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Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-
person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

Mother Deborah's Response to Newest Gallop Poll's Reported Decline in
Religion - History Provides Needed Perspective

Here is a link to the survey itself.

During Holy Week, Gallop Poll (a company that conducts and analyzes opinion driven
surveys/polls concerning political, social, and economic issues) published results from its
latest religion poll showing that membership in religious organizations in the United
States has dropped to less than half of the overall population. It's not surprising that
many individuals and denominations have responded to this poll by expressing their
opinions about why this decline is happening. You can find them all over social media
and media outlets. Some of these responses express frustration and sorrow. Others try
and encourage religious institutions to hang in there or get more creative or invite us to
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take a more honest look at ourselves in order to reverse the decline. These responses
are natural; however I find them a little short sighted.

Here is my response to the Gallop Poll:

First- this data might feel bad, but it is not surprising. Decline in membership of
institutions and organizations including the church, rotary clubs, college and university
alumni centers, political organizations, etc., have been observed since the 1950's. Robert
D. Putnam wrote about this decline in his 1995 essay Bowling Alone which he expanded
into a book with the same title in 2000 published by Simon and Schuster.

Second- those of us who attended the Lenten series I facilitated at Church of the Good
Shepherd a few years ago featuring Phyllis Tickle's 2008 book The Great Emergence
published by Baker Books will remember she explained how every 500 years the Church
goes through a period of re-evaluation where it questions traditions, values, concepts,
etc., it had taken for granted. Phyllis also mentioned this questioning might go on for a
very long time, 100 years or so, and it doesn't only happen in the church - it happens in
every part of Western human society: economy, politics, society, etc.

Third- Phyllis Tickles' explanations of this period in time are helpful for me, but it isn't the
first time I learned about this pattern in Western history appearing again in modern time.
I learned this pattern in my Church History classes in seminary. When he taught us about
this pattern, my professor, the Rev. Charles Henery, made a comment I'll never forget.
He said, "We've reached the stage where people are noticing the decline and they will
start getting more anxious and panic. But you don't have to panic. Remember the Church
has been through this type of decline before and survived, and it will get through this one
too. It will change, it will be different, but it won't end." I remember hearing his words and
thinking to myself this reality will deeply impact my ministry serving as a priest during this
particular time. It gave me hope and might be one of the reasons I strive to find new
ways to go out into our neighborhood instead of waiting for our neighbors to come to us.

Fr. Henery's advice is good for all of us: Let's not panic. Instead let's learn what we can
from the data and keep the historical perspective in mind. Such a perspective might help
us see we are blessed to be followers of Jesus during a time that could positively impact
the church in the long term and help it grow more Christ-like. Such a historical
perspective might help us as we begin to think about what returning to in-person parish
life during this stage of the pandemic might look like. We don't have to do things the way
we perceive they've always been done. We can practice resurrection life, remembering
the message of the resurrection that death is not an end, but the other side of new life.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Reading with the Rector
 
The Church Cracked Open Disruption, Decline,
and New Hope for Beloved Community by
Stephanie Spellers, Church Publishing

"When you love something - especially something
bound up in the sacred - it's difficult to imagine why
anybody else would not love it, too." Page 16



This bold book takes a direct look at all that has
been unveiled in the year 2020 through the lens of
the Episcopal Church. Some of what Rev. Spellers
writes about might be difficult for members of the
Episcopal Church to read about, because like the
quote from the book above explains, many of us
love our church. But Stephanie is hoping we love it
enough to face some difficult truths in order to help
the church and each other through some difficult
times and hopefully emerge stronger and more
Christ-like.

The Rev. Stephanie Spellers serves in the
Presiding Bishop's staff as Canon for Evangelism,
Reconciliation, and Creation. She has also taught
in seminaries, worked as a church planter, and has
written other books. Her passion, compassion, and
theology work well to take us through the history of
the Episcopal Church to our current reality and to
empower and equip us to serve the church and the
world.

Since this book includes information that may be upsetting, you may want to read it with
other church members and Mother Deborah to help process and better understand the
material. If you are interested in forming a group or reading it with Mother Deborah,
please email her at revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

As we begin to think about what returning to in-person parish life will look like, this book
could help us think about how to be better welcoming and hospitable to all people as well
as what our outreach ministries might look like.

The book is available through Church Publishing, independent bookstores, and Amazon.

We've also been invited to read the book and join discussion groups with our friends at
St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida. If you would like to join them via zoom video
conference, please email Fr. Jose at joseverruda@gmail.com.

Parish Spring Cleanup

Since we cannot join up for a
spring cleanup day that does
not prevent sprucing things up
around the church.-- all spring
and summer long. All that is
required a mask (and
whatever tools you need).

Some of the tasks outside are
to weed the flower beds,
weed the gravel around the
columbarium, prune/trim dead
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branches from bushes in the
yard, weed and mulch the
flower beds and and bring in
additional flowers to plant and
later in summer water the
beds.

Some work has already
commenced. This week Julie
Nehls (who refuses to wear a
mask for photographs and is
sitting down on the job) and
her able assistant David
Burton cleaned up this flower
bed. Also Jack Flemming has
been scraping, caulking,
priming, and repainting
reachable window sills, etc.

Perhaps this fall we can take
Inside opportunities include
deep cleaning in the
kitchen, choir back room, and janitor's closets and storage areas, as well as dusting of
furniture and window sills throughout and windows inside.

Needed: Lawn Mowing

The return of warm days means the lawn at the church is growing and once again we
need volunteers to help with mowing the lawn. The church has a mower, but you can
also bring your own. Another option to help is you can choose to sponsor a week’s lawn
mowing for $50.00.

I wish to experiment some on what to mow this year and there are some places we do
not want to mow at the moment. If you are volunteering to mow, mowing the steep bank
in front of the church would be optional in any case. If anyone chooses to mow, please
me (Ted Foster) before commencing.

In the past we have had a rotating schedule with enough volunteers resulting in an
individual only needing to mow twice during the season. I am a little doubtful of meeting
that threshold this year. To volunteer or for more information please contact me, Ted
Foster, at foster.theodore@gmail.com.

Thank you for helping keep our church yard looking good.

Ted Foster,
Jr. Warden

Transition updates from the



Standing Committee

Bishop Price contract to end in May
April 8, 2021

This is a link to an update from the Standing Committee about findings
from the Diocese-wide survey in case you missed it. March 30, 2021

From [e]Connections: Anti-Racism training

Dismantling Racism, the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Anti-Racism training, will be held
on Saturday, April 24 via Zoom.

Training consists of viewing a short video, then attending a full-day workshop. Advance
registration is required. BEFORE REGISTERING for the workshop, you must watch one
of the pre-training videos available on the DSO Learning Portal in the Anti-Racism pre-
training section. You will be asked for feedback on the video you watch on
your registration form.

If you are unable to make this training, please visit the Absalom Jones Center for Racial
Justice and Healing in Atlanta for online training, which currently is also accepted as
official training for our diocese. No in-person training is available at this time.

Today was a nice sunny spring day and
here is a closeup view of reflections in one of the

prisms hanging in the Covid Memorial.
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Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation -
- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
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https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

 Office Hours: 10:00
a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

