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Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Once again we find ourselves celebrating Easter without the traditions of gathering
together in our church building listening to brass fanfares, decorating the Flower Cross,
sharing a big, enjoying a celebratory breakfast, beautiful worship service and of course, a
wonderful pot luck at the Fosters. We still miss the beauty and comfort of these
traditions. But we can also take comfort that what we celebrate today isn't really about
any of these things, no matter how much we miss and love them.

Today we celebrate the very heart and soul of Christianity, of what it means to follow the
Risen Christ. We don't follow a inspirational preacher or teacher. We don't worship a
charismatic miracle worker or savvy politician or attractive celebrity. We live the
Resurrection Life of the Risen Christ we were baptized into. This is true no matter what
life looks like, no matter the pain and suffering of our present time, no matter the injustice
or inequality of this present time, no matter what, we followers of the Risen Christ
proclaim his Resurrection. This proclamation tells the world God does not punish sin,
God redeems sin and transforms death into life.

During a time when there has been so much loss, the Proclamation of Jesus'
Resurrection helps us recognize those moments this past year when we couldn't do what
we normally do, we did and continue to do what we can. And by so doing we have
helped proclaim resurrection life. We've given away almost 500 face masks through our
Tree of Giving. During the outdoor services this fall we saw several of our neighbors feel
compelled to watch and even join us, something that never would have happened if we
were inside. By moving our worship outside our neighbors saw an expression of
Christianity they had not seen before - one that embodied God's love. The videos we
have put on You Tube are reaching people beyond our neighborhood and helping people
learn, grow, and feel connected to God. This is all good news and shows how we
proclaim not only with our words but with our actions and ministries:

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!



Lessons

for Easter Sunday – Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; I Corinthians 15: 1-11; John
20: 1-18. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty God, who through your only begotten So Jesus Christ overcame death and
opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of
the Lords resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 20:1-18

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings
lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take
him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said
these things to her.

Recognizing Resurrection

https://www.lectionarypage.net


It looked like the end of the road. Everything was over
and done; it was finished. This ending didn't feel like the
satisfaction of a job well done. It didn't feel like a well
completed project. This ending was all sorrow, fear,
confusion, and isolation, all the stuff of profound grief.

That is how Easter begins, although it isn't easy to
recognize it as a beginning. It doesn't begin like the
opening lines of a story or a movie. It doesn't start with an
explanation of what to expect. Instead Easter begins in
the heart of human suffering and loss; all the things
associated with endings. It begins when it was still dark.

The Gospel According to John takes us from the
miraculous life of Jesus, the heartbreak of betrayal, his
arrest and trial, his beating and crucifixion, his death and burial - all his experiences as
the Incarnate Word of God, deep into what God does with the worst of human choices
and actions. Easter begins not in some fairy tale realm far away, but in what is reality for
most of humanity.

That was the reality for Mary Magdalene who we read in John's Gospel went to the tomb
where Jesus was buried so early in the morning it was still dark. This darkness might be
the author of the Gospel's way of saying Mary Magdalene was feeling not only deep
sorrow and grief, she may have been feeling hopeless. Jesus had done some amazing
things and said some wonderful things but now he was dead and gone. It was over.
There was no salvation now. No Messiah. She and Jesus' other followers had been
wrong about him. Now, she wasn't sure where to go or what to do.

In such hopelessness she made her way to Jesus' tomb. A tomb is not associated with
beginnings. It's a place of coming to terms with endings, of closure. A couple years ago
my husband and his daughter and I took a trip Menomonee Falls in Wisconsin to visit his
brother's grave. We hadn't been able to see his brother before he died, so visiting the
grave gave us closure; we were able to make peace with my brother-in-law's death. And
to pray and remember. To look back on his life. That is perhaps typical of what to expect
when visiting the burial place of a loved one: closure, peace, and looking back.

But that peaceful closure, John's Gospel tells us, is not what Mary Magdalene found at
Jesus' tomb. She experienced shock and high drama when she got there and saw
someone had left the door open and Jesus was nowhere to be found. How could she
grieve now? So in dramatic fashion, Mary started running around. She ran to Peter who
was with another follower of Jesus called the "Beloved Disciple". Scholars tell us the first
readers of the Gospel would have known who that person was. Modern readers are told
scholars have several theories about this disciple's identity, including perhaps being the
leader of the community that John's Gospel came from. But for right now, all we need to
know is Mary ran to two of Jesus' disciples and told them something was wrong with
Jesus' tomb: he wasn't in it.

In keeping with the drama all three of them then ran back to the tomb, each getting there
at different times and seeing for themselves what was and wasn't in the tomb. That's
when we learn the body of Jesus is indeed gone, but his burial clothes were left behind
and someone had taken the time to neatly fold the cloth that had covered his head. This
discovery seems to be enough for one of the disciples to believe, but not stick around.
Both Peter and the other disciple left Mary Magdalene alone at the tomb, unable to



explain the emptiness of it to her or be with her in her grief.

That is when two angels show up and speak to Mary, asking her why she was crying. All
Mary could answer is her shock, fear, and confusion over Jesus' missing body. She
seemed to think something terrible had happened and she wanted to put things right.
She might have been thinking Jesus was dead, but he had been her beloved teacher,
leader, and healer who had liberated her from illness, and he deserved better than this
drama. His death may have been violent and unjust, meant to send a message to
anyone who stood up to religious and political power, but all that was over now, and he
deserved a peaceful resting place.

But it wasn't really over. That is why the tomb was empty and why two angels appeared
and spoke to Mary. Jesus had died, and God didn't allow death to have the final say.
God took death and all the betrayal, injustice, pain, suffering, violence, abuse of power
that went with it and negated them all with something new and different and so very
difficult to recognize: Resurrection Life.

All too often this part of Christianity gets misinterpreted or misunderstood. The word
"resurrection" is actually used a lot, but rarely is it used correctly. We can see the word
resurrection used in entertainments like novels and movies and art like poetry all the
time. You might even hear the word in science. Most often, it is used whenever a
character or living thing thought to be dead is somehow restored or brought back to life.
Always, it is restored to life that is just like it was before "death". The person/character or
living thing looks the same, sounds the same, and often behaves the same as they did
before. As miraculous as that phenomenon is, however, it isn't what happened to Jesus
in his tomb.

God did not bring Jesus back from the dead. Far from it. God raised Jesus to a new kind
of life. Not necessarily a life after death, though I'm not trying to say we won't be reunited
with our loved ones after they and we die. Easter is not about life beyond the grave.
Easter is the celebration of God's power, power that does not take life, but creates it,
redeems it, even transforms death into it. And this is what gives us hope, hope that
sustains and carries us through all the worst that life can throw at us and at the same
time helps us see and connect with the goodness and beauty that are also in the world.

Perhaps that is why Mary Magdalene did not recognize Jesus in the garden outside the
tomb. If we think about it, it's a fair question to ask why Mary didn't recognize the Risen
Jesus. She was one of his disciples. She had been healed by him. She followed him.
She listened to him. She financially supported him. She knew him. Why wouldn't she
recognize him when he stood beside her outside the tomb? Why didn't she recognize the
sound of his voice when he first spoke to her?

Many well-meaning scholars and preachers explain that Mary didn't recognize the Risen
Jesus because her profound grief kept her from recognizing him. Or she wasn't willing to
let go of her expectations and therefore couldn't recognize him. But the author of John's
Gospel may not be making an observation about grief by including this detail about not
being able to recognize the Risen Jesus. Because Mary Magdalene wasn't the only
disciple who could not recognize the Risen Jesus at first. Later in John's Gospel two
other disciples of Jesus walked with along the road to a town called Emmaus while he
talked for hours and despite spending all that time with him didn't recognize him until they
had stopped at a wayside, had dinner, and Jesus blessed and broke bread. When the
Risen Jesus appeared to the disciples in the upper room, they didn't recognize him until
he showed them the marks from the crucifixion on his body. For Mary, it wasn't until he
spoke her name that she realized the man in the garden was her Lord and teacher.



When Jesus brought his friend Lazarus back from the dead, no one had any trouble
recognizing him as soon as he emerged from his burial place still wrapped up in the
garments of death. We can assume once he was restored to life Lazarus resumed living
as he had before he had gotten sick and died.

With Jesus it is different because what happened to Jesus was different. The Risen
Jesus was not recognized until he brought back something from the shared experience
of the past. Which might indicate Jesus' Resurrection is not a way to go back to the way
life was before his death. The Risen Christ did not resume the way of life before his
death and burial. No more parable telling. No more healing the sick. No more feeding
thousands. The Risen Jesus did none of those things. Instead the Risen Jesus appeared
to those he had known and called them to participate in new life. Resurrection is God's
way for life to move forward, a new way to live that isn't based on scarcity or fear or
violence or prestige or inequality or greed but life as God intended from the very
beginning. Life characterized by God's love for us all. Through Jesus' Resurrection we
learn what God does with sin; God does not punish sin, God redeems it, turns it upside
down and inside out, deprives sin of its power over us, liberates us from living in scarcity
and fear to live in God's abundance. Resurrection life is where there is more than
enough for everyone, where wealth isn't based on what others do not have, and death is
not a tool for keeping people afraid and oppressed.

I read something a preacher wrote about how this year, as we experience our second
Easter in a pandemic when most of us have not returned to in- person worship, that it
might be harder for preachers to proclaim Jesus' Resurrection because most of us might
not feel joyful right now. It might not feel like Easter, it might feel like an ending, especial
for those grieving the loss of loved ones who died from COVID-19. He may be right. For
me, I find it frustrating to proclaim Jesus' Resurrection when it feels like most people
want to go backward to the way life was before the pandemic. Such a desire lacks the
profound joy and truth of the Resurrection which tells us the Risen Jesus isn't where we
used to be, he is calling us to something different.

The Risen Jesus appeared to those who had followed him and once they recognized
him, he called them to a new ministry. He called Mary Magdalene to proclaim his
Resurrection. He called Peter to "feed" and "care for" his followers. He called all his
followers to tell of his life, death and Resurrection and baptize anyone who wants into
that same Resurrection Life, to make his life, death, and Resurrection ours. The Risen
Jesus still comes to us, but not in our past. He appears to us in Resurrection life
moments, those moments where we let go of what we accept as "normal" even though
normal is often composed of inequality and injustice and really live into that Resurrection
Life, sometimes called the Beloved Community.

I've been in Beloved Community before; I know it can and does exist. When I was in
seminary, I saw the very conservative campus of Nashotah House transform from
stubbornly sticking to a belief that women should not be priests into the community that
loved me and supported me the most when I was ordained a priest. In fact, it was the
same people who had once rejected me who gave me my title Mother, which they meant
with deep love and respect. And I learned not to judge or "cancel" my colleagues for their
different views; instead, I practiced compassion as I learned where their views came
from. Both changes created Beloved Community that had room for us all. This
transformation didn't happen overnight. It took years and involved suffering and humility.
But it was also one of the times I found myself face to face with the Risen Christ. We
were living Beloved Community, where we had mutual love and respect for each other,
and we felt hope. If it can happen there, it can happen anywhere.



As we celebrate another Easter in this strange way, and as we look to the expectation of
returning to in-person parish life and resuming other in-person activities, I pray we will
resist the temptation to go back to the way things were just for the sake of comfort and
instead look with hopeful joy and courage to what the Risen Christ is calling us to. I'm not
saying we won't have church services or ministries. What I'm saying is now we have an
opportunity to move forward into worship and ministries that more deeply embody the
Beloved Community, the Resurrection Life, and to proclaim through our words, our
ministry, our worship, our music that we have seen The Lord and He is Risen!

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is Risen Indeed! A L L E L U I A !

Watch a video
of this Sermon

HERE.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris L., Elena, Jan S, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary
Ann Baitinger; David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth
Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook, David
Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family,
Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale
Paul, Mark Richardson, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them. **

Birthdays:  Bob Spero (4/4), Kate Ortman Cottrill (4/5), Susan Karageorge (4/8), John

https://youtu.be/4fvNMB94FGs
https://youtu.be/4fvNMB94FGs
https://youtu.be/4fvNMB94FGs


Ortman (4/8), Joanne Worstall (4/8), Pat Smith (4/9), Grant Smith (4/10)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music recorded for
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021

1. Fantasy for two trumpets and organ on “Now the
green blade riseth”      Raymond Haan

2. Fantasy on “Jesus Christ is risen today”
S. Drummond Wolfe

3. Awake the trumpet’s lofty sound  audio
version. G. F. Handel

4. Awake the trumpet’s lofty sound  video
version, YouTube     G. F. Handel

Trumpet Soloists: John Schlabach
and Daniel Adamczyk

Listening Links:

Jesus Christ is risen today Hymn 207

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Hail Thee festival day Hymn 175

Anthem:  Awake, arise   Howard Helvey (Note: GS
choir has sung this anthem)

He is risen Hymn 180

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FantasyTwoTrumpetsAndOrganGreenBladeRiseth(4apr2021)RHaan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FantasyJesusChristRisenToday(4apr2021)SDWolfe.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AwakeTrumpetsLoftySound(4apr2021)GFHandel.mp3
https://youtu.be/z27zs4QEqeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkWaoJZGvsA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5WEU5Kg5sQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lxlcus4IoM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9S5D3cRJjbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyOSU4M9ksA&t=90s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306


(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry’s
2021 Easter message

“Our work goes on. Our labor for
love continues,”

Announcements

Update from Mother Deborah

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

How I wish we were together today so I could hear your response. Who could have
predicted a year ago not only would we still be celebrating Easter in this strange
way, but I would also be recovering from not one but two complete hip
replacement surgeries?

Below is a photo from 2017.

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2021/03/31/presiding-bishop-michael-currys-2021-easter-message/


The church was dressed for Easter Sunday Saturday morning.
(Note Easter Lilies on the altar.)



Easter Day Procession in 2019
(most recent Easter inside Building.



Did you notice the photo of Julie Nehls in Saturday's Athens Messenger??

Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm


Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation -
- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not

https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/doing-church-during-covid-19/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


open to the public all
other hours.


