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Good Shepherd E-News
(27 September 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30  outdoor in-
person Morning Prayer service.

Today, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm is the third Church in a
Pandemic discussion --  Loss and Hope: Our Experiences
How are you?

Share your experiences of the pandemic, what you are grieving, what
you are learning, and where you are finding hope. As we learn to

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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adapt to our new reality, we can feel overwhelmed, and naming what
we miss can help us turn our attention to what we can do and where
God is.
 

LESSONS for the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus
17: 1-7; Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2: 1-13; Matthew 21: 23-
32 
                           http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain
your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Alex T., Belle, Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,

http://http/
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Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Hailey
Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya
Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Michael Wootton, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them. * 

Birthdays:  Bella Martin (9/29), Eleanor Halbauer (9/29), Joe Walker
(10/1)  

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

 
Prayers for September 2020

A Prayer for those Facing Wildfires from Episcopal Relief and
Development

O God, our refuge and strength, our help in times of trouble. Have
mercy on the lands damaged by fires. Have mercy on the lands
where the weather has destroyed livelihoods. Protect those who
evacuate houses, and strengthen those who rebuild with hope so
that entire communities may face the future without fear.  Amen.
 

Prayer during a pandemic: For Strength and confidence, page
457

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve any
who are sick and suffering; give your power of healing to those
who minister to their needs. May they be strengthened in their
weakness and have confidence in your loving care. We pray that all
of us will be reminded of how our lives are closely knit one to
another and that we will be mindful to make our actions and
choices acts of love and care for our neighbors, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

 
Collect for September 11 from Episcopal Diocese of New York

O Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the
wrath of your children towards your promised peace: Hear our
prayers this day as we remember those of many nations and

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#690e1b0801080404061e0c1b1029080605470a0604
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differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of
anger and hatred. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall
be removed. Cleanse both us and those perceived to be our
enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace on
all the rulers of our world that we may be brought through strife to
the lasting peace of the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

 
The Gospel         Matthew 21:23-32

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests
and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you
doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will
also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was
it of human origin?"  And they argued with one
another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to
us, 'Why then did you not believe him?'  But if we
say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd;
for all regard John as a prophet."  So they
answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to
them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I

am doing these things.

"What do you think?  A man had two sons; he went to the first and
said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will
not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not
go.  Which of the two did the will of his father?"  They said, "The
first."  Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him,
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

   

Watch a video of today's sermon.

https://youtu.be/3eUibLPOv9c
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How Much Room? 
          How much room is there in heaven
and in God's Kingdom of Heaven?   During
this pandemic we have to worry a lot about
how much room there is. We have to worry
about how many beds our local hospitals
have, and how many ventilators. We have to
worry about how many people can fit in a
space while social distancing and how far
apart they need to be and how long they can
be in one space. One of the reasons we are
meeting outside for worship on Sunday
mornings is because there is more room
outside than there is inside so people can be
even farther than six feet away from others if
that makes them feel more comfortable. The
reason we worry about how much room is
available is because one way we can reduce
the risk of transmission of the COVID 19
virus is to not have too many people too
close together for too long, especially inside. While it seems contrary
to how we've always done things, the pandemic has changed how we
do hospitality and how we think about how much room is available all
while trying to continue to live into our beliefs. 

            It's one of the tragedies of this virus, because the Love of God
is love that always makes room, and that is one of the big challenges
for churches like ours who are trying to be responsible as we return to
in-person parish life; to continue to be welcoming without putting each
other in harm's way. We want to do everything we can to reduce the
risk of transmission of the virus while exemplifying the love of God in
Christ that makes room. Even in the parable in today's Gospel, Jesus
showed there is always room in God's kingdom, even for those who
choose to reject it.

            The section of Matthew's Gospel for today comes after events
in Jesus' life we usually read during Holy Week: Jesus' triumphant
entry into Jerusalem and Jesus' clearing out the temple. These two
actions got people's attention, and that is what prompted the question
of the religious leaders about who did Jesus think he was doing things
like that? That's my interpretation of the question of authority the
religious leaders asked Jesus.

            It is easy to get caught up in the politics of this part of the
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Gospel and pick sides. The religious leaders are the bad guys who
can't recognize the Messiah in their midst, or perhaps they do and
don't like the changes he brought, turning their system of power and
authority upside down. And Jesus is the hero whose authority and
power is the love of God that brings healing and restoration to the
world. It is
easy to admire the author of this Gospel writing this account in a way
that makes Jesus look like a brilliant master of debate, answering the
religious leaders' question with a question of his own that exposes
their fear and intentions to make Jesus look bad. To drive his point
home, Jesus told the parable about two sons: both do the opposite of
what they say they are going to do, but it wasn't their words that
exposed their obedience, it was their actions. Even the religious
leaders had to admit the son who did what his father asked even
though he said no when his father asked is the righteous one. Actions,
I'm sure you've heard it said, speak louder than words.

            Cleverly, Jesus exposed the religious leaders' hypocrisy that
they have said they believe in God and the Messiah, but their actions
show they fail to recognize Jesus. Because of this, Jesus said, tax
collectors and prostitutes - people whose way of making a living is
contrary to God's laws in the Torah - will enter heaven before the
religious leaders because they changed their ways and believed after
experiencing John the Baptist's baptism or Jesus' preaching, teaching,
and healing. They were the ones who noticed Jesus' words and actions
are the same.

            While it is fashionable to look at this like a debate and hail
Jesus as the winner and make all kinds of jokes about the losers on
Facebook, turning this part of Matthew's Gospel into what is socially
fashionable misses a subtle point Jesus made in his remarks to the
religious leaders. He said that those who changed - the tax collectors
and prostitutes - will enter heaven before the religious leaders. Notice
he didn't say the religious leaders were beyond God's grace and
wouldn't ever be in heaven. Apparently, there is room in heaven even
for those who are slower to recognize God's love and change.
Apparently, there is no one who is beyond God's saving grace. That is
the authority Jesus has: that of God, the love and grace that makes
room for all God's children, even those who try and trap him with
questions.

            That is the good news of salvation, and good news for us as
individuals and as a church who follow Jesus today and try to work
toward God's kingdom of heaven here on earth. Because while we
want to be the good guys, we religious people might have more in
common with those religious leaders than we might want to admit.
Especially when it comes to having to make changes that make room
for the Holy Spirit's guidance. We religious people can be terribly



Good Shepherd E-News, 27 September 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7c7b2c45-f1f6-4241-bb57-e27c32161811[10/4/2020 9:48:23 PM]

guilty of resisting change, even when it is Spirit driven, because, well,
we've always done things certain ways. And we tend to be more
comfortable with our own authority of the way things have always
been done instead of turning to God's authority that is embodied by
love and healing that makes room.

            The reason why hospitality looks different for us during the
pandemic is we are trying to be like Jesus; we are changing our
actions so that they match our words of commitment to follow Jesus
and intentionally do no harm to anyone else, which means during this
period of time doing what we can to prevent people from getting sick.
That some folks will be slower to adapt to these changes can be
frustrating, but it might help us to remember change is slow for some
and try and make room for ways to help everyone make these
changes like learning about the virus and how it spreads,
understanding the rules and why mask wearing, staying six feet apart,
doing what we can outside and limiting our time together can help
reduce the spread of the virus while enabling us to continue to do the
practices that help us and our neighbors like worship in-person, give
away free lunch, and have our coffee shop ministry open.

            Remembering that Jesus makes room even for those who
tried to trap him might also help us to resist the temptation to
demonize or belittle someone who has different views than we do. It
can be hard to realize that people we can't stand are still beloved by
God and Jesus will make room for them. One of the most powerful
truths of God's love is God's love is so vast there is room for all of us
to change so that our words and actions reflect not our selfish desires,
but God's desire for us and all the world.

            Today's Gospel is the reminder there is room for all of us to
change, to listen for the ways God is calling us to be the church in
these times when there is so much uncertainty, fear, selfishness;
where racism and sexism seem to be getting worse. That is why it is
so important to hear the hope in today's Gospel that God's love in
Christ makes room for us all, makes room for us to turn away from
our selfishness and fears and cynicism and turn toward God's desires
for us which begins by recognizing every human being is lovingly
made in God's image and therefore capable of showing God's love to
the world in both word and action. That is how hope can shine through
all the uncertainty, fears, and selfishness in the world to show the way
for others to join us in making room for Jesus in our hearts and in the
world. How much room is there in heaven and in God's kingdom of
Heaven? The answer: There is always room for one more.
 

Awaken, Inspire, Empower, Engage .... 
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Becoming the Beloved Community Litany

Reader: We come to you, O God, as vulnerable human beings who are
yearning to be faithful. We pray for courage. We pray for strength
during a time of great upheaval in our country and world.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Open our eyes so we can truly see you in one another. Guide
us beyond any numbing of spirit that keeps us from acknowledging the
sacredness and worthiness of ALL humanity.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Wash away our weariness, so we may find renewed
sustenance for the journey as we witness what harm has been caused
by the sin of racism.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Bring forth in us a desire to put down our old ways of being--
ways that may have at times brought hurt and distance between and
among your people.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Help us hear wisdom from those impacted by racism--stories
having the power to transform us and make us more loving.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Put us where we need to be in our daily lives so we can
receive insight and truth.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Remove any shackles, any blinders so we can move forward
knowing you. O God, walk with us and sustain us in our path toward
healing.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: We call upon You, our inner fortitude, to give us the resilience
to challenge oppressive systems that keep your children in bondage.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: May we seek others who are also yearning to establish a more
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perfect union, one steeped in loving-kindness and forgiveness woven
with strands of hope and acceptance.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, September 27

Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.   Festival Postlude on "Cwm
Rhondda"  (Guide me O Thou great
Jehovah #690)  Franklin Ashdown

2.   Variations on "Nettleton"
(Come thou fount of every blessing
#686) Undine Smith Moore

3. Prelude and Fugue in Bb
(attributed to J. S. Bach)

Hymns for listening

686  Come thou fount of every blessing

690  Guide me O thou great Jehovah

601  O day of God draw nigh

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GodOfGrace(27sep2020)FAshdown.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GodOfGrace(27sep2020)FAshdown.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComeThouFont(27sep2020)USMore.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeFugueF(27sep2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gPKpkrqBwNs&list=RDgPKpkrqBwNs&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT4n1hGjDDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oe1n5xSQ3Z4
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
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Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

  

  
While Mother Deborah was recording her sermon for today, Harriet
interrupted to say we forgot to announce that the Feast of St. Francis
falls on Sunday this year and she, Harriet, for one, needs a blessing. 
So we have belatedly posted the announcement below.
 
  
October 4 St. Francis Day Invitation
 
"Animals, like many other aspects of creation, point us back to God.
They can show us aspects of God and God's creation that we might
not learn from humans alone." - Debra K. Farrington, from her book
All God's Creatures.
 
In honor of the Feast of St. Francis being on Sunday this year, Harriet,
Scout, and Elwood, Mother Deborah's cats, invite you to send in

https://cathedral.org/worship/
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pictures of your pets. Mother Deborah will do a virtual pet blessing in
next Sunday's email that will include the pictures you contribute.
 
Please email your pictures to Ted Foster at
                                   [email protected]. 
He will assemble them into a collage to append the October 4th
Sunday newsletter.
 
If you plan on coming to in-person worship at 10:30 am Sunday, we
invite you to bring a picture of your pet to the service and Mother
Deborah will do a pet blessing as part of the service.
 
If you lost a pet recently, please bring or send a picture as Mother
Deborah will also include a prayer for the pets no longer with us.

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#35535a464150471b415d505a515a4750755258545c591b565a58
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#166473607273746179797a65736f56717b777f7a3875797b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#52362033303738336260122b333a3d3d7c313d3f
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
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64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#4b2823242c380b2823242c386524392c
http://www.chogs.org/
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