God spoke and calmed the chaos that existed before
creation. Jesus isn’t a mere man who will single handedly fix all the problems of the
world and make it a new Eden. Instead, Jesus is up to something far more Godly.
Something all those words about bread in today’s Gospel points to.

           The word “bread” makes its first appearance in the Bible in the Book Genesis, in
the second story of the creation of the world and everything in it. It’s the story about how
at first humankind lived peacefully on the earth, walked with God in the cool of the
evening, and ate food without having to work for it. The people ate freely from any tree –



of course for one famous exception. However, after their disobedience, after they blamed
God and each other for their choice instead of asking for forgiveness, God explained
there were consequences to their actions. Since their actions revealed they wanted to be
on their own, God was going to give them what they wanted. In so doing, things were
going to change. One of the many things that changed was how they would get food.
Instead of food being freely available, they were going to have to work for it. This is
where bread makes its Biblical debut. “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until
you return to the ground, for out if it you were taken; you are dust and to dust you shall
return.” It says in Genesis 3:19, a verse some of you might also recognize from the Ash
Wednesday liturgy. In this context, bread represents sin. Let’s remember sin isn’t
necessarily doing “bad” things. Sin is choosing self over God.

           I want to be clear: Bread in and of itself isn’t bad – in this story it is something that
represents the change of turning away from God instead of trusting in God.

           When we consider this interpretation of bread, then the miracle where Jesus
blessed, and broke bread takes on a deeper meaning. Through Jesus, God has
redeemed the food of sin. This why Jesus came, lived, died, and rose again: to redeem
the world broken by sin, to restore all of us to right relationship with God. That is why
Jesus said the people were looking for him for the wrong reason in today’s Gospel.
 Jesus was trying to explain to people who wanted a strong man who would take over
and punish their enemies and make society what they wanted, that isn’t who he is. He
isn’t a strong man. He isn’t a king. He isn’t a leader. Jesus is our Savior, our Redeemer.
As one commentator put it, what is important isn’t what Jesus can do for you; what
matters is who Jesus is. And who Jesus is isn’t determined by us and what we want.
Only God makes such a determination by setting God’s seal on Jesus.

            Through Jesus bread was transformed or changed from the result of sweat and
toil where there isn’t enough to go around into something God gives freely. It symbolizes
redemption: the very thing God is up to through Jesus and is one of the theological
reasons bread is part of the Eucharist. Jesus didn’t come to make this world into what
people want it to be through magic or force. Jesus came to give thanks to God, to break
sin itself, to heal our broken relationship with God, and redeem humanity.

                       When Jesus claims to be the Bread of Life, he is taking on the identity of
that change – he is the redemption. It can be difficult to change, to wrap our minds
around this concept. That might be why the people in today’s Gospel asked about doing
the work of God, and Jesus answered the only work they need to do is to believe. In our
age of cynicism this sounds like Jesus is saying “just trust me” without offering proof. But
belief isn’t the same thing as proof, it is part of being in relationship.  We can be guilty of
this same thinking when we judge churches by how many programs they have. It is easy
to mistake work for faith.

           Instead, faith is learning to see God at work in the world. Sometimes that work is
through believers who make room for each other, and who make room for God’s
Kingdom on earth. A few days ago, I participated in such work when I was invited into a
conversation with two women who needed to talk about their experiences during the
pandemic without judgement or anger or blame or debate. They spoke with honesty and
with love for their family members who had fallen ill, gratitude for those who recovered,
grief for those who died, care for those working in health care, and how it had changed
their lives. It was a beautiful moment, one that felt more real than the conversations I’ve
have with others who want to pretend a pandemic isn’t happening and don’t realize how
that forcing people to say they are okay when they aren’t makes people like the women I
spoke with feel discarded.



           Another place I’ve seen God at work is in the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago with
their Bishop Elect, the Rev. Paula Clark. For those of you who don’t know, Bishop Elect
Clark was supposed to be ordained Bishop of Chicago this summer. However, in April,
not long after she was elected, Bishop-Elect Clark suffered trauma to her brain due to an
unknown pre-existing medical condition involving the blood vessels on her brain. After
several brain surgeries, she needed and continues to need extensive physical and
occupational therapy to recover. On Thursday, the Presiding Bishop appeared with
Bishop Elect Clark and the President of the Standing Committee to report on her
progress which is good, but despite her hard work she hasn’t fully recovered. The
Presiding Bishop made the decision to make room for Bishop Elect Clark to continue to
recover and postponed her ordination until the fall. This decision is lovingly supported by
the Standing Committee.

           In a world where I have observed and experienced impatience with health and
recovery, where people attempt to force others to pretend to be healthy when they
aren’t, seeing the leader of the Episcopal Church make room for healing, to trust it will
happen in God’s time instead of discarding the person who is healing is an expression of
living the belief in Jesus not as leader of this world but its redeemer, its healer, its
hope. This is what it looks like to not only consume the bread of life, but it is also living
the belief in the bread of life, by respecting the dignity of every person.

           Jesus may not have as much in common with beautiful artisanal loaves of bread
as I used to believe but making room for changing my understanding about what bread
represents in the Bible did help me recognize God at work in the world this week. Some
changes are like that. Some changes help us grow closer to God and each other.  In a
little while, we will all be invited to share the bread of life in the Holy Eucharist. As we do
so, I hope we can listen a little more closely to the words of the Eucharistic prayer that
mentions participating in Holy Eucharistic is about more than consuming, it is about
asking God to open our eyes to see God at work in the world and for the strength and
renewal to live into the grace of God’s Love and reflect that love back into the world. That
is sharing what doesn’t mold or dry out, but what endures.

The Rev. Deborah Woolsey, A Sermon for Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 13 b,  
August 1, 2021 

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon.

A link to the Presiding Bishop's announcement about
Bishop Elect Clark Mother Deborah mentioned in the
sermon is HERE.

https://youtu.be/17wiB95p0Lk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7sljaigxsU&feature=youtu.be


Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, In our diocese, we pray for our Provisional Bishop Wayne, the search
process for a new bishop, and for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Gloria R., Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Linda Ahrens,
Jeannet Barratt, David Burton, Danny Cain, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Lee
Kembell-Cook, Glinnis Davies, Dick Dean, Phyllis Dean, Caryl Docherty, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Mark Gilkey, Jennifer Hall, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott
Kemball-Cook, Andrea Lee, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul,
Jean Thomas, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Woolsey, June
Wieman, Mildred Williams, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Anniversaries: Ted and Katharin Foster (8/1), Doug and Margaret Dygas (8/3), Jacob
and Carolyn Sheehan (8/6)

Birthdays: Marsha Reilly (8/2), Paul Hillard (8/7), Christiana Martin (8/7), Caitlin Schave
(8/7)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

The music for this Sunday,
August 1, proper 13 year B
2021



Recorded Music:

Chorale Prelude on “Deck thyself my
soul with gladness” (Hymn 339 –
Schmucke Dich)

Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne 
Johann Pachelbel

Listening Links:

Create in me a clean heart, O God
(Psalm 51) Healey Willan
  (Note: Our choir has sung this many times)

Taize – eat this bread

Deck thyself my soul with gladness  Hymnal 339

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

The Prayer Shawl group
will meet in Nehls Hall, 

August 10 and 24 at 9:30 till 11:00 am.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/DeckThyselfMySoulGladness(1aug2021)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeFugueChaconne(1aug2021)JPackelbel.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CZCyUmf4mtE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHBP_LpmnIg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kJgpfCSLPg
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/


NEED A JOB? Are you available for part-time work?
Do you enjoy meeting people? Check out the Census
Bureau! Become a (Field Representative) in YOUR
area!

The Census Bureau is currently hiring Field Representatives who work out of their home
and are reimbursed for mileage. Local field representatives know their communities best
and are instrumental in conducting surveys with residents on a variety of topics. Duties
include knocking on doors and making phone calls to interview households to collect
survey data, interviewing respondents to collect survey or census data as required, and
are responsible for communicating with respondents, supervisors, and other persons as
appropriate.  
 
Pay Rate: $15.10-$22.09 per hour (based on your area) and 56 cents per mile  

Bilingual /Multilingual applicants also needed. 

This position and other opportunities can be found HERE.

Amaryllis belladonna -- My family always called these flowers 'naked ladies' but they
have lots of other common names, such as Amaryllis Lily,  August Lily,  Belladonna
Lily,  Jersey Lily,  March Lily,  Naked Lady, and Resurrection Lily. I like 'resurrection lily'
because they are very dependable and spring seemingly out of nowhere every year and
require absolutely no care at all. With a close look the plant's leaves do eventually
appear after the flowers are finished.

https://www.census.gov/about/regions/philadelphia/jobs/all.html


This specimen of perfect symmetry appeared on the screen door this morning.
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Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and
Office Reminder

On June 16th 7he Diocese of Southern Ohio
updated guidelines its in consideration of the
relaxed CDC guidelines.

Link to the new DSO guidelines for
returning to in-person worship

- - - -
Office hours remain between 10:00 am and
12:00 pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
call ahead or knock. However, if at all possible
please correspond by email, phone, or regular
mail. The visiting and working about the church
grounds is encouraged, but the building (inside)
remains closed until further notice.

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Updated-Guidelines_061621.pdf
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

