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Church Building and Office Reminder
(22 April 2021)

The Diocese has just Updated Guidelines for
Public Worship (includes Ohio guidelines and
other useful links regarding potential parish
activities). However, this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The visiting and
working about the church grounds is
encouraged, but the building (inside) remains
closed until further notice.

Greetings, friends:

Solarize Ohio has reconfigured and
broadened its scope. With the support of
Diocesan Council, we have formed an official
Task Force of the diocese and will focus on
additional Creation Care and Environmental
Justice ministry areas while we continue to
work to make solar energy a reality. Our initial areas of focus are environmental justice,
energy efficiency, and formation.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Updated-guidelines_042221.pdf


To that point, this weekend we will make our first formation offering from the task force.
Dr. Adam Clark, Professor of Theology at Xavier University, will give a zoom webinar
called "Christianity as an Earth-Honoring Faith: A Call to Public Discipleship." Some of
you may have heard Dr. Clark speak at the Absalom Jones Symposium in February of
this year. A Zoom link to register for the event is here.

Additionally, All Saints Episcopal Church in New Albany will host Dr. Clark's talk onsite
for a limited number of guests. If you would like to hear Dr. Clark speak in person, click
here to register. Masks are required and attendees will be seated in chairs more than 6'
apart.

We have two additional "asks" for you today. First, please forward this information to
anyone inside or outside your congregations so they may also have the chance to hear
Dr. Clark speak. Second, we are hoping to expand our task group and increase our
diversity in all areas—passion/interest, geographic location, gender, race, age, etc. If you
know of a person who is called to Creation Ministry and would like to be more involved in
diocesan efforts, please connect us to them, and vice versa.

We are grateful for your continued support of this ministry and hope that you are as
excited about our next steps as we are.

In Christ,
Creation Care and Environmental Justice co-Chairs
Catherine Duffy, catherineteresaduffy@gmail.com 
The Rev. Craig Foster, cfospe85@gmail.com 

See the remarks delivered by Presiding Bishop
Michael B. Curry during a Service of Compline
hosted by The Episcopal Church in Minnesota on
April 20, 2021, following the verdict in the trial of
Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd.

Follow this link: Reflection Given During Post-Verdict Service of Compline

One of the music pieces recorded for Easter Sunday, April
4, 2021, was Fantasy for two trumpets and organ on
"Now the green blade riseth."

We have taken the original uncompressed sound track and
combined it with photos of the "insides" the church's Aeolian-
Skinner pipe organ, which is in the process of being restored.
The resulting video has been uploaded to the Church's
YouTube site and also will be added to the Church's
Facebook page for the Organ Restoration project.

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/event/christianity-as-an-earth-honoring-faith-a-call-to-public-discipleship/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4ca9ac23a1fd0-christianity
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=242225754322575


So — you are invited to fire up your engineering
headphones or big home speakers that bring audio to life,
crank up the volume, and enjoy!

Click HERE for the YouTube version.

If you have not checked it out as yet here is a link to the
Aeolian-Skinner Organ, Athens, OH Facebook Page.

Parish Spring Cleanup

Since we cannot join up in
bunches for a spring cleanup
day, that does not prevent
sprucing things up around the
church—all spring and
summer long. All that is
required a mask (and
whatever tools you need).

Some of the tasks outside are
to weed the flower beds,
weed the gravel around the
columbarium, prune/trim dead
branches from bushes in the
yard, weed and mulch the
flower beds, and and bring in
additional flowers to plant and
later in summer water the
beds.

Some work has already commenced. This week Julie Nehls (who refuses to wear a
mask for photographs and is sitting down on the job) and her able assistant David Burton
cleaned up this flower bed. Also Jack Flemming has been scraping, caulking, priming,
and repainting reachable window sills, etc.

https://youtu.be/b8gYbDwKg9Y
https://www.facebook.com/Aeolian-Skinner-Organ-Athens-OH-105707444817331


Perhaps this fall we can take Inside opportunities that may include deep cleaning and
tossing away outdated items in the kitchen, choir back room, and janitor's closets and
storage areas, as well as dusting of furniture and window sills throughout and windows
inside.

Lawn Mowing 2021

Thanks to David Burton, Dana Carlson, Jack Flemming, Ted Foster, Michael Luelloff,
Allyn Reilly, Jean Thomas (sponsor), and Curt Sherman for being part of our mowing
team last year. I have heard from most of you for this year. Michael Wootton and Ty Carr
have added themselves to the team, and Anne Walker as a sponsor. Michael Luelloff has
decided not to commit specifically until he is able to see about a knee problem. This
suggested schedule is essentially a repeat from last year with a couple of "global
warming" weeks added to the season.

Most of us are getting long in the tooth, and mowing the steeper banks in the front and
along that high wall on the south side of the church is difficult and not particularly safe. I
am doing the first few cuts on flat areas of the lawn to see if we can get by aesthetically
without mowing the steep areas and relying on a weed trimmer instead, if necessary.
Below is a photo the results as of now (you may need to zoom in). Previously Dana
Carlson did some research into installing ground cover in these areas and has offered to
revisit this option. And furthermore, we have had considerable $$ offers to purchase
ground cover. So, mowers, for now resist the urge to mow anything that has not been
recently mowed.

I will hope to try to remember to send out a reminder each week. If you are unable to
mow during your scheduled week (Mon-Sat), please switch weeks with another person
on the team, or call Michael (262-349-2014), who can mow for you for a fee of $50, or
we may hire someone. Let me know, and I will update the schedule. For more
information please contact me, Ted Foster, at foster.theodore@gmail.com.

Thank you for helping keep our church yard looking good.

Ted Foster, Jr. Warden

Here is a link to the mowing schedule as of today.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/MowingSchedule2021.pdf


Rector-Vision: Watching TV with the Rector
 
The Television Show We All Need Right Now -
One Without A Villain

The fourteen weeks I spent recovering from one hip
surgery while preparing for another hip surgery
while working at home during a pandemic proved to
be a rougher experience than I expected. Although
I had one new hip, the old one still gave me pain
and sorrow when I realized I wasn't going to feel
good or progress physically the way I wanted until
my second hip was replaced. It was frustrating.

One way I attempted to give myself a break and
rest was by watching television when I wasn't
working, going to physical therapy, or doing
exercises at home. That is how I discovered a six-
episode television series called WandaVision. As
my husband and I watched an episode a week, I
realized this show is exactly what I needed, and our community, church and our country
needs right now. And I wasn't alone. Before its final episode aired on Disney Plus, it had
become the most watched series of all time.

WandaVision is part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, part of the Avengers franchise.
But don't let that scare you off or give you cause to dismiss it, because WandaVision is
also an homage to classic television series like The Dick Van Dyke Show, I Love Lucy,
Bewitched, The Twilight Zone, The Brady Bunch, Family Ties, and more recent shows
like Malcom in the Middle. Familiar tropes are played out by two Avengers, Wanda
Maximoff and Vision, and at first glance this is enjoyable escapism. And what better
break from the inconveniences of a global pandemic than a fun and creative twist on
nostalgia?

As the series progresses, however, a mystery emerges centered around the main
character, Wanda. We know she doesn't belong in a black and white 1950s style sitcom,
even though she seems happy to be there. Her partner, named Vision, knows it too.
Theories get posited within the series that there is a villain holding Wanda captive, or
suggest that she is the villain.

The beauty of WandaVision, however, is that there is no evil villain and no evil plot. There
is just Wanda, a character who embodies deep grief and so much emotional trauma.
Wanda has a tragic backstory. She lost everyone and everything she loved. Gradually it
gets revealed (SPOILER ALERT) that almost every aspect of the world of WandaVision
is something made by Wanda in an attempt to create a world where she can be happy, a
world without the pain of grief, her grief. However, in her attempt to create such a world,
Wanda inadvertently took over and caused emotional harm to people who lived in a
small town. When she realized that avoiding her grief caused a community pain and
suffering, she released them because it was never her intent to hurt anyone.

I think I was attracted to WandaVision because what was behind my frustration was grief
—grief caused by the losses of the pandemic, the temporary loss of my mobility, the
energy required for healing. The brilliance of giving us a television series without a villain
to fight against in order for the hero to prove her worth is that it gave all of us who were
watching what we need most right now: a cautionary tale about the harm we can cause



to ourselves and others when we try to avoid the journey of grief. Grief hurts, and yet as
one of the characters in WandaVision observed, "What is grief if not love
preserving?" What a powerful reminder that our worth doesn't come from the powers of a
hero, but in being loved by God, who perseveres in loving us. So it's important to
acknowledge our grief, as it is part of love, the same love that binds and nurtures us all.

When I observe the desire expressed to return to life the way it was before the pandemic
without pausing to consider what life is like now, what changes have happened, and what
changes we need to make to be able to be together with reduced risk of transmitting a
virus that has not vanished, I see the same denial of grief and loss that created
WandaVision. If we rush back to "normal" without some effort to grieve and heal, we
could perhaps be inducing pain we aren't aware of or intend on others.

That is why I suggest that as we look to returning to in-person parish life we take some
time to reflect on what has been lost, how we can make room for grief while making
room for each other and the ways we have all changed. This might sound gloomy, but
this type of reflection doesn't have to be. It might help to read about the disciples'
adjustment to Jesus' Resurrection in the Gospels, as they grieved the loss of Jesus'
ministry in order to learn how to live into the new creation of Resurrection Life.

Or...if you are looking for a television series to watch instead, you could watch
WandaVision.

Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

From [e]Connections: Anti-Racism training

Dismantling Racism, the Diocese of Southern Ohio’s Anti-Racism training, will be held
on Saturday, April 24 via Zoom.

Training consists of viewing a short video, then attending a full-day workshop. Advance
registration is required. BEFORE REGISTERING for the workshop, you must watch one
of the pre-training videos available on the DSO Learning Portal in the Anti-Racism pre-
training section. You will be asked for feedback on the video you watch on
your registration form.

If you are unable to make this training, please visit the Absalom Jones Center for Racial
Justice and Healing in Atlanta for online training, which currently is also accepted as
official training for our diocese. No in-person training is available at this time.

Fickle April weather,
Brings April flowers,

Brings snow showers,
Brings more April flowers.

(View out the Fosters' back window this past Wednesday.)

https://dso.pathwright.com/library/by/category/anti-racism-training/
https://dso.pathwright.com/library/by/category/anti-racism-training/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001DteMt4cKFnW3KQNMnWLQeFLAC7Rc82NbsxSxppozY_hL5AASNwNEHRS7O0L-817VjndVJwIWj5o53KE90Qd5sBk0n3Gg1URauJlXqYUrM4Nxof8wadMRtCk3cKNmzDkeb3PZlA6aj27GfWm237yhipTYbwq44Mvmeuc4rMwfoVBoV9SbY_enT5Z6OZvUYfhfP1JdsccobUZgndnBNk9f8b70CnN2Hwp-Hmk9WR9xQZU%3D%26c%3D68aHvwBQD5ilkXvynxUu_TG5sPF-ga0ilsnYraMCB06uaOw5fTEhxA%3D%3D%26ch%3DXyaCVmdeL-_6MTlj14hlpBdoX_MANJHQuMKnWHJR3uc38XH3Fzkn_w%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cfosterth%40ohio.edu%7C20c1ea751237474571ad08d8e8cf4dbe%7Cf3308007477c4a70888934611817c55a%7C0%7C0%7C637515324370357269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1hJlz4YQK5nw3WIJTgz5KHRgItOiTXdXvIgFcAWQm5I%3D&reserved=0
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/event/dismantling-racism-anti-racism-training/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/event/dismantling-racism-anti-racism-training/
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/training


(View of the church the next day, Thursday, yesterday.)



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation
—e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.–12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

