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Church Building and Office Reminder
(22 April 2021)

The Diocese has just Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship (includes Ohio guidelines and
other useful links regarding potential parish
activities). However, this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The visiting and
working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

Most Recent Update on Mother Deborah
 
I remain deeply grateful for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, and expressions of care
during my recovery from my most recent hip replacement surgery. I continue to heal.
Healing is a process that takes its own time.

During this time I am incredibly grateful to my physical therapists who not only guide me
through rehabilitation exercises but provide me encouragement. When I expressed
frustration about what I perceived as lack of progress (even though I know I'm supposed
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to give myself a break because I had two major surgeries only three months apart and
this is a cause of trauma to my body - SPOILER ALERT: I'm not particularly good at
giving myself a break) they changed up my routine by giving me new challenges so I
could experience how far along in my recovery I actually am. In so doing they let me
experience what they see, both the good and the areas that still need work. This not only
lifted my spirits, but it also motivated me to keep up my daily exercises and do them
better because while I am not "out of the woods yet," I can believe I'll get there.

This experience also reminds me that all systems—our bodies, church, schools,
businesses, etc.—can also learn from changes to our routines by experiencing what is
strong, what is getting stronger, and what needs attention. This doesn't have to be a
dreary process; it can be uplifting, especially when we let go of the comfort and reliability
of routines.

I continue to work full time from home and am available via email, text, FaceTime, Zoom,
phone calls, or in- person visits as you are comfortable. I am grateful to everyone who is
stepping up to help care for the church yard, the members of the altar guild who continue
to keep the church dressed appropriately for the liturgical year, and everyone who is
helping out. I love the way we work together.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Are you or is someone you know interested in a year
with the Episcopal Service Corps?

Greetings Deborah,

Our final online Open House for the recruitment season is just one week away - May 4 at
8 pm Eastern/7 pm Central/6 pm Mountain/5 pm Pacific.

If you, or someone you know, is 21-32 years and interested in a Service Year, this is a
fantastic opportunity to talk to ESC alumni and current Corps members, find out what it's
like to serve through ESC, and ask any questions you may have about the application
and deployment process.

Click here to register.

Know someone who might be discerning a year of ESC? Forward this email to them with
an invitation to participate.

Questions? Email us, esc@episcopalchurch.org.

In peace...

Wendy Johnson
Episcopal Service Corps Coordinator

https://episcopalservicecorps.org/open-house/


Greetings, friends:

Solarize Ohio has reconfigured and
broadened its scope. With the support of
Diocesan Council, we have formed an official
Task Force of the diocese and will focus on
additional Creation Care and Environmental
Justice ministry areas while we continue to
work to make solar energy a reality. Our initial areas of focus are environmental justice,
energy efficiency, and formation.

To that point, this weekend we will make our first formation offering from the task force.
Dr. Adam Clark, Professor of Theology at Xavier University, will give a zoom webinar
called "Christianity as an Earth-Honoring Faith: A Call to Public Discipleship." Some of
you may have heard Dr. Clark speak at the Absalom Jones Symposium in February of
this year. A Zoom link to register for the event is here.

Additionally, All Saints Episcopal Church in New Albany will host Dr. Clark's talk onsite
for a limited number of guests. If you would like to hear Dr. Clark speak in person, click
here to register. Masks are required and attendees will be seated in chairs more than 6'
apart.

We have two additional "asks" for you today. First, please forward this information to
anyone inside or outside your congregations so they may also have the chance to hear
Dr. Clark speak. Second, we are hoping to expand our task group and increase our
diversity in all areas—passion/interest, geographic location, gender, race, age, etc. If you
know of a person who is called to Creation Ministry and would like to be more involved in
diocesan efforts, please connect us to them, and vice versa.

We are grateful for your continued support of this ministry and hope that you are as
excited about our next steps as we are.

In Christ,
Creation Care and Environmental Justice co-Chairs
Catherine Duffy, catherineteresaduffy@gmail.com 
The Rev. Craig Foster, cfospe85@gmail.com 

Last Sunday (Good Shepherd Sunday) Kelly Lattimore posted the
following on his Facebook page.

"Happy Good Shepherd Sunday

This icon holds a lot of meaning for me. It was painted for a Parish
that is dear to my heart, The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
in Athens, Ohio. The people of the parish were an integral part to our

mission, work, and community life of the Good Earth Farm where I lived and worked for
six years. The community at the farm grew and gleaned produce for the many food
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pantries in the area, inviting anyone in the Athens community to join us planting,
harvesting, and delivering food, to collecting eggs, feeding pigs, and shearing sheep.
There is much to be said about the conversations and connection that come from
weeding an entire row of carrots with a complete stranger. Our real work was about
communion. We hoped our work as farmers brought us a greater connection to Creation
and the marginalized. We hoped to be a sign for the dignity of work and the reverent use
of resources. We wished to balance the roles and responsibilities that uplift the common
good while respecting the individual's need for creativity and autonomy. To be signs of
peace while working side by side. Most Shepherds in Jesus’ day would spend weeks
with their flock out in the wilderness. The Shepherd would even drink the milk of the
ewes for sustenance. He needed them as much as they needed him. The Good
Shepherd is not a sign of a Jesus who rules over us, or tells us what to do, or of our
almighty benefactor. Rather, it is a sign that the world—like humanity—is a place where
God communes with us. The relationship of humanity to creation isn’t just to ensure its
flourishing, or to prevent its extinction or, worse, to consume our allotted share of it and
dominate it. It is to bring creation into the relationship of praise and thanksgiving, and see
it all, and our very lives, as gifts.

To all of my fellow Good Earth Farm companions, The Good Shepherd Episcopal
Church, The Diocese of Southern Ohio, to the many groups, organizations,
Congregations, lone individuals, interns, and priests who joined us on our way. . .
Thinking of you today. "

Kelly Latimore
Kellylatimoreicons.com

And check out this article in Christian Century magazine. Iconographer Kelly Latimore
sees God in plain sight “People asked, ‘Is it George Floyd or Jesus?’ .My answer was
yes.” Robert Lowes interviews Kelly Latimore. April 26, 2021

https://kellylatimoreicons.com/
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/interview/iconographer-kelly-latimore-sees-god-plain-sight


Here are two photos from Terrie
Sherman. The squirrel above is
saying feed me more because I am
so cute.

Right, is "Angel," an Arabian foal born
on April 18th on Terrie's cousin's
farm.

Above is a quite impressive fungus
growing out of a dead tree in the
Fosters' woods. The morels are not
out yet. To the left is the full moon
rising this week; note the stop sign.



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.
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