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The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to

know and serve Christ in loving service to
the campus, the community, and the world

Lessons

LESSONS for the Second Sunday of Easter – Acts 4: 32-35; Psalm 133; I John 1: 1-2:2;
John 20: 19-31. https://www.lectionarypage.net

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Gospel
John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
When he had said this, he breathed on them

and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

https://www.lectionarypage.net


But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to
them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Wounds

  The Sunday after Easter in most churches is pretty
much the same story every year whether it's church on-
line or in person. Today is when we hear the second half
of the Gospel from Easter Sunday. Last week we read
the account of Mary Magdalene who early in the morning
went to the tomb where Jesus had been buried and found
it empty. After some running around fetching two other
disciples who then left her alone at the empty tomb, two
angels appeared to Mary before the Risen Jesus himself
appeared and told her to go and tell his disciples that he
is risen. This commission makes Mary Magdalene the very first Apostle, a follower of not
just Jesus, but one who proclaims that Jesus is Risen. Alleluia! Our Gospel reading last
week ended with Mary giving the other disciples the good news that she had seen the
Risen Christ.

   Today's reading from the Gospel of John begins by explaining how the disciples
handled this incredible news: by locking themselves away in a room. Normally preachers
tend to be pretty hard on the disciples for their fearful behavior. It sounds like they didn't
believe Mary's witness or perhaps were afraid to believe her or maybe they did believe
her, and this made them even more afraid of the Roman and religious authorities. Those
authorities were not going to be happy to learn Jesus defied their power over him by
being raised from the dead. Both authorities would certainly resist any implication they
didn't have the power they thought they did.

  But maybe we can show the disciples a little empathy. Nothing like this had ever
happened before, and it can be overwhelming to live through fundamental changes,
much like we are right now. There's lots of reasons for their fear and hiding behind
locked doors. However, despite the atmosphere of fear and the closed and locked doors,
the Risen Jesus suddenly stood among them. He showed them his hands and his side
so they could see the wounds from his crucifixion and believe. Then Jesus spoke words
that define resurrection life: words of wholeness and forgiveness when Jesus said,



"Peace be with you."

   The word translated peace in today's Gospel doesn't mean an absence of conflict, it
means a well-ness of the whole person in body, mind, heart, and soul. I believe it is
incredibly important to notice when the Risen Jesus appeared to his followers, the guys
who had run away and abandoned him, who had denied knowing him, the Risen Jesus
did not scold, shame, belittle, or chastise them for their behavior. The Risen Jesus was
not angry with his followers. The Risen Jesus did not say one angry word against the
Roman authorities or religious authorities who had humiliated and crucified him. The
Risen Jesus was not set on taking revenge on those who denied him, betrayed him,
humiliated him, used him as a political pawn, mocked him, and killed him. The Risen
Jesus did not show up armed to the teeth with a violent plan to hurt those who had hurt
him. Instead, the Risen Jesus set in motion a new creation and a different way to live,
one that makes God's Kingdom present here on earth through wholeness and
forgiveness. 

  Incidentally, that's why I believe Jesus actually was raised from the dead. Because he
didn't come back like an action movie hero thirsty for violence and the blood of his
enemies. He didn't humiliate or destroy those who had done the same to him like I've
seen thousands of times in books, movies, and social media. The Risen Jesus did
something different and unexpected: he forgave. The Risen Jesus didn't escape from his
suffering, nor did he abandon his followers in their grief or fear, which means he is
present with us in our suffering and shows us the way through it to resurrection life.

  Today's Gospel doesn't end there. It tells us one of Jesus' disciples, a man named
Thomas, was not in the room when the Risen Jesus appeared. After the others told him
what happened, Thomas proclaimed he wouldn't believe until he saw those crucifixion
wounds and touched them for himself. At this point, lots of commentators, scholars and
preachers tend to give Thomas a hard time. Or go out of their way to defend him and his
doubting ways as being a necessary part of the faith journey. But in this time of a global
pandemic, when I read about Thomas, I wonder if his role in the Gospel is not so much a
model of faith (good or bad) as another reason to mention to those wounds of the Risen
Christ again, and bring them to the forefront.

  The pandemic has not only left hundreds of thousands if not millions of people wounded
with grief, anxiety, financial loss, or the negative long term physical effects of the COVID-
19 virus, it has brought to light the societal wounds caused by the sins of selfishness,
racism, sexism, ageism, and other inequalities pointing to the belief that human beings
are essentially disposable. These are ancient wounds that have been part of humanity
for so long they have become scars. Scars, Bishop Porter Taylor has written, are a
physical record of our past. So perhaps those wounds of the Risen Christ deserve our
special attention during a time when so many of us are suffering wounds of some sort
from this pandemic that might have also made some old scars flair up.

  We might wonder why the Risen Jesus has wounds at all; why resurrection life, if it is
new, hasn't washed away every reminder of the former life, especially the worst parts
like pain and suffering. Those wounds of Jesus directly contradict what society has
deemed a strong leader and a savior to be. Too often we define strength as the opposite
of wounded or scarred: perfect, pure, never gets sick or powers through illness. The
Risen Jesus isn't bulging muscles, gorgeously attractive, wrinkle free, fat free, age spot
free, acne free, or charmingly charismatic. The Risen Jesus bears the scars of sin: the
trauma and pain of his crucifixion. 
   
  That's why the resurrection is so important and so different. Resurrection is new life, but



not new like a new consumable product. Resurrection life isn't like a new car, new outfit,
new pair of shoes, new house, or new smart phone. The new of Resurrection life is not
based on throwing the past away and forgetting it ever happened; it is not part of our
disposable economy. Instead, resurrection life is about something stronger and beautiful:
redemption. 

  Through Resurrection Life our wounds and scars are not ugly marks of shame or
weakness on our bodies. They are reminders of the past and can be beautiful
connections to Jesus whose resurrection is not as escape from or denial of pain and
suffering and hardships but can be the strength that helps us face up to uncomfortable
truths and transform them through change into something better. That's how healing
works. The Risen Christ did not take away the pain or suffering of the disciples; he came
to redeem their fear and transform it into wholeness through forgiveness and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. The Risen Jesus does not remove the hard parts of life for any of us but
redeems them through God's Love.

   Perhaps today's Gospel might inspire us to look at our wounds and scars as evidence
of our past not to relive any past trauma but as reminders that healing is possible. That
forgiveness does not mean forgetting but learning from trauma then letting go of any
desire for revenge or retribution. Perhaps our scars might remind us healing can take
time, and to be wise and gentle with one another as we enter a new phase in the
pandemic, the one that includes vaccines and still presents us with risks of transmission
of the COVID-19 virus, especially in its new variants. We don't have to rush, and we
certainly don't have to return to the way things were before the pandemic. Instead we
can consider stepping back to make room for everyone in ways we hadn't before. Most
of all, we don't have to rush to return to the way things were in order to escape from or
ignore the loss, pain, suffering, and hardships the pandemic has exacerbated. Instead
we can be reminded our suffering is connected to that of Christ, who redeems that
suffering and can lead us deeper into resurrection life that begins with the words of the
Risen Jesus not just for his followers in the Gospel,
but for all of us today: Peace be with you.

Watch a video 
of this Sermon 

HERE.

Please include in your prayers

In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East. We pray for
the victims of the coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering from war,
especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Joe our President,
Kamala our Vice-President, Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of

https://youtu.be/lLCjD8knYoo
https://youtu.be/lLCjD8knYoo
https://youtu.be/lLCjD8knYoo


Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of the Ordinary,
and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth, Nedi, and Wendell our assisting
bishops.

In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our Rector Rev.
Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, Rev. Leslie Flemming, Rev. Katharin Foster
and Rev. David McCoy, for our ministry to students, the university, and the community.
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico.

Those Whom our Prayers are Requested:   Belle, Bill S., Chris L., Elena, Jan S, Laura,
Miriam, Sharon, Linda Ahrens, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Mary
Ann Baitinger; David Bell, Robert Betz III, Danny Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Ted Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall,
Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Peter Kachenko and family, Scott Kemball-Cook,
David Malawista, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O’Brien, Donald and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White,
Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who
care for them. **

Birthdays:  Sharon Huge (4/12), Jane Unger (4/13), Nikhil Dhinagar (4/15)

For the deceased: MaryAnne Baitinger, Abelardo Moncayo, Troy Sandlin

** Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is not a printed
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service, for the time being we will publish full names unless
requested otherwise. If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this
information. Lynn may be reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

Music recorded for
Sunday, April 11, 2021

1. O sons and daughters of the King (O
filii et filiae) (Hymn 206)  Lynn Trapp

2. Two Variations on “O sons and
daughters of the King”

3. Alleluias (incorporating
“Victory” Hymn 208 and “Victimae
paschali laudes” Hymn 185)  Robert Lau

Listening Links:

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SonsDaughtersOfTheKing(206)(11apr2021)LTrapp.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/TwoVariationsSonsDaughtersOfTheKing(11apr2021).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AlleluiasVictory(208)Victimae(185)(11apr2021)RLau.mp3


Hymn 206

Psalm 133

Anthem: We have heard with our ears – Herbert Howells

Hymn 184

Hymn 212

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-LICENSE.
License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services. http://diosohio.org/doing-
church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Spring is really beginning to 'spring' in the church yard. Here are some photos
from yesterday. Pick a nice day next week and sit on the porch or benches and
take it all in.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7Sz_l7O8mU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sXTjdJIOK8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N5NauoeM-90
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XepzzO4yzFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=678ecOlT1oU
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Diocese S Ohio

[E]Connections

Church Building and Office Reminder

The Diocese has revised its guidelines for in-
person services, but this still means no indoor
services nor regular church office hours for the
time being. Someone might be in the office
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm, Monday
through Thursday. Please call ahead or knock.
However, if at all possible please correspond by
email, phone, or regular mail. The building
(inside) remains closed until further notice.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
https://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
https://www.chogs.org/news.htm
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/E-NewsRecent.htm
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/doing-church-during-covid-19/


Episcopal
News Service

Episcopal Café
Links to Resources and Current Information
Regarding COVID-19

Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal, If you have a
preference, please

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of the donation -
- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
https://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

