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Good Shepherd E-News
(13 September 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Link to the Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30 
outdoor in-person Morning Prayer service.

Today, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm is the first of the Church in a
Pandemic discussion series --  Rules and Mandates: The
Reasons.

Find out why the question "When will we have church service inside
the building?" is more complex than it sounds. Bring your
questions, compassionate hearts, and open minds as we talk about
where our rules and mandates come from, the difference between
the Diocesan Guidelines and State Mandates, and how following or

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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not following the rules can impact our neighbors.
 

LESSONS for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 14:
19-31; Psalm 114; Romans 14: 1-12; Matthew 18: 21-35. 
                           http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully
grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *    Alex T., Belle,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, , Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Hailey
Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya
Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison,

http://http/
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Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Michael Wootton, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them.

Birthdays:   Roland Swardson (9/16), Julie Dillman (9/17), Ilona
Carlson Bond (9/18)

For the Deceased:  Ralph Izard

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

 
Prayers for September 2020

A Prayer for those Facing Wildfires from Episcopal Relief and
Development

O God, our refuge and strength, our help in times of trouble. Have
mercy on the lands damaged by fires. Have mercy on the lands
where the weather has destroyed livelihoods. Protect those who
evacuate houses, and strengthen those who rebuild hope so that
entire communities may face the future without fear.  Amen.
 

Prayer during a pandemic: For Strength and confidence page
457

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve any
who are sick and suffering, give your power of healing to those who
minister to their needs, may they be strengthened in their
weakness and have confidence in your loving care, we pray that all
of us will be reminded of how our lives are closely knit one to
another that we will be mindful to make our actions and choices
acts of love and care for our neighbors, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

 
Collect for September 11 from Episcopal Diocese of New York

O Almighty God, who brings good out of evil and turns even the
wrath of your children towards your promised peace: Hear our
prayers this day as we remember those of many nations and
differing faiths whose lives were cut short by the fierce flames of

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#81e6f3e0e9e0ececeef6e4f3f8c1e0eeedafe2eeec
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anger and hatred. Hasten the time when the menace of war shall
be removed. Cleanse both us and those perceived to be our
enemies of all hatred and distrust. Pour out the spirit of peace on
all the rulers o four world that we may be brought through strife to
the lasting peace of the kingdom of your Son; Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

 
The Gospel         Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive?  As many as seven times?"  Jesus
said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning,
one who owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made.  So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you

everything.'  And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'  Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.'  But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt.  When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?'  And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."
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To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

How to Save the Planet              
Should you not have mercy on
your fellow servant as I had mercy
on you?  Matthew 18:33
 

             According to the Presiding
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most
Rev. Michael Curry, there is only one
thing, in his words, that can "save the
planet".  It's not money.  It's not power. 
The one and only way to save the
planet, Bishop Curry writes in his newest
book, is love. 
 
            That answer shouldn't surprise
anyone who has ever read, listened to,
or watched any of his sermons, habits of
grace videos, books, op-eds, or pod casts. Bishop Curry is not
afraid to talk about the power of God's love. In his newest book,
Love is the Way Bishop Curry shares the behind the scenes
stories of how he learned God is love and discovered how to
share this love with the world. He is clear to define the love he is
talking about is not the stuff of romance, friendship, or family
relationships, although they have their place. He is talking about
the love of God in Christ, the love that looks outward not
inward, love that shows care beyond self that invests in the
wellbeing of others and in so doing actually changes the world,
or at least someone's world and is, in his experience, the way to
save the planet.

            One of the people who changed Bishop Curry's world is a
woman named Josie Robins. Ms. Robins volunteered to help his
father care for a young Bishop Curry and his sister when their
mother was severely ill and later died. He writes that Ms. Robins

https://youtu.be/tNIw6dpM9YY
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was able to make the "hurt go away." Not by distracting him and
his sister, but by being with them, helping do what needed doing
like ironing clothing and preparing meals and making sure they
were able to enjoy activities they had enjoyed with their mother.
She kept showing up, for family celebrations, important events
like graduations and ordinations, births, and deaths. She
changed the world for Bishop Curry and his sister by loving them
and being there for them during a time of uncertainty and loss
and continues to be there for them today.

            But there is more to Josie Robins than Bishop Curry
knew when she first started helping take care of him and his
sister. In the early 1960's Ms. Robins worked as a principal in
what was called St. Augustine's School, and was later named
Fulton Academic Complex. St. Augustine's was a school for
teenage girls who were pregnant that were kicked out of public
schools because of their pregnancy. At St. Augustine's they were
given the chance to complete their education, which meant the
possibility of improving their life and providing a better life for
their children. St. Augustine's also gave the young women the
opportunity to be treated with dignity and respect, especially
when they walked across the stage to receive their diplomas.

            Today the school is closed. Which might sound like a bad
thing, but Bishop Curry writes it is actually a good thing because
Josie Robins and others advocated for these teenage girls to be
given the chance to receive an education at public schools with
the rest of their community instead of being punished and
ostracized. Eventually, they were heard, and pregnant girls are
no longer punished in this way. For so many girls, Ms. Robins
changed their world.

            To me, this story is a beautiful example of what love
looks like, love in the form of forgiveness. Today's Gospel is all
about love and forgiveness, and there are lots of sermons
preached about Peter's question of how many times a person
should forgive, and Jesus' answer in the form of a parable
implies love can't be quantified, not even when it is in the form
of forgiveness. In other words, it's not about the numbers, it's
about living into what you yourself have received from God.

            Jesus' parable about the servant who chose not to
forgive has a lot to it. And of course, every time I preach or
teach on forgiveness, I feel it is important to say what
forgiveness is and is not, because there is a lot of
misunderstanding about it. Forgiveness is not the same thing as
forgetting. Forgiveness does not allow abuses or bad or harmful
behavior to continue. Forgiveness remembers, learns, and
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changes. Forgiveness does not negate consequences,
accountability or responsibility. Forgiveness is turning away from
punishment, from wanting revenge; forgiveness is not wanting
the person who caused you pain to experience your pain or hurt.
Forgiveness is liberating yourself from destructive cycles of
violence and power. Forgiveness does not always mean
reconciliation, but it does mean healing. There are scientific
studies that show forgiveness can have many positive effects on
a person's emotional, mental, and even physical well-being.

            These things are necessary to keep in mind because
there is something more important that I want to mention about
forgiveness today. Something that is evident in Bishop Curry's
story about Josie Robins, one of the people who changed the
world and helped make Bishop Curry the person he is today.
Forgiveness is one of the ways God love us.

            That is what is at the heart of Jesus' parable about the
kingdom of heaven that is like a king who forgave a debt so
huge no one could have repaid it. That is what the kingdom of
heaven is: extravagant love that practices forgiveness. That
might why in the parable the king was so upset that his servant
who had experienced the liberating love of God would not share
that same love with another who owed far less than he. Since
this is a parable, intended to give us much to think about, we
might wonder did the servant who was forgiven so much actually
believe he was forgiven? It can be incredibly difficult for people
to believe God is love, that God loves them, and wants them to
love others. Especially if they have not received that kind of love
in their lives.

            I meet people all the time who when they find out I am
a priest start to lecture me about how God hates certain kinds of
people, usually whoever is different from them, and how God is
punishing people with natural disasters or disease. And while
these encounters are opportunities to discuss how God is love,
what it usually comes down to is I hear how very few people
have had a Josie Robins in their lives, how very few people have
had someone love them or care about them over their own
comfort. It's hard to learn that all my Biblical references won't
convince a heart hardened by a life that has experienced
punishment instead of forgiveness and thus assumes that is
what God is.

            It reminds me the only way to save the planet, as
Bishop Curry put it, to destroy the cycles of systemic racism,
sexism, greed, environmental degradation, and violence that are
at the root of the injustices and evils in the world, is to receive
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the love of God and then share that love with others so that
others can see God is love. A powerful way this happens is
through the religious practice of forgiveness.

            I call forgiveness a religious practice because it is deeply
rooted in our faith. In the Baptismal Covenant and in the
Apostles' Creed we say we believe in the forgiveness of sins, and
in the prayer Jesus himself gave us we pray for God to forgive
us our sin or trespasses as we forgive those who trespass or sin
against us. At the core of our belief system is the understanding
that God is love and God forgives. Even when humanity was at
its worst, when Jesus was crucified, he prayed God to forgive
those who were killing him; that was Jesus' way of practicing
forgiveness. Love is what God is and what God is about and how
God shows love is not by punishing, but by forgiving. In Jesus'
parable in today's Gospel he shows us God isn't really that
concerned with keeping score as much as God wants to love us
and through us let that love change the world to be more what
God dreams the world can be; a world that looks more like God's
kingdom of heaven of liberation, mercy, and respect than a
nightmare of fear, violence, and oppression.

            That is why Bishop Curry's story about Josie Robins and
her advocacy work that put her out of a job as a principal but
opened the way for many more people who would have been
punished by society to receive forgiveness and the opportunity
to receive an education and make a better life is an incarnation,
an embodiment of God's love, God's kingdom here on earth.
Josie Robins changed the world for the better by showing the
love of God in Christ.

           Perhaps there is an opportunity for us today to reflect not
only on who we can or should forgive, but on how forgiveness
can become one of our regular religious practices both as
individuals and as an institution. I heard a wonderful story this
week about this from a woman who encountered someone in the
grocery store who refused to wear a face mask and was loudly
proclaiming anger at those who were wearing masks. The
woman told me instead of being angry, instead of shouting back
at the person who wouldn't wear a mask, she said a little prayer.
She prayed for that person, that she hoped neither that person
nor their family would get sick. It seems small, but that is
forgiveness in practice. She didn't wish that person harm or
suffering as payback for the anxiety they were causing her,
instead she prayed for their health and wellbeing.

            Perhaps if we all practice giving the forgiveness we have
been given by God, even in situations that aren't about us
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personally, more people would experience God's love instead of
a harmful substitute. Perhaps if we practice forgiveness more
people will see for themselves God is love, loves us all
extravagantly, and then share God's love so that together with
God, we might just change the world and save the planet.

Service Music for Sunday, September 13

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)

1.  Toccata on the second
tone     Giovanni Gabrieli  (1557-
1612)

2.  Largo -  Antonio  Vivaldi 
(Arranged for organ solo by Gerald
Near and based on the transcription
by J.S. Bach)

3.  Prelude and Fugue in C minor - J. S. Bach

Hymns for listening
494   Crown him with many crowns (Diademata)

648   When Israel was in Egypt's land (Go down, Moses)
(This hymn relates to this week's lesson from Exodus 14: 19-31)

347   Go forth for God (Litton)

Start of the Academic Year Fall 2020 
Prayer and Blessing

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities especially

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataGiovanniGabrieli(13sep2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ToccataGiovanniGabrieli(13sep2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LargoVivaldiAuNear(13sep2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeFugueCminor(13sep2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc3UnhPHTOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69TS-rzREXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlxFmNgbnOw


Good Shepherd E-News, 13 September 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=cf10b780-6a4e-4b09-9e36-a99b4d7f32c8[9/13/2020 11:59:37 AM]

the Athens Public Schools and Ohio University as they embark on a
new year.  Through remote and distant learning, let them find new
ways to be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the
pursuit of wisdom.  We pray for strong and reliable internet that
provides the means for people from all walks of life to connect and
engage with each other in the discipline of learning while keeping
students, teachers, and communities safe.  Grant those who teach the
patience, creativity, energy, and adaptability to meet the days, weeks
and months ahead in whatever kind of environment they are in. 
Guide those in administration and those who make decisions about the
best ways to engage in learning while keeping their school and
community safe the wisdom, courage and strength they need to make
difficult decisions that will impact the lives and livelihood of so many
people.  Give students of all ages the patience to persevere through
this semester, to adapt to the changes they will face, discover the
unique opportunity this time presents, and let this year form them into
stronger, kinder, wiser persons.  Help parents who will be challenged
to fill multiple roles find ways to balance the demands of school and
family and still find in You what they need to thrive.  Be with our
community as we try to find ways to support families, students,
teachers, professors, staff, and all those who are learning and teaching
this year.  Inspire in us ways to encourage, affirm, and support the
hard work this year will bring; and may all who learn and all who
teach find you to be the source of all truth in all times; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.   Amen.
 

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

NASA's famous "blue marble" photo.

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#e2908794868780958d8d8e91879ba2858f838b8ecc818d8f
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#2d495f4c4f48474c1d1f6d544c454242034e4240
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[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#670506150506150627040f08001449081500
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#80e3e8efe7f3c0e3e8efe7f3aeeff2e7
http://www.chogs.org/
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