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READINGS
appointed for use on Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-14a;
Psalm 78:14-20,23-25;

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (27-32):
John 13:1-15

www.lectionarypage.net

Today gets its unique name from the word maundatum, meaning
commandment. It comes from the Gospel for today when Jesus says, "Today I give you
a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you."

The liturgy for Maundy Thursday is complex. It begins with a ceremonial washing of feet,
in reference to Jesus washing his disciple’s feet in the Gospel according to John. When I
was ordained a priest, the preacher at my ordination service preached that priests need
to remember first and foremost that we are feet washers and the symbol of the
priesthood is not the chalice and paten, but the bowl and towel. This is the only time the
church reminds us of this truth. And one of the sad parts of not having in-person service
this year again is missing out on the ritual.

After the foot washing, there is the celebration of Holy Eucharist, just like on Sundays,
commemorating the Last Supper. Then the service shifts dramatically as the
congregation reads aloud psalm 51 and the altar is stripped, and sanctuary are stripped,
and the crosses veiled in black, and the lights in the church are dimmed. Finally, the
priest stands before the congregation and says, "They cast lots for my clothing, they
divided my garments among them." This represents the turn towards Good Friday.

In many Episcopal parishes, there is a custom called "the Watch" where parishioners sit
in prayerful meditation for an hour at what is called the "altar of repose". This usually is
reserved Sacrament that will be consumed at the Good Friday service. The concept is to
practice keeping watch with Jesus as he invited his disciples to do the night after the Last
Supper and before his arrest. The Watch usually lasts from the end of the Maundy
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Thursday service until the Good Friday service, connecting the two together. Remember
Holy Week is not a series of services, but one liturgy lasting the whole week.

Since we are not able to hold the Watch in person again this year, I invite you to spend
an hour in prayerful meditation in a space in your home or outside.

The Collect

Almighty father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in
remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of
eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.

The Gospel
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father.
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to
the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son
of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from

the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you
will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my
feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean,
though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not
all of you are clean.”

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you
also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do them.

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews
so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for



one another.”

A Sermon for Maundy Thursday

"A reflection on the elements of bread and wine that become gifts from God for the
people of God and the importance of becoming Eucharist for others, a call to
discipleship."

This guest sermon for Maundy Thursday is provided by Gene Hallahan, a priest in the
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio. Rev. Hallahan is leading and assisting with
services at Christ Episcopal Church in Ironton, Ohio. CLICK HERE TO VIEW.

Service Music *
for Maundy Thursday

1 April 2021

1. Antiphon on Magnificat for Maundy Thursday
Peter Pindar Stearns
“With desire I have desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer”

2. Where true love and charity do dwell, God is
always there (Hymn 606 -Ubi caritas) James Biery

3. Let us break bread together on our knees
(Hymn 325 – Spiritual) Charles Callahan

Listening Links:

Hymn    Go to dark Gethsemane (Hymn 171)

Hymn Jesu, Jesu (Hymn 602)

Psalm - Psalm 116:1, 10-17

Anthem – Drop, drop slow tears  Orlando Gibbons

Hymn   Thou who at thy first Eucharist did pray (Hymn 315)

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852. All rights reserved.

https://youtu.be/NI5I-4H-EgE
https://youtu.be/NI5I-4H-EgE
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AntiphonMagnificat(1apr2021)PPStearns.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WhereTrueLoveDwell(606)(1apr2021)JBiery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LetUsBreakBread(325)(1apr2021)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nzEcyItS_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvQz513Jl8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjtPCxmv0iM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QUE2w62qy-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ea_O021YhCo


At-Home Worship

Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vimeo its services Sundays at 10
a.m. These are saved and can be watched later without having to log in.
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal
churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like ours, temporarily
closed, there's much to explore at the the Cathedral's online portal.
https://cathedral.org/worship/

Announcements

A Holy Week
message

from
Bishop Price

This lovely creature watched today as I raked leaves in the rectory yard,
then vacated the scene when I started moving some yard furniture.

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453
https://vimeo.com/530025453


Contact Information

For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-
593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at

DONATE to Good
Shepherd

This link takes you to the
Parish Home page where
you can donate on-line via

PayPal. If you have a
preference, please

https://www.chogs.org/


revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.

To find out more about Good Shepherd and
other matters, please contact Alex Buckley, Senior
Warden, at 740-593-5513 or by e-mail at
macbuck@yahoo.com.

For maintenance matters, please leave a note at
the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at
740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
foster.theodore@gmail.com. For emergencies,
please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-
8895.

NON-emergency messages can be left on the
church's answering machine (740-593-6877). The
parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-
593-6877) or barbara@chogs.org.

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877 
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

indicate on the the "Add
special instructions to the

seller" section the
purpose of your donation
-- e.g. organ fund, plate

collection, etc.

Check out the Church's
YouTube Channel.

LIKE us on Facebook
Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd

45701

Pandemic Note:
 Office Hours: 10:00

a.m.- 12:00 p.m.,
Monday through

Thursday (until further
notice). Please Knock.

The building is not
open to the public all

other hours.

https://www.chogs.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/

