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Good Shepherd E-News
(11 October 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  
NOTE:  The office will be closed this Thursday 15th.

Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30 outdoor in-
person Morning Prayer service.

LESSONS Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 32: 1-14;
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23; Philippians 4: 1-9; Matthew 22: 1-14.
                           http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
http://http/
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The Collect 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that
we may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.  Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Alex T., Belle, Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie
and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan
Chociej, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse,
David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe,
Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Laura Unger,
Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane,
Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them. * 

Birthdays:  Debbie Hillard (10/11), Daniel Dygas (10/15), April
Almond Knox (10/17)

Anniversary:  Lauren and Josh Wiener (10/12)
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For the Deceased:  Chuck Sheets

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

A Prayer for the Sick during a Pandemic from 
St. Augustine's Prayer Book (pg 89)

Lord Jesus, when your disciples were tossed and tormented

by a terrifying storm, you came to them with great calm, 

and they were safe. Speak peace, we pray you, to those 

who are in agony of mind or body; that even when pain 

and fatigue threatens to overwhelm them, they may find 

rest to their souls and to their bodies; grant them to drink

deeply of the fountain of life that is in you and that gives 

hope and healing evermore. 

Amen.
 

 
The Gospel         Matthew 22:1-14

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables,
saying: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
He sent his slaves to call those who had been
invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not
come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell
those who have been invited: Look, I have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#dbbca9bab3bab6b6b4acbea9a29bbab4b7f5b8b4b6
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come to the wedding banquet.' But they made light
of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, while the rest seized his slaves,
mistreated them, and killed them. The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to

his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.
Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.' Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was
filled with guests.

"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 'Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen." 

   

  

Watch Today's Sermon
  

   

Does God care about what we wear?
          Our first instinct in addressing this
question might be to label it frivolous or
shallow. Certainly, God loves us all no
matter what we wear. But the problem
with that response is it is unbiblical. Of
course, God loves us, but that does not
mean God doesn't care and what we do
isn't important. In fact, Scriptures tell us
God deeply cares about us. Even about

https://youtu.be/qdXhnCuo9ro
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what we wear.

            The first place we see God
showing care or concern about what we
wear is back in the very beginning, in the
first book of the Hebrew Scriptures,
Genesis. It's part of the story we might
not remember because it is right after
the part where the first man and woman
disobeyed God and then blamed the
snake, each other, and God for their disobedience and God told
them the consequence for their actions was they had to leave
the safety and comfort of the Garden and go out into the wide
and wild world. Out where they were going to have to work the
land if they wanted to eat. Where they would have to work to
build shelter if they wanted to be kept dry from rain and
protected from the heat of the sun. Where they would have to
work among thorny branches that can scratch the skin and risk
getting the itchy and sometimes poisonous bites from insects.
Knowing they were going out into such an environment; God
knew the outfits the first man and the first woman had sewn for
themselves out of leaves would not be enough; they would not
wear well in the world. So, God, in an act of loving care, made
them clothes from the skins of animals, which were better,
tougher clothes than those made from leaves. God made the
first man and the first woman work clothes that would be able to
stand up to the challenges they would face and protect the
people God loves.

            God did not send God's people out of Garden naked and
afraid, God sent them out clothed in God's love, clothed in skins
that would stand up to the challenges that the world would
throw at them. Clothes that would stay with them like a blessing
and a reminder that even though they were no longer in the
Garden, God was still with them, still loving them.

            This is not the only place in the Scriptures where
clothing is mentioned as being part of a person's relationship
with God. In the New Testament one place we see it is in Paul's
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letters, particularly his letter to the Colossians, he wrote about
being clothed in Jesus Christ. Scholars remind us that clothing
played an important role in the Early Church. New clothes
represented new life in Christ, and the newly baptized would put
on new clothes to show they had left behind an old life without
Christ. The new clothes were not just for show, they represented
a commitment to live a new way, to act and behave in
accordance with their belief in Jesus. This belief was not just a
private, personal aspect of life, it was a vital part of their
identity. Scholars also tell us this concept of putting on a person
like clothing is unparalleled in ancient literature and therefore
unique to the Bible.

            With this in mind, then perhaps it shouldn't surprise us,
that clothing, or rather, not wearing the appropriate clothing,
featured in the parable in today's Gospel. This parable can be
difficult to hear, and at first might sound like there is no comfort
in it. This discomfort has been felt by scholars, commentators
and preachers a like who explain this parable as an allegory
where the king is God who has reached out to God's people over
and over again, only to be refused; rejected either by the people
not taking God's invitation seriously or by violently killing God's
prophets. The king's reaction to this rejection is two-fold mass
destruction of the city and inviting whoever is left after the
destruction, the good and the bad, to attend the wedding
banquet.

            A lot of folks struggle with the king being a stand in for
God, especially with all the violence and destruction the king
commands. I believe it is important to remember that it is
believed Matthew's Gospel was written sometime between 80-
100 CE, which means the author and their community were
dealing with the tragedy and trauma of the destruction of the
Jewish temple, and the loss of community that went with it.
Their world was changing drastically, and, in some ways, it must
have felt like their world was ending. That might account for the
author of Matthew's unique use of violence to depict change in
this Gospel and the author's focus on Jesus' second coming as
another form of drastic and violent change.

            It also might explain why the king, at the end of the
parable, showed no compassion or forgiveness for the
inappropriately dressed guest. Again, we might wonder if the
king represents God, then is it a bad representation, for how
could God get so upset over something as insignificant as what a
person is wearing? But when we remember this is a parable, not
something that really happened, and that clothing plays a role in
scripture, especially in representing a person's life, their



Good Shepherd E-News, 11 October 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=5d682cac-911f-4480-a44e-5b40b36c925c[10/10/2020 9:23:57 PM]

behavior, their relationship with God and God's blessing and
love, then we might see what Jesus was getting at.

            Perhaps the inappropriateness of the outfit represented
that people forgot the clothing God made for God's people in the
beginning, the clothing that was a blessing and reminder of
God's love that gave people what they needed to do the work of
living in the world. Perhaps people had vested themselves in
clothing that represented status, power, and greed instead.
Perhaps people had used clothing to separate themselves from
each other and God.

            That is the storyline of the movie The Devil Wears Prada,
which is based on the novel with the same title. The Devil Wears
Prada is a story about a young college graduate named Andrea
who was unable to find work in her chosen field of journalism,
and out of desperation, took a job as an assistant to a
demanding woman in the fashion industry. It was a job, she was
told, "a million girls would kill for", however she quickly realized
she did not fit in the world of high fashion. She was not dressed
for it. Her wardrobe seemed to come from secondhand shops,
and her attitude showed she did not care about fashion. But as
soon as she was given new clothes, couture of high fashion, her
attitude changed. At first, she simply became more confident,
and went from clumsily stumbling and running around to
intentionally striding through her workplace and the streets of
New York, where the story takes place. Then, slowly, bit by bit,
her behavior changed to be more like the demanding,
demeaning boss she worked for. Andrea began neglecting her
friends and her family. She started showing up her co-workers,
even taking from them the opportunities they cared about and
prepared for. Once her boss told Andrea she was just like her,
Andrea saw the truth in her transformation, and decided that
was not the person she wanted to be. The clothing represented
someone who was the opposite of what she valued, hence the
title, The Devil Wears Prada. The truth of her transformation
caused Andrea to repent, to change. She quite the job "a million
girls would kill for", gave away her couture, found a job in line
with her values, goals, and dreams and the clothes that go with
them.

            So, if The Devil Wears Prada, then what garment was
the king at the banquet hoping to see people wear? Nothing
against the world of high fashion, but perhaps Jesus was using
this parable to highlight people's actions represented by
garments. Which means the garments Jesus was referring to
were those of the Kingdom of Heaven: acts of love, mercy,
justice, truth, holiness.
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            The parable in today's Gospel reminds us God does love
everyone where we are, but that does not mean God does not
care about what we do, or that there aren't consequences for
our actions. God deeply desires in us the change called
repentance, a change from selfish actions that show no care or
concern for God and our neighbors to that of behaving in ways
that care for our neighbors because of our love for God. That is
how the Kingdom of Heaven becomes more real here on earth.
And this love for God and neighbors can be represented, in a
sense, by what we wear.

            In this unusual time, a garment or item of clothing that
represents such love could arguably be the face mask. We've
repeatedly been told face masks covering our nose and mouth is
the best way we have for reducing the risk and slowing the
spread of the COVID-19 virus, along with practices like staying
at least 6 feet apart, refraining from attending large gatherings,
especially indoors, and keeping public gatherings as brief as
possible. It is a small thing, perhaps it might be uncomfortable
for some, but when we look at the face mask through the lens of
today's parable, the king was upset by the person who wasn't
dressed appropriately, perhaps representing another way
someone "made light" of God's invitation by expressing the
assumption the rules didn't apply to them, which exposed a lack
of love.

            Which is why we have the rule that everyone who is on
the church property, even if they are outside, needs to wear a
face mask. It is our sign of love for each other and for God. It is
garment that is a reminder God is with us and God cares in this
extraordinary and uncertain time. That is why we are also giving
away face masks on our Tree of Giving on the front yard of the
church; we want to do what we can to give everyone what is
needed to get through this pandemic together. These garments
show we care for our neighbors because God loves and cares for
us, cares about our actions. Because, it turns out, God does care
about what we wear.

Awaken, Inspire, Empower, Engage .... 
Becoming the Beloved Community Litany

Reader: We come to you, O God, as vulnerable human beings who are
yearning to be faithful. We pray for courage. We pray for strength
during a time of great upheaval in our country and world.
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Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Open our eyes so we can truly see you in one another. Guide
us beyond any numbing of spirit that keeps us from acknowledging the
sacredness and worthiness of ALL humanity.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Wash away our weariness, so we may find renewed
sustenance for the journey as we witness what harm has been caused
by the sin of racism.
 
Response: Awaken us, O God.
 
Reader: Bring forth in us a desire to put down our old ways of being--
ways that may have at times brought hurt and distance between and
among your people.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Help us hear wisdom from those impacted by racism--stories
having the power to transform us and make us more loving.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Put us where we need to be in our daily lives so we can
receive insight and truth.
 
Response: Inspire us, O God.
 
Reader: Remove any shackles, any blinders so we can move forward
knowing you. O God, walk with us and sustain us in our path toward
healing.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: We call upon You, our inner fortitude, to give us the resilience
to challenge oppressive systems that keep your children in bondage.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
 
Reader: May we seek others who are also yearning to establish a more
perfect union, one steeped in loving-kindness and forgiveness woven
with strands of hope and acceptance.
 
Response: Empower us, O God.
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Service Music

 for Sunday, October 4

Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.   Chorale and Bicinium on "Deck
thyself my soul with
gladness"(Hymn 339; tune name:
Schmucke Dich)  Georg Philippe
Telemann (1681-1767)

2.   Chorale - Prelude on "Deck
thyself my soul with gladness"
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

3.   Lebentanz (Dance of Life) on
"Sing praise to God"  (Hymn 
408: tune name - Mit freuden zart) Franklin Ashdown (b. 1942)

Hymns for listening

Hymn 408 - Sing Praise to God

Hymn 339 - Deck thyself my soul with gladness

Anthem - Rejoice in the Lord
always  (anonymous but
attributed to John Redford (d.
1547)   This text is from
Philippians 4:1-9 which is the
Epistle lesson for Oct. 11.  
This is a recording of our own
choir which last sang this
anthem in 2011 for the Advent
Festival.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoraleBiciniumDeckThyselfMySoul(11oct2020)GPSelamann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoraleBiciniumDeckThyselfMySoul(11oct2020)GPSelamann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoraleBiciniumDeckThyselfMySoul(11oct2020)GPSelamann.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeDeckThyselfMySoul(11oct2020)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeDeckThyselfMySoul(11oct2020)JBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LebentanzSingPraiseToGod(11oct2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LebentanzSingPraiseToGod(11oct2020).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKJP4k4nXD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kdu0LUDWEEE
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/RejoiceAlways(choir2011advent)(11oct2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/RejoiceAlways(choir2011advent)(11oct2020).mp3
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Harriet proofed and approved today's sermon.

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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