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Good Shepherd E-News
(20 September 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Link to the Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30 
outdoor in-person Morning Prayer service.

Today, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm is the first of the Church in a
Pandemic discussion series --  Rules and Mandates: The Reasons
(rained out last week).

Find out why the question "When will we have church service inside
the building?" is more complex than it sounds. Bring your
questions, compassionate hearts, and open minds as we talk about
where our rules and mandates come from, the difference between
the Diocesan Guidelines and State Mandates, and how following or

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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not following the rules can impact our neighbors.
 

LESSONS for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 16:
2-15; Psalm 105: 1-6, 37-45; Philippians 1: 21-30; Matthew 20: 1-
16.
                           http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love
things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things
that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *    Alex T., Belle,
Chris L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill,
Annie and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Hailey
Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya

http://http/
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Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Michael Wootton, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them.

Birthdays:   Sally Spero (9/23), Cita Strauss (9/24)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

 
Prayers for September 2020

A Prayer for those Facing Wildfires from Episcopal Relief and
Development

O God, our refuge and strength, our help in times of trouble. Have
mercy on the lands damaged by fires. Have mercy on the lands
where the weather has destroyed livelihoods. Protect those who
evacuate houses, and strengthen those who rebuild hope so that
entire communities may face the future without fear.  Amen.
 

Prayer during a pandemic: For Strength and confidence page
457

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve any
who are sick and suffering, give your power of healing to those
who minister to their needs, may they be strengthened in their
weakness and have confidence in your loving care, we pray that all
of us will be reminded of how our lives are closely knit one to
another that we will be mindful to make our actions and choices
acts of love and care for our neighbors, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

 
Collect for September 11 from Episcopal Diocese of New York

O Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the
wrath of your children towards your promised peace: Hear our
prayers this day as we remember those of many nations and
differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of
anger and hatred. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#ddbaafbcb5bcb0b0b2aab8afa49dbcb2b1f3beb2b0
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be removed. Cleanse both us and those perceived to be our
enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace on
all the rulers o four world that we may be brought through strife to
the lasting peace of the kingdom of your Son; Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

 
The Gospel         Matthew 20;1-16

Jesus said, "The kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with
the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine
o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.' So they went. When he went out again
about noon and about three o'clock, he did the
same. And about five o'clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to
them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?'
They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.'
He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.'

When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager,
'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and
then going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last
the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So
the last will be first, and the first will be last."

   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

https://youtu.be/lwS7Iex_AcM
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Strange Fruit and Family Connections
The song Strange Fruit has been called the
"song of the twentieth century" although
sadly it has not lost any relevance in the
twenty-first century. It is considered one of
the most important songs ever written and
recorded; a song about the lynching of Black
people in the south, it is also considered the
first protest song and the song that started
the civil rights movement. Most people know
the song was first recorded by Billie Holiday
in 1939, a time when the country didn't talk
about the history of slavery, the cruel
injustice of Jim Crow Laws and the brutal,
violent treatment of Black Americans, much
less put that painful reality to song. But
what I recently discovered was how this
historic recording has a surprising family
connection to another Billy: actor and
comedian Billy Crystal.

            In his one man show he called 700 Sundays, Billy Crystal
talked about his funny, loving, supportive, creative, and complex
family which consisted of relatives and the amazing jazz musicians -
many of whom were Black -- of the era who were part of his family
because of the family business. His uncle Milt was the celebrity in the
family when Billy was a little boy, because his uncle started the family
business: the Commodore Music Shop in New York City where he
recorded, produced, and sold jazz music in the 1930's. Some of the
greatest musicians of the day frequented that shop, including the
indomitable Billie Holiday.

            Legend has it, Billie Holiday had heard and performed the
song Strange Fruit and wanted to record it, but her record company
refused to do so because they were afraid of the response from people
in the south. So, Billie Holiday went to her friend Milt Gabler, Billy
Crystal's uncle, and sang the song for him. With tears in his eyes, Milt
said the song needed to be recorded and helped Billie Holiday get
permission from her record company to record one song on his label,
Commodore Records. That is how history was made and a movement
began on April 20, 1939 when Billie Holiday recorded Strange Fruit at
the Commodore Music Shop.
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            The song has had such a powerful impact on the civil rights
movement and on so many people, I suspect the world would be less
hopeful if it had never been recorded. The song speaks a hard and
horrible truth to our world, and when we can hear the truth, then
there is room for love, room for repentance, and room for hope and
change. That song might not have been recorded if a white man
hadn't recognized the need to make room for the truth in the song. To
this day, Billy Crystal is proud of his family's connection to the historic
and important song.

            Such room making was lost on the characters in the parable
Jesus told in today's Gospel. When looking at parables, it is important
to remember they are stories Jesus told to get his listeners, whether it
was his disciples, the crowds he spoke to, or those of us who follow
him today, to learn to recognize the difference between God's
kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of power, violence, and
oppression we often choose to make and live into. Parables give us
the opportunity to look at things from a different perspective, a
different point of view.

            Usually most folks listen to this parable through the eyes of
the workers who have been at work since early in the morning, the
ones who complained against the landowner at the end of the day
when the money was passed out. Pay attention if you find it easy to
relate to this perspective, because it might seem like a reasonable
place to be coming from, but it unfortunately misses the point of the
landowner's generosity, what Jesus said was like the kingdom of
heaven at the start of today's Gospel.

            Complaints can be like that. They can blind us to the larger
picture because they keep us centered on ourselves, especially
comparing ourselves to others, and the fight to get what we believe
we deserve we have coming to us, even it separates us from them.
And what was the complaint the workers had? Was it the different
amounts of time others had worked? No, the workers complained
about equality: "you have made them equal to us" the workers in
today's parable said.

            Equality can be a controversial concept in our world. Some
people say it is necessary for justice, others say it is an unattainable
goal. Have you ever been in a situation where you were equal? Not
above or below; not judged by your race, gender, age, or experience?
Where you were respected for simply being part of something
everyone contributed to, and if someone lacked what was necessary to
contribute, they were given what was needed?

            I have. Although I didn't start out as equal. Through
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generosity, I became equal. I was part of a 4-person team that
started what is now a national ministry of the Episcopal Church called
Living Compass. Today it consists of materials and websites and
trainings and consultations. But before you could google the name, it
was an idea I was invited to help grow and expand into something
that could help individuals and parishes grow closer to God and each
other. The team met weekly. We figured out what materials to
produce, how to share those materials and teachings, and make
connections throughout the church. Even though I was the youngest
person on the team, I was never looked down on for my age. Or my
gender. My ideas and thoughts were given equal value, even to the
person who put the team together.

            However, everyone on the team used Apple computers,
except me. It concerned the team because my Microsoft documents
couldn't always be opened on their computers, and they didn't want
me to be disadvantaged. So, without any fanfare, I was given a
MacBook so I could communicate on the same level as everyone else.
In addition to this, all of us were given credit cards to use when we
traveled for work and we were all given new iPads because one person
had one, found it so helpful, it was believed all of us having one would
help all of us in our work. But equality didn't come out of the stuff.

            I have never forgotten how generosity was used to make me
equal with the rest of the team; generosity removed my disadvantages
and liberated me to be more creative, more supportive of my fellow
teammates, and gave me a taste of what Jesus may have meant in
today's parable where a landowner used generosity to make everyone
equal.

            Instead of focusing on the folks who complained, perhaps it
would behoove us to consider the folks who had the disadvantage of
not working the entire day. We get very uptight about who deserves
what, but what if we thought about it in a different way? What if we
thought about making room for all the laborers - who are all people --
in the parable, perhaps it would make for better people who will focus
on the work and doing the best they can instead of focusing on
fighting each other for the most stuff.

           Remember this parable is about the kingdom of heaven, not
the kingdom of greed or corruption or violence, or what we deserve,
and in this parable not only did everyone get paid the same, the order
of payment was reversed. Jesus ended this parable by saying, the first
shall be last and the last shall be first. Perhaps Jesus was suggesting
the kingdom of heaven doesn't look like what we think we deserve or
expect, it is instead a reversal of such expectations. Instead, perhaps
God's kingdom operates with the currency of generosity, and God uses
generosity to make room for everyone so that everyone has the
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opportunity to contribute what God has given us.

            That is what happened when Billy Crystal's uncle Milt made
room for one of the most powerful songs of truth telling to be
recorded 81 years ago.

            Today the Ohio Council of Churches invited all churches in the
state to observe Anti-Racism Sunday. It is a day intended for all
churches to state clearly racism is a sin and has no part in the Gospel.
Racism is a sin because it denies humanity and dignity to all human
beings dearly beloved by God and created in God's image. Racism is a
sin because it is not loving our neighbors and it is not loving God in
whose image our neighbors are also made. Which makes racism an
act of rebellion against God. Although Black people and people of color
are the most obvious people to suffer because of racism, this sin has
hurt white people too. White people demean and dehumanize
ourselves by demeaning and dehumanizing people because of the
difference in skin color; thinking they deserve more or others should
suffer discrimination because of the color of skin. We all are less than
we can be and fail to live into God's kingdom of heaven when we
engage in such beliefs and behaviors and when any of us raise our
voices to complain about what we think we may be losing when efforts
toward equality are made.

            This can be a very sensitive issue. But it is also important,
even if it is a painful truth to acknowledge. The truth is, it isn't
enough to say racism is bad, sinful, and contrary to God's Kingdom.
We are all, despite our skin color, to live generously, to do what
someone once did for me, and Billy Crystal's uncle did for Billie
Holiday, to make room for each other. This means listening to each
other's life stories and listening to the experiences of people who are
different from us, even if we don't like what we hear. It means
accepting invitations to enter into another's suffering and
acknowledging the strange fruit that frighteningly can still be found
today. And by being in what theologian James Cone called those
moments of "terrible beauty" to look upon what is hard to look at and
in so doing recognize the humanity we all share, the belovedness of
God we all share, and realize hurting someone of a different race
means hurting ourselves, like the complainers in the parable. It means
recognizing how racism has been institutionalized and how it rears its
ugly head even in this pandemic where the COVID-19 virus has had
an unequal impact on people of color. And look for ways to make
changes that create equality, even if doing so creates more suffering.

            Through suffering together, we can begin to heal together,
and that is where God's kingdom, what Martin Luther King Jr. called
the Beloved Community begins and grows. This is where hope lives,
the kind of hope that overcomes despair, because it lives in the family
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of God. A family as funny, loving, creative, supportive, daring,
beautiful, and complex as the one Billy Crystal grew up in and whose
stories might reveal surprising connections to each other, connections
that can give hope to the world, not just on Anti-Racism Sunday,
because this isn't work for one day, but a generous and truly Godly
way to live every day.

 

Awaken, Inspire, Empower, Engage .... 
Becoming the Beloved Community Litany
Reader: We come to you, O God, as vulnerable human beings who are
yearning to be faithful. We pray for courage. We pray for strength
during a time of great upheaval in our country and world.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Open our eyes so we can truly see you in one another. Guide
us beyond any numbing of spirit that keeps us from acknowledging the
sacredness and worthiness of ALL humanity.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Wash away our weariness, so we may find renewed
sustenance for the journey as we witness what harm has been caused
by the sin of racism.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Bring forth in us a desire to put down our old ways of being -
ways that may have at times brought hurt and distance between and
among your people.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Help us hear wisdom from those impacted by racism - stories
having the power to transform us and make us more loving.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Put us where we need to be in our daily lives so we can
receive insight and truth.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Remove any shackles, any blinders so we can move forward
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knowing you, O God, walk with us and sustain us in our path toward
healing.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: We call upon You, our inner fortitude, to give us the resilience
to challenge oppressive systems that keep your children in bondage.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: May we seek others who, too, are yearning to establish a
more perfect union - one steeped in loving-kindness and forgiveness
woven with strands of hope and acceptance.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.

Service Music for Sunday, September 20

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)
1.  Bell Prelude for Organ 
        Charles Callahan

2.  Variations on "Now that the
daylight fills the sky"  (Herr dich
Jesu)  (Hymnal 3) Paul Manz

3.  Go Down, Moses   (Hymnal 648)
David Hurd

Hymns for listening
541 (Ora Labora)  Come labor on  (relates to gospel lesson)

307 (Bryn Calfaria)  Lord enthroned in heavenly splendor (relates
to old testament lesson)

529  (McKee)  In Christ there is no East or West (to honor the
focus on anti-racism Sunday)

599  Lift every voice  (to honor the focus on anti-racism Sunday)

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BellPreludeForOrgan(20sep2020)Callahan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsDaylightFillsSky(13sep2020)Manz.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsDaylightFillsSky(13sep2020)Manz.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GoDownMoses(13sep2020)DHurd.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zl71wTC8OUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VZc3RzP4is&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kf4M6fWSdh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7HQorytVk8
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At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains a
list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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