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The Fourth Sunday in the Season of Easter - remember in the Church Easter is not a
day, it is a season of fifty days where we celebrate, contemplate and read the accounts
of Jesus' resurrection in scripture - is called "Good Shepherd Sunday" because all the
readings are about Jesus the Good Shepherd.

Since our parish is called Church of the Good Shepherd today is like a celebration of our
patron saint. Often times, this is occasion for us to renew our commitment to follow the
Risen Jesus and our mission. However, in a time of global pandemic, the ways this
pandemic has highlighted the drastic inequities and inequalities in our country and
brought so much loss, perhaps this year it is better to reflect on how the Risen Jesus, our
Good Shepherd, walks with us through difficult times, as it says in Psalm 23:

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lay down in green pastures, and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul, and guides me along right pathways for his name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil.
For you are with me, your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me, in the presence of those who trouble me.
You have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of The Lord forever. (text from BCP page 612)

Even though we cannot gather in person yet, perhaps this Good Shepherd Sunday is a
good opportunity to reflect on where we see the Risen Christ with us.



Above: This icon ('The Good Shepherd')
was written by iconographer and friend of
the parish Kelly Latimore.

Below: a shepherd's crook and the 'The
Good Shepherd' hang on the wall in the
sanctuary next to the pulpit. The
shepherd's crook was given to the parish
several years ago. In 2019 'The Good
Shepherd' was commissioned and given to
the Church of Good Shepherd.

Last month, Kelly Latimore unveiled 'The
Good Shepherdess' on his Facebook site.
He writes -- "This Icon is for the Priests,
spiritual directors, counselors, elders,
deacons, nuns, God-parents, Mothers, and
Sisters; it is for all of the women who have
guided me on my journey." This icon was
commissioned by a mother for her
Daughter. The Good Shepherdess stands
on the cliff faced shore of Shetland
Scotland.



Lessons

LESSONS for the Fourth Sunday of Easter – Acts 4: 5-12; Psalm 23; I John 3: 16-24;
John 10: 11-18. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who,
with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 10:11-18

https://www.lectionarypage.net


Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not
care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I
know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I
lay down my life for the sheep. I have other
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For

this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”

        "I've Come So Far, I Think I Can Run On
Just A Little Bit Longer."

  I can't remember where I first read this quote, but I tried
to commit it to memory because I liked how it embodies
the practice and value of perseverance. I also liked it
because it reminded me of when I used to run long
distance and when I'd start to get tired, I'd tell myself if I
made it this far, I could run a bit more. This way of
thinking helped me finish every training session and
every race I started.

   Perseverance isn't just for athletics. It's an essential aspect of religion, spirituality,
music, academic pursuits, justice, change, and how we will get through challenging times
for the better.

   My husband knew I felt a connection to the quote, so he gave me a brass disk on a
chain with those words stamped on it. Interestingly, the company that made and sold the
pendent also provides an explanation of the quote's origin.

   According to the company, this phrase was often used by Dr. Dean Thompson when
he was at Presbyterian College to inspire students to get through a rough exam, class,
semester, year, or the challenges of life. But Dr. Thompson didn't create the phrase. That
honor goes to legendary Black gospel singer Mother Willie Mae Ford Smith who adapted
it from a line in a gospel song. I had never heard of Mother Smith, so I looked her up and
discovered she was a remarkable woman of faith and perseverance who helped shape a
musical genre by shepherding some of its greatest contributors.

   She was born in Rolling Fork, Mississippi in 1904 and loved to sing from an early age.



Over time she became an accomplished gospel singer, but she was against the
commercialization of gospel music and chose to tour and perform instead of record
songs. She helped train many other gospel singers and encouraged several singers to
use their gifts to follow their callings. Some of these singers went on to great success
including Mahalia Jackson and Aretha Franklin. She had such a nurturing temperament
with everyone she encountered that people called her Mother; a title she received with
the same love and gratitude with which it was given.

   Mother Willie Mae Ford Smith did more than sing gospel music: she became the first
woman to be ordained and to preach in the Lively Stone Apostolic Church in St. Louis
where she taught and preached for thirty years. She created the sermonette, a piece of
spoken dialog within a gospel song that many successful gospel musicians like Kirk
Franklin use today. She wasn't recognized nationally for her own singing until the mid-
1980's when she was featured in a documentary about gospel music. In the later years
of her life, Mother Smith lived in Tower Village Nursing Home where she continued to
preach weekly and met with African American women suffering from anxiety who
reported finding peace and relief after talking with Mother Smith. She died in 1994; loved
by many who consider her one of the most influential gospel singers of all time. One of
the few people who interviewed her wrote of her, "She helped shape gospel music,
schooled its next singers, and mothered us all."

   What this brief summary of her life leaves out is her strong Christian faith that helped
her overcome many challenges, setbacks, disappointments, injustices, and inequalities
and still made a significantly positive impact on the lives of so many. Mother Smith was
able to persevere because she knew the Holy Spirit was with her and empowering her
no matter what. This gave her hope and strength whether she was breaking gender
barriers, standing up to corporate greed and the commercialization of the church, or
inspiring someone to live into their calling. Like so many shepherds, Mother Willie Mae
Ford Smith believed God was with her, and that meant change would happen, not
because she wanted it to, not in one grand swoop; but slowly, one step at a time,
because she believed she was a small part in the resurrection life God is bringing into
the world.

   In the story of her life, Mother Smith points us to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, which is
why I am mentioning her today on Good Shepherd Sunday. Some of you might
remember the fourth Sunday in the season of Easter is always the day we have Bible
readings that refer to Jesus the Good Shepherd. Because our parish is named Church of
the Good Shepherd, that makes this Sunday special for us, sort of like a celebration of
our patron saint.

   We might wonder why Jesus is referred to as a shepherd. Biblical scholars and
historians tell us shepherds are frequently mentioned in both the Old and New
Testaments. Perhaps because the audience was familiar with shepherds and their
essential role in ancient economies and societies. Like all things, there were nuances
around shepherding, and not all shepherds did their job the same way. Shepherds were
caretakers of flocks of animals like sheep or goats. Shepherds didn't just watch over the
flocks; they were invested in the animals. Shepherds did everything from assisting to
birthing babies, giving medical attention to the animals, looking for the animals who got
lost or separated, and guiding them to safe places to eat, drink, and sleep. While some
shepherds saw the animals in their care for their monetary value only, there were other
shepherds who believed the entire lives of the animals were what gave them value. Even
before Jesus' time anyone could tell the difference between the shepherd who only
cared for what a flock was worth and the shepherd who cared for the lives of the animals
in their flock. The later wasn't in it for the short-term dividend but was committed to be



with each sheep for its entire life. That type of shepherd was called good.

  That is why we call Jesus the Good Shepherd, because Jesus is committed to sharing
the whole journey of life with us, even to death and back. That is an essential part of
resurrection life and why we do not need to fear death. Jesus has already made that
journey and will walk with us through any pain or suffering into resurrection life.

    When the Church is at our best, we help people from all walks of life look for and
recognize Jesus present in the world through our worship, ministries, studies, and
presence in our community. Sometimes, however, when we aren't at our best, we can
make the mistake of thinking shepherd is code for leader instead of one who is present
through all things. That can lead to the mistake of thinking we are the Good Shepherds,
or our clergy are the good shepherds instead of Jesus. That is usually when the church
fails, when we care far more about attendance, prestige, power, and doing things the
way we've always done them because they bring us comfort instead of reflecting on how
we engage in healing the hurt and divisions in society or working to change unjust
systems both inside and outside the church to make room for people of all walks of life.
We can forget growth means growing closer to the Kingdom of God instead of getting
bigger and wealthier and more popular.

   That is why we need shepherds like Mother Willie Mae Ford Smith to show us by word
and example we are meant to lift up and nurture each other, to see the potential in each
other, to praise God, and to persevere through difficult times of suffering because God
can and does work through those painful times to create new and better life -
resurrection life. In the readings for today, one theme that is consistent in all of them is
how Jesus, the Good Shepherd, perseveres in loving us through all circumstances. In
the beautiful words from Psalm 23, the Good Shepherd isn't only present when the
pastures and water are good. The Good Shepherd is with us through difficulties, even
setting a grand table for us in the midst of our enemies and walking with us through the
valley of the shadow of death. In John's Gospel, the author reminds us when other
shepherds like conspiracy theories, political leaders, businesses, and others who claim
to care for us can't hang in there with us through the tough times, because they only care
about our value as consumers, Jesus is still with us. And the readings from John's letter
and the Acts of the Apostles inspire us that while there is only one Good Shepherd, we
can help people see and connect to Jesus when we attempt to embody that same
sacrificial love of God in the world, like Mother Willie Mae Ford Smith.

   This means her quote about running on a bit longer not because the end is in sight, but
because of how far we've come, is a wonderful gift for Good Shepherd Sunday this year.
When we aren't at our best, we can rush forward toward a goal or a finish line without
considering what is behind us. When we make that mistake, we don't necessarily make
progress toward resurrection life, because we don't realize how we got to where we are.
I sometimes see this tendency when someone claims racism or sexism no longer exist
because they mistake one move forward such as making new laws that are more equal
or inclusive, or court cases that uphold those laws, or electing people of color and
women leaders as indicators that racism or sexism are only the stuff of history. However,
the truth is far more complex, and living into deep resurrection change like racial justice
and environmental justice will take time and endurance. That is why persistence is an
important trait of the Good Shepherd and all those who follow Jesus.

   The same is true for the pandemic. Many people mistake the development of the
vaccine as the end of the pandemic. But COVID-19 can't be turned off like a switch, and
we'd all be making a grave error if we tried to go back to what was without taking into
consideration all we've been learning, observing, and even what we've lost during the



pandemic. One of the lessons we learn from the Good Shepherd is Jesus isn't only
walking with us through difficult times of suffering like a pandemic or systemic racism, he
is leading us through the suffering into to a better day. One that is closer to God's
Kingdom here on earth, where medical care like vaccines is available to all people
regardless of age or where they live so no one has to wait their turn or drive to different
towns in order to be treated. Where opportunities aren't limited by skin color, race,
gender, mobility, age, or where you went to school. And where we recognize our
connection to the earth is one of caretaker not over consumption of its resources.

    Mother Smith's quote about persevering is more than a source of inspiration for me. It
grounds me in the faith and life of following Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and connects
me to her and all that company of heaven who have gone before me, all of whom have
served as shepherds nurturing me in that faith. The quote also gives me perspective to
what the past year has revealed: the racial injustice some thought was behind us, the
economic disparity in access to health care, continued gender inequalities, instability of
the economy and carelessness of many businesses remind me there is great suffering in
the world, some of which I share. That's why Mother Smith's words are such a gift. They
remind us there is another way to look at the past, one that sees progress as building
blocks, not finish lines. The progress we've made in the past is never for naught, even
when it looks like it is being undone. The quote also reminds me struggle and suffering is
not a waste if we realize it's source and seek to eliminate it. It reminds us if we got this
far, we could go a little farther. And then a little farther. One step at a time, even when
those steps feel weary, they will take us not backward, but forward, closer to God's
Kingdom. We are not alone. The Good Shepherd is right here with us. Calling us,
nurturing us through shepherds he sends to us, to good, green pastures, beside cool,
clear water, through dangerous places deep into the loving heart of God where we are
all at home.

Watch a video of Mother Deborah's Sermon 
HERE.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of
Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

https://youtu.be/rrYf81wGhxY


In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Bud and Carol, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Glinnis Davies,
Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Ted Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault,
Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott
Kemball-Cook, Monya Monroe, Don Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Jane Patton, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them.  **

Birthdays:  Sirlei Martin (4/25), Jenny Spero (4/27), Eli Cottrill (4/28), Pam Rollins
(4/30), Amelia Dygas (5/1)

Anniversary:  Tom and Jane Redfern (4/29)

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music for April 25, 2021
The organ music for this Sunday is in
celebration of the 4th Sunday of Easter –
(Good Shepherd Sunday)

1. Brother James Air (Psalm 23) M.
Searle Wright

2. The King of Love my shepherd is
(Hymn 645 – St. Columba) Wilbur Held

3. The King of Love my shepherd is
(Hymn 646 – Dominus Regit Me) Emma
Lou Diemer

4. My shepherd will supply my need
(Hymn 664 – Resignation) Wilbur Held

5. Good Christians all rejoice and sing
(Hymn 205 -Gelobt sei Gott) Noel Rowsthorne

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BrotherJamesAir(Psalm23)(25apr2021)Wright.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/KingLoveShepherdIs(Hymn645)(25apr2021)Held.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/KingLoveShepherdIs(Hymn646)(25apr2021)Diemer.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MyShepherdWillSupplyNeed(Hymn664)(25apr2021)Held.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GoodChristiansRejoice(Hymn205)(25apr2021)Rowsthorne.mp3


Listening Links:

Hymn 645

Psalm 23

The Lord is my Shepherd – Rutter

Hymn 664

Hymn 205

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Cakes, a coffee hour tradition on Good Shepherd Sunday

Good Shepherd Cake from 26 April 2018
and

Good Shepherd Cake from 26 April 2013

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjcImI7nA7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHEjpQmvoVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9kj88WV9BQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hr7P_ouXO_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8k9-ddmIcb4
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/




Quick Links
Parish website

 Sermons

Parish calendar

Contact us

Campus Interest

E-News Guidelines
and Back Issues

Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café

Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-
person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being for Athens. Someone might be in the
office between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation

-- e.g. organ fund,
plate collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/doing-church-during-covid-19/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/


Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons
 

64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877 

chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/

