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Good Shepherd E-News
(4 October 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30 outdoor in-
person Morning Prayer service.

Today, 11:30 am to 12:30 pm is the fourth Church in a
Pandemic discussion --  Theological Reflection: Christian
Response
Where is Jesus Calling us to?

Join Mother Deborah in exploring the sacramental nature of the

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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Incarnation and how we can incarnate the love of God to the world
right now.
 

LESSONS for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 20:
1-4, 9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3: 4b-14; Matthew 21: 33-46. 
                           http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear
than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve:
Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for
which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We
pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme
Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Alex T., Belle, Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan

http://http/
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Gault, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, David Malawista, Abelardo
and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale
Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy
White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Michael Wootton, Romaine
Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them. * 

Birthdays:  Leslie Flemming (10/4), Christy Ortman (10/5), Katharin
Foster (10/7), Charles Brient (10/10)

For the Deceased: Carolyn Blackford, Hank Millhorn.

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

A Prayer attributed to St. Francis (BCP pg 833)

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we
are born to eternal life.
Amen.

 

 
The Gospel         Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus said, "Listen to another parable. There was
a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. When the harvest time had
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect
his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#640316050c0509090b1301161d24050b084a070b09
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beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;
and they treated them in the same way. Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my
son.' But when the tenants saw the son, they said
to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get his inheritance." So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time."

Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures:

'The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes'?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls."

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they
realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him,
but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

   

Watch today's Sermon

   

How Would You Answer Jesus' Question? 

https://youtu.be/5i8sbFPHjVY
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          "To follow Jesus is to love your way
through the darkness of the world. This love
appears absurd - in fact pure folly in the
face of much of the world's misery - and yet
it yields indescribable levels of sorrow and
joy, sadness and ecstasy." This quote from
philosopher and activist Dr. Cornel West
describes the preaching and life of the
Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the
Most Rev. Michael Curry. In his new book,
Love is the Way, Holding on to Hope in
Troubling Times, Bishop Curry shares
moments of his own life that are both
sorrowful and joyful, and how the love of
God gives hope and the ability to see reality
clearly. 

            One such story took place before he
was a bishop and was serving as a priest at
St. James Episcopal Church in Baltimore when he presided over his
first funeral. This was far from the first funeral he had ever attended,
but it was the first he presided over. It was for a 19-year-old man
named Dwayne who had gotten involved with gangs and been
violently killed, gunned down in the street by members of a rival
gang. Dwayne's mother had been a long-time member of the church,
and Bishop Curry writes that in addition to familiar parishioners, many
of Dwayne's friends also attended the funeral. Several of them were
asked to be pallbearers and carried their friend's coffin to its final
resting place. Bishop Curry writes that after the final prayers at the
graveside, after the family had put flowers on the coffin, after the
invitation to return to the church for a meal, everyone left the
cemetery except the young men who had carried Dwayne's coffin.
They stayed behind, and one by one, went up to the coffin, touched it
and said, "Dwayne, I'll see you real soon."

            As Bishop Curry watched this ritual, he realized these young
men were not expressing a belief in heaven. He realized they loved
each other, but the love was somehow tainted, it lacked the
embodiment of the Love of God in Christ and they had no rituals or
belief structures other than those they learned on the streets. To
them, death, not love, was god. Their community was one of violence
and their rituals were those of violence and destruction. And the only
thing violence creates is more violence and death.

            It was a realization that brought him sadness. And in
following the way of Love, he writes that parish started a new ministry
that focused on community outreach.
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            That same realization is what Jesus brought to light when he
asked the religious leaders a question about the parable he was telling
in today's Gospel. Many scholars and commentators suggest this
parable is an allegory to the life and death of Jesus: how God sent
prophets and John the Baptist to the Israelites who didn't listen to
their warnings to turn and follow God's ways and instead abused and
killed them. Then they killed God's Son. And you could certainly read
the parable this way. But there can be layers of meanings in parables,
and this one is no different. Jesus used parables in different ways;
sometimes it was to get people to think about concepts and biases
they had about God and each other, and other times it was a way to
take a look at themselves. That is what I believe this parable was for.

            Jesus set the stage of a landowner planting a vineyard and
giving it everything it needed, then giving it to the care of tenants
who would not give the produce when the landowner sent emissaries
to collect it. The tenants Jesus described in the parable were a violent
lot who showed no respect for the lives of the emissaries nor the
landowner who sent them. Even the landowner's own son was
violently killed, and his body treated with disrespect. We could say
these tenants might sound like a street gang or some other violent
group protecting their turf.

            That is the point in today's Gospel where Jesus broke off
telling the parable to ask the religious leaders a question. It's a
question that gives the religious leaders an opportunity to show they
recognize what this parable is about and to reveal what they believe.
The question Jesus asked is, "When the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to the tenants?"

            The answer the religious leaders gave revealed that to them,
like the young men who attended the first funeral Bishop Curry
presided over, death was god, not love. Their answer echoed the
same behavior of the tenants, that of violence and death. It's too bad
because they could have given a different answer. Being religious
leaders, they could have remembered the first 7 verses in the 5th
chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah where the prophet wrote a
love song about a vineyard planted by a loving landowner who despite
providing all the care possible, the vineyard never produced good
grapes and this caused the landowner deep grief. Or they might have
remembered the scripture Jesus quoted from the 22nd verse of Psalm
118 about the stone rejected by builders becoming the cornerstone of
a structure.

            Such scriptures reveal God is a God of love, not death. God
gives and transforms life, even life others reject. Through his life,
Jesus showed this time and time again. Whenever Jesus healed
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someone, he wasn't just restoring their physical well-being, he was
restoring them to their community, family, and faith. The ill and
deformed were not permitted to attend synagogue or temple worship
and being healed meant they were literally given new life. They were
liberated from their illness. Jesus was someone who welcomed the
outcast, who forgave the sinner, restoring them to community. Jesus
wasn't just prescribing a way to do community, he was showing us
God's nature, how God loves those who have been rejected, and
yearns to be in relationship with them. These are all ways God is love
not death. God doesn't choose violence, but all too often, we humans
do.

            It doesn't have to be physical violence. We broken humans
have a variety of forms of violence we inflict on one another.
Sometimes it is the physical kind that crates scars or takes life.
Sometimes it is the emotional kind that harms a person too deep to
show physically but whose scars show up in the symptoms of post-
traumatic stress. You don't have to scroll very far on Facebook or
twitter feeds to see the verbal violence that has become all too
common; words used as weapons that get lifted up as truth but
remember truth is what sets you free, it isn't what hurts or shuts you
down. This kind of violence manifests in snide comments and acerbic
phrases that masquerade as humor but instead can hurt and lead to
more division in our families, communities, and our country. One of
the downfalls of social media is that it makes it all too easy to
participate in this sort of violence because it can feel so good to nurse
anger and hatred, especially when others respond with more of the
same. There is very little accountability on social media and it is easy
to not see the other side and the harm caused by our words.

            I have good friends who use social media this way, but in the
last few days I have read posts from them that reveal recently they
realized feeding their anger and resentment hasn't liberated them, it
was instead toxic, causing them to hurt themselves far more than the
systems or people they hate. This realization is liberating them
because it frees from the violence anger inflicts and is causing a
change in their spirit and behavior. In a beautiful act of penitence and
forgiveness, they are promising to pray for those who make them
angry instead of wishing them harm, and already they feel the breath
of life and renewal that comes from the liberating, life-giving love of
God and are starting to see hope where they couldn't before.

            As Dr. Cornel West observed, followers of Jesus are called to
love our way through the world. Through the darkness of the world.
Through the light. Through the tough times. Through the frightening
times. Through the joyful times. Through uncertain times. Our call,
even though it is not always easy, is always to love.
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            This love is not sentimental; it is not cheap, nor is it a quick,
easy fix. The love of God in Christ is a choice and a commitment, a
way of life for our whole lives. It is participating in rituals like Sunday
worship, it is caring for others even if you have to give up some
personal comfort. Far from being a doormat, it is praying for our loved
ones and it means praying for our enemies. It means standing up for
ourselves and others in ways that help open hearts and minds instead
of shutting them down. It means creating a community that welcomes
and includes all: people of all colors, all politics, all economic status,
all genders, and sexual orientations. It means looking at all people -
even ones we can't stand- and seeing a beloved child of God, a human
being made in God's own image. It means choosing love over violence
which means never wishing another person harm in any form. It
means forsaking malice for being what St. Francis called an
instrument of peace.

            Violence might be an easier choice, but it is not what brings
life, healing, and well-being to the world. Violence only brings death
and destruction and it is not the way of Jesus. It is much harder to
live into the beautiful prayer attributed to St. Francis, who we
remember today, that much like the quote from Dr. West calls us to
love our way through life; to "sow love where there is hatred, pardon
where there is injury, union where there is discord, hope where there
is despair, joy where there is sadness. To have the courage to console
others more than seek personal comfort, to seek to understand the
other instead of being understood, for it is in giving that we receive
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life." This is what it looks
like to love our way through any time, even this time. And while it
might, as Dr. West warned, seem absurd to a world that prefers
violence, such love is the only way to heal the wounds of violence and
bring God's kingdom to earth.

             Perhaps on this feast day of St. Francis, it is a good time to
reflect on the ways we might be embracing violence instead of love,
and like those friends of mine, repent and forgive and change, turn
away from hate and toward Jesus. To pray for those we disagree with,
to try harder to listen to another's viewpoint, even if we don't agree,
and to practice seeing people through God's eyes of liberating, life
giving love. We can do it. We can choose to love, and love is the only
true hope in this and in any time.

 

Awaken, Inspire, Empower, Engage .... 
Becoming the Beloved Community Litany

Reader: We come to you, O God, as vulnerable human beings who are
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yearning to be faithful. We pray for courage. We pray for strength
during a time of great upheaval in our country and world.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Open our eyes so we can truly see you in one another. Guide
us beyond any numbing of spirit that keeps us from acknowledging the
sacredness and worthiness of ALL humanity.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Wash away our weariness, so we may find renewed
sustenance for the journey as we witness what harm has been caused
by the sin of racism.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Bring forth in us a desire to put down our old ways of being--
ways that may have at times brought hurt and distance between and
among your people.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Help us hear wisdom from those impacted by racism--stories
having the power to transform us and make us more loving.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Put us where we need to be in our daily lives so we can
receive insight and truth.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Remove any shackles, any blinders so we can move forward
knowing you. O God, walk with us and sustain us in our path toward
healing.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: We call upon You, our inner fortitude, to give us the resilience
to challenge oppressive systems that keep your children in bondage.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: May we seek others who are also yearning to establish a
more perfect union, one steeped in loving-kindness and forgiveness
woven with strands of hope and acceptance.
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Response: Empower us, O God.

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, October 4

Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.   Suite on "Westminster Abbey" 
(Christ is made the sure foundation -
Hymn 518) Richard Proulx

1. Diapasons
2. Cornet
3. Ayre
4. Trumpet Tune

(Note: The titles of the first two
sections refer to specific types of
organ sound.)

2.   Fughetta on "These are the holy ten Commands" J.S. Bach
This piece is based on a chorale text related to the 10
commandments.

3.  Psalm 19 "The heavens declare the glory of God"  Benedetto
Marcello

Hymns for listening

518   Christ is made the sure foundation 

593   Lord make us servants of your peace 
The text of this hymn is a paraphrase of the "Prayer of St. Francis.

400   All creatures of our God and King 
The text of this hymn was written by St. Francis of Assisi.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaWestministerAbby(4oct2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/FughettaHolyTenCommands(4oct2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Psalm19HeavensDeclare(4oct2020)BMarcello.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqyRqzcSCCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f1HUaooAgpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u88WUB66ms0
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

 The Animals

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#5b293e2d3f3e392c343437283e221b3c363a323775383436
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#e682948784838c87d6d4a69f878e8989c885898b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#60020112020112012003080f07134e0f1207
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