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Good Friday is perhaps one of the most difficult to attend services in the church
year. It brings us to the foot of the cross when most of us would rather skip to the joy of
Easter Sunday. One of the deepest mysteries of our faith is that Good Friday and Easter
Sunday are inseparable; no matter how hard we might try, they are part of each other.

In seminary I served as a chapel scholar - one of six seminarians who oversaw the
maintenance and liturgies of Nashotah House's worship. Each chapel scholar was
assigned a service to organize during Holy Week, and the one I was assigned was Good
Friday. Three years of helping prepare clergy and seminarians to execute this liturgy
gave me a better understanding of its beauty and why it might be difficult to enter onto.
Good Friday does not sugar coat, ignore, or deny Jesus' suffering and death. In so doing
it forever destroys the idea that God is angry with humanity, because instead of
punishing humanity for the death of Jesus, God will show us what God does to what we
destroy: God gives new life. God destroys the power of death.

This is summed up in the prayer at the start of the Solemn Collects on page 277 in the
Book of Common Prayer:

Dear People of God: our Heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved; that all who
believe in him might be delivered from the power of sin and death, and become
heirs with him of everlasting life.

This service contains some of the loveliest prayers in the Prayer Book, including what is
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called the Solemn Collects where we pray for the needs of the world. This service does
not end with a dismissal, but with a sense of emptiness, which is fitting.

After the Solemn Collects on page 280 in the BCP is one of my favorite prayers. It can
also be found in the ordination services. It's a prayer I have been praying almost daily
during the pandemic. I pray this prayer at the beginning of every vestry meeting we've
had since the pandemic started, and it used it at the start of the annual meeting. I think
the prayer is appropriate at this time because while it can feel like so much had been
taken away, God is actually present and at work even if we can't see it right now. Today I
invite you to read the prayer carefully and slowly, paying attention to the word or phrase
that stands out to you, and let that be your Good Friday meditation this year.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole
church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see
and know that things which were cast down or being raised up, and things which
had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their
perfection by him through whom all things were made, your son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer
death upon the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 18:1-19:42

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a
place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,
because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas
brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the
chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that

was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" They
answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed him, was
standing with them. When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they stepped back and fell to
the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" And they said, "Jesus of
Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let
these men go." This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did not lose a single
one of those whom you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck
the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name was Malchus. Jesus
said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the
Father has given me?"



So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First
they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year.
Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one person
die for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman
said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am
not." Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and
they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with
them and warming himself.

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus
answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and
in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do
you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." When he
had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is that
how you answer the high priest?" Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify to
the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not also
one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves of the
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not see you
in the garden with him?" Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said,
"What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered, "If this man were not
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." Pilate said to them, "Take him
yourselves and judge him according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are not
permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he
indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you
the King of the Jews?" Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell
you about me?" Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is
not from here." Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I
am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." Pilate asked him, "What is truth?"

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no case
against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" They shouted in reply, "Not this
man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns



and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to
him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again
and said to them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case
against him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate
said to them, "Here is the man!" When the chief priests and the police saw him, they
shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify
him; I find no case against him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God."

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters
again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate
therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have
power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have
no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." From then on Pilate tried to release
him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor."

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench
at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your
King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them,
"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the
emperor." Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an
inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the
Jews." Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the
chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This
man said, I am King of the Jews.'" Pilate answered, "What I have written I have written."
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four
parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven
in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for
it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says,

"They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots."

And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your
son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple
took her into his own home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the
scripture), "I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge
full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received
the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.



Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So
they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed.
Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been
crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they
did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at
once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken." And
again another passage of scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they have
pierced."

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus.
Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at
first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing
about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in
linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the
place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one
had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

A Sermon For Good Friday

"Jesus' death and resurrection is not a call to retribution. Rather, it opens the way
for social justice to happen in our lives and community."

This guest sermon for Good Friday is provided by Gene Hallahan, a priest in the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio. Rev. Hallahan is leading and assisting with
services at Christ Episcopal Church in Ironton, Ohio. CLICK HERE TO VIEW

Service Music
for Good Friday

2 April 2021

1. O sacred head sore wounded (no. 1) chorale prelude
– by Johannes Brahms

2. O sacred head sore wounded (no. 2) chorale prelude
– by Johannes Brahms

3. Were you there? Craig Phillips

4. Sing my tongue the glorious battle  Lynn Trapp

https://youtu.be/8hfvXMiZgLE
https://youtu.be/8hfvXMiZgLE
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OSacredHeadNumber1(2apr2021)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OSacredHeadNumber2(2apr2021)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WereYouThere(2apr2021)CPhillips.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SingMyTongue(2apr2021)LTrapp.mp3


Listening Links:

O sacred head surrounded  Hymn (168)

Were you there?

Anthem Faithful Cross above all other - attributed to John of Protugal

Sing my tongue the glorious battle

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

A Holy Week
message

from
Bishop Price

CORRECTION :
The news editor forgot to include the Rector's opening remarks for Maundy Thursday.
So below is your chance to read it.

Today gets its unique name from the word maundatum, meaning
commandment. It comes from the Gospel for today when Jesus says, "Today I give you

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3OdwYJ22ts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc_TzEAJNPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzJzz-EQnTw&t=119s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5e0XLLmijpM
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453


a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you."

The liturgy for Maundy Thursday is complex. It begins with a ceremonial washing of feet,
in reference to Jesus washing his disciple’s feet in the Gospel according to John. When I
was ordained a priest, the preacher at my ordination service preached that priests need
to remember first and foremost that we are feet washers and the symbol of the
priesthood is not the chalice and paten, but the bowl and towel. This is the only time the
church reminds us of this truth. And one of the sad parts of not having in-person service
this year again is missing out on the ritual.

 After the foot washing, there is the celebration of Holy Eucharist, just like on Sundays,
commemorating the Last Supper. Then the service shifts dramatically as the
congregation reads aloud psalm 51 and the altar is stripped, and sanctuary are stripped,
and the crosses veiled in black, and the lights in the church are dimmed. Finally, the
priest stands before the congregation and says, "They cast lots for my clothing, they
divided my garments among them." This represents the turn towards Good Friday.

In many Episcopal parishes, there is a custom called "the Watch" where parishioners sit
in prayerful meditation for an hour at what is called the "altar of repose". This usually is
reserved Sacrament that will be consumed at the Good Friday service. The concept is to
practice keeping watch with Jesus as he invited his disciples to do the night after the Last
Supper and before his arrest. The Watch usually lasts from the end of the Maundy
Thursday service until the Good Friday service, connecting the two together. Remember
Holy Week is not a series of services, but one liturgy lasting the whole week.

Since we are not able to hold the Watch in person again this year, I invite you to spend
an hour in prayerful meditation in a space in your home or outside.

This weeping cherry tree in the Foster's back yard is a good visual antidote to the dreary
weather and snow flurries yesterday. For more blossoms take a drive to campus along
the Hocking river. The cherry blossoms will be out in their full glory today.



Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This link takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

https://www.chogs.org/


To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of your donation
-- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

