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READINGS
appointed for use on Holy Saturday

Job 14:1-14
Psalm 130

1 Peter 4:1-8
Matthew 27:57-66
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Today is a day of waiting. It gives us the opportunity to reflect on how we practice
waiting. Do we count down the minutes with our eyes on the clock? Or distract ourselves
with games, projects, or entertainment? Do we pace the floor?

 For the first followers of Jesus it was a day of grief and sorrow, maybe even feeling
helpless. Jesus had told them he would rise again, but at the time after his death, at best,
they might have thought he was speaking metaphorically.

After Jesus' resurrection, the early church created a liturgy for this day of grief and
waiting that answers the question of how the church waits between Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. The liturgy is called the Great Vigil of Easter (found in the Book of
Common Prayer on pages 284-295). It is a beautiful liturgical embodiment of hope and
resurrection.

The Great Vigil of Easter begins outside (traditionally after the sun has set) with the
lighting of the first fire. From that fire the Paschal or Christ candle is lit and then brought
into a dark church where an ancient prayer called The Exultet that connects Christ's
resurrection to liberation from sin and death is read or chanted. This prayer prepares us
for hearing the Biblical story of salvation beginning with creation, the fall, and following
God's People through the stories of the Hebrew Bible to the books of the prophets who
spoke of a messiah.

The liturgy then transitions into baptism of new members or the renewing of our
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Baptismal vows because we believe through our baptism we are buried with Christ and
raised with him into resurrection life. After the baptism, the Proclamation of Christ's
resurrection is joyfully exclaimed as bells ring and the Gloria is sung. It is believed for the
early church the service lasted all night, and the resurrection proclamation occurred as
the sun was rising. Then the liturgy moves into a the Gospel reading, sermon, and Holy
Communion.

The Great Vigil of Easter is more than a dramatic worship experience, as the oldest
Christian liturgy, it is a powerful witness from the early church of waiting with grief and
hope by telling us the story of salvation through light, scripture, baptism, and Holy
Communion that are also the celebration of resurrection life.

We will again miss this in-person service this year, and I suspect it will be challenging to
replicate on line. Some things you just have to be there to experience. Maybe this year
you could reflect on how you might wait with grief and hope. Maybe there is a story of
salvation you could watch or listen to this holy night.

From page 295
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection;
stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we,
being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

The Collect

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear son
was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await with him the
coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life; who now lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

The Gospel
Matthew 27:57-66

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to
be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the
tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were

there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered before Pilate and said, "Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was
still alive, `After three days I will rise again.' Therefore command the tomb to be made
secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away, and tell the
people, `He has been raised from the dead,' and the last deception would be worse than
the first." Pilate said to them, "You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you



can." So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

A Sermon for Holy Saturday

"The resurrection is more than “beating the odds.” Jesus’s ministry on Earth
continues to this moment as all are called to discipleship."

This guest sermon for Holy Saturday is provided by Gene Hallahan, a priest in the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio. Rev. Hallahan is leading and assisting with
services at Christ Episcopal Church in Ironton, Ohio. CLICK HERE TO VIEW

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

A Holy Week
message

from
Bishop Price

Even though the church has
been unoccupied for worship
services most of this year it
has been dressed

https://youtu.be/1rt2TnsB1ro
https://youtu.be/1rt2TnsB1ro
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453
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https://vimeo.com/530025453


appropriately for the seasons
and Thursday evening David
and Lynn stripped the altar
and shrouded as we would
normally do.

--------

Today, in lieu of our usual
Easter Vigil they will prepare
the Church for the Easter
Season. Following below are
vigil scenes from 2019 (?)







Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This link takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of your donation
-- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.
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