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Good Shepherd E-News
(8 November 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Order of Worship for the Sunday 10:30 Outdoor 
Holy Communion service.

We will also receive and bless the icon of 
Christ the King (sneak preview below).

LESSONS for the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - Joshua
24: 1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78: 1-7; I Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 
Matthew 25: 1-13           

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
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   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy
the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of
eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as
he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we
may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.
Amen.
 

 
The Gospel         Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus said, "Then the kingdom of heaven will
be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight
there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their

lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy
some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I
do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour."

Let Your Light Shine 
 

http://http/
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What was with those bridesmaids in today's
Gospel? The selfish mean girls who hoarded
all the lamp oil. Didn't they ever read the
Bible? Did they suddenly forget you are
supposed to share? Isn't that what Jesus
preached? How could the bridegroom prefer
those mean, selfish, evil girls over those
innocent poor girls who didn't have any oil?
Maybe those poor girls couldn't afford any
extra oil. Maybe there wasn't any left after
the hoarders got to the store first. Maybe it's
always the same old story that the wealthy
get privilege while the poor get excluded. 

            Or maybe, we need to step out of
our judgmental, capitalist, consumerist,
Western mindset when we look at the
parable Jesus told in Matthew's Gospel
today. Because if we go judging the
bridesmaids for their choices and behavior, we may make ourselves
feel better, but by participating in self-righteousness we'll completely
miss what Jesus and the author of Matthew's Gospel were trying to
invite their listeners and those of us reading the Gospel into.

            First, we need to remember the story about the ten
bridesmaids and their oil is not an actual account of what happened at
an actual wedding. Today's reading is a parable. Parables are not
events that really happened. They are fictions Jesus told in order to
get his listeners then and now to think about things like recognizing
the Messiah in their midst, their relationship with God and each other,
and what following Jesus means in their everyday life. Parables are not
only not to be taken literally; we have to be careful not to project too
much of our culture, biases, and traumas on them.

            Most scholars and commentators believe today's parable is
about judgement and the second coming of Jesus. The church word for
the second coming and judgment of Jesus is Parousia. It is the belief
all Christians, even us Episcopalians, have that ultimately, one day,
Jesus will return to earth and through judgment restore all creation to
the dream God intended for it and for us. We have a four-week season
of the Church Year dedicated to this belief. It is called the season of
Advent and will begin at the end of this month. Many of our prayers,
including those in the Eucharistic prayer state Jesus' second coming as
part of our core belief when we say, "Christ has died. Christ has risen.
Christ will come again.

            Different denominations interpret the second coming
differently. Some believe it will be traumatic and violent because it will
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be the embodiment of God's anger and wrath. Others believe it will be
uncomfortable because God's justice is God's mercy, which means
what God envisions for the world is different than what we do and so
we might be unpleasantly surprised when Jesus flips the power
structures. For some, especially those of privilege, such judgment
might feel like things are being taken away. Some denominations put
more emphasis on the second coming than others. But whether it is a
belief we emphasis or not, it is part of our core belief as followers of
Jesus.

            One of the distinguishing characteristics of Matthew's Gospel
is the author's emphasis on Jesus' second coming, on the Parousia.
Matthew's Gospel has more references to the Parousia than any of the
other Gospels, including today's parable which is found only in
Matthew. Historians can help us understand why when they remind us
that at the time Matthew's Gospel was written, there was a lot of
trauma the community of Jesus followers were experiencing. They had
been excommunicated from Jewish temple life, which was painful. On
top of that they were struggling with waiting for Jesus to come again
and restore all things to the way they should be. The belief at the time
was Jesus was going to return not long after his resurrection and
ascension, but as the days turned into weeks turned into months
turned into years with no sign of Jesus, they grew anxious. Waiting
can be extremely hard, and hard on people. Some started to doubt
Jesus would ever return. Others wondered if they were interpreting
Jesus correctly. It was a time of uncertainty. 

            Perhaps we can relate to feeling anxious, uncertain, maybe
even heartbroken when things don't turn out the way we wanted or
expected. Those who can relate can probably understand the
temptation to go after each other in harsh judgment during such
uncertainty. To blame or accuse. Or worse; to dehumanize or
demonize each other. But that is not where the author of Matthew or
Jesus who told the parable were going.

            We need to remember this is a parable not only about
judgment, but the final judgment. So, we need to pay attention not to
what we think made five bridesmaids wise and the other five foolish,
we need to focus on who in this parable made the judgment.

            It wasn't the bridesmaids who didn't share their oil. They
didn't say anything we could interpret as judgment to the bridesmaids
without oil. They simply stated they couldn't share their oil. The
bridesmaids who didn't have enough oil did not judge the ones who did
as being selfish or evil. Instead, they seemed to understand the
reasoning. Judgment was not the role for any of the bridesmaids in the
parable.
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            The role of the bridesmaids whether they were wise or foolish
was to let their light shine. They were to light the way for the
bridegroom, and perhaps for others. This imagery might make us
recall other places in Matthew's Gospel that were about the role of all
who follow Jesus to let their light shine before others so that they may
see the good works being done and give glory - not to the workers -
but to God. In today's parable, there may be something of the same
in the imagery of light. 

            Most everyone is familiar with the hymn, "This Little Light of
Mine". It is a gospel song that originated sometime between 1925 and
1933. Over the years it has been adapted to the civil rights marches
and children's church music. It is an uplifting song about letting your
light shine, no matter the suffering or circumstances you are enduring.
And what is that light the song is about? The light is not a resource
that can be distributed to others. It is not the works of charity or
other good works. It is something only a person can embody. It is in
their inner being. It's their joy; their connection to and reliance upon
God. It is deeper than belief; more than faith, it is the culmination of
their daily decisions and choices that help them grow and mature in
their relationship with God.

            That is why the bridesmaids with oil were not able to share
with those who asked. There are some things that can't be shared,
even if we want to.

            Like skills or talent or ability. For example, a musician who
has been studying, practicing, and performing for many years cannot
share their ability to play music with the person who is just starting.
To play at the same or similar level, the new musician will have to
study and practice day in and day out for years. In the same way,
artists cannot share their talent with those who wish they could paint
or sculpt the way the artist does. The artist can teach about
techniques, but only by practicing and learning and discovering their
own style can someone become an artist. The same is true for
mathematicians, physicists, and engineers. Some things like skill and
practice and talent cannot be shared because they are part of a
person's heart, soul, mind, and life practice.

            The same is true with our relationship with God. Pastor James
Moore told a story about a parishioner of his who came to him in crisis
because he had just been diagnosed with terminal cancer. The
parishioner told James he was distraught because all his wealth
couldn't buy him a cure or buy him peace he desperately needed. In
frustration he said, "It's not fair! I can pick up the phone, call any
bank in the state and on my name alone borrow as much money as I
ask for." Then he stopped talking, looked at his pastor and said, "But
all the money in the world isn't going to help me now. I guess there
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are some things you can't borrow."

            It was at that moment the parishioner realized he alone was
responsible and accountable for his relationship with God. No one
could do that for him; not his pastor, not is church, not his spouse.
Our relationship with God is the culmination of our own experiences,
attending worship, study of scripture and other theological writings,
and of course prayer, listening to God and following God. Each of us
has a different relationship with God depending on how much we have
invested in that relationship, and no matter how much we may want
to, we can't share it. We can talk about it, teach about it, I can
promise you that if you do invest in your relationship with God you will
discover God really does care, and will participate in that relationship,
growing as your relationship grows, even stepping in to pray when you
are too tired or overwhelmed because that is my experience, but I
can't make you love God the way I do. Nor can I love God for you.
You have to do that yourself.

            Perhaps that is why the bridegroom told the bridesmaids who
came back and found a closed door that he did not know them, even
though they professed knowing him. That was the judgment in this
parable and the character who had the role of judgment was the
bridegroom. In the end, judgment wasn't about what actions of the
bridesmaids, it was about relationship, or rather the lack thereof with
the bridegroom.

            Perhaps there is some wisdom for us in this parable, although
it might be hard to hear. While it might be easy to do, and feel good
in the moment, self-righteous judgment of others is not the role of
those of us who wait for Jesus to come again. We are a diverse group,
to be sure. And whether we feel wise or foolish, our role is to let our
light - our love for God, God's love for us, our trust in Christ's
salvation, our belief that Jesus will return and restore this world to
God's dream for it and us - shine. This is not work for a season, but a
way of life, the culmination of our daily choices and decisions. That is
the relationship we will find gives us the peace we need when a crisis
comes, and what helps inspire us to make the adaptations and
changes we need to stay true to God's call and ensure we can
continue to grow. Like the changes we've made to our worship service
and ministries during this pandemic.

           Judgment is not our role. Even if someone voted differently
than we did. Even if they have signs in their yard we don't care for.
Disagreeing with someone doesn't have to mean hating them. God's
kingdom of heaven is not furthered, nor is the light of Christ witnessed
in the dehumanization or demonization of someone different from us.
Our role is to love God, to let our light shine, to do the work of
healing, listening, meeting each other half way, loving and respecting
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all people, for all people are made in God's image. This is not easy to
do, for sure. But it is work we won't do alone. If we are paying
attention, we might catch a glimpse of Christ himself present in the
beginning of an estranged family taking the first steps to forgiveness,
in the suffering that creates empathy for another, in any relationship
that bridges the gaps that divide us so that we can feel a little closer
together. Such kingdom of heaven miracles are possible when we let
our light shine.

   

  

A Link to the video of today's sermon will appear
in the Friday Enews.

 

   

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:   Alex T., Belle, Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, Scott Kemball-
Cook, John Knouse, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo,
Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie
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Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and
family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them. * 

Birthdays:  Thomas Walker (11/12), Ingrid Buckley (11/14)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

Prayers of the People for Sunday, Nov. 8 as we
receive and bless the icon of Christ the King

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f89f8a9990999595978f9d8a81b8999794d69b9795
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This icon depicts Christ in eschatological glory.  Christ the King.... the
head of the Church and the author of our salvation.  We pray for the
Church around the world, its clergy, and leaders.
 
The blue spheres around him, without beginning or end, represent
eternity, and the red squares represent time.  The Greek letters in his
halo signify "I am who I am," God and human.  Christ bridges time
and eternity.  We pray for the members of the Church and for the
unity of all peoples bound together in God's timeless love.
 
The Old Testament prophets had fantastic visions of God in glory, and
their imagery was repeated in the New Testament.  Six-winged
seraphim surround Christ's throne, and Ezekiel's winged beasts emerge
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from the four directions, now representing the four evangelists, the
Gospel writers.  We pray for the mission of the church, may her
members embody the Gospel in their words, choices, and
actions.
 
All except for Christ are painted as though transparent, to emphasize
that they are spirits.  Christ is painted with bold colors because he is
human.  Material creation is enthroned in the highest heavens. This is
the core of our faith as Christians.  We pray for the good earth God
has given us, for renewal of our commitment to care for the
earth, its ecosystems, and its creatures.
 
Misguided emphasis has sometimes led Christians to condemn the
material world.  This world of ours is called to inconceivable glory, --
both because it was created by God, and because it was assumed into
God's very person.  We pray for those in authority in our nation,
including our President, Governor, Mayor that they may be
humbled to be guided by God in all their decisions, considering
the impact their decisions will have on people of all ages, colors,
races, genders.
 
Because of Christ, there is no thing nor any person in this world that
does not command our respect.  We pray for our community of
Athens, Ohio University, for those on our parish prayer list, and
for the well-being of all people, especially those who suffer.
  
We pray for those who have died, may they rest in peace and
rise in glory.  And we rejoice in the fellowship of all the saints.
 
As St. Gregory of Nyssa said many centuries ago, if only we would
take off our shoes -- referring to the story of Moses and the burning
bush -- we would discover that all ground was sacred. Glory be to
God. Amen
 
Prayer based on Kelly Latimore's description of the icon we will receive
and bless today.
 

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, November 8

Organ:

1. Voluntary in D   William Boyce

2.  Chorale Prelude on "Sleepers,
wake"   Johann Gottfried Walther

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInD(8nov2020)WBoyce.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeSleepersWake(8nov2020)JGWalther.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeSleepersWake(8nov2020)JGWalther.mp3
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3.  Prelude and Fugue in A minor 
 J.S. Bach

Hymns for listening:

Today's hymns reflect the breadth and
depth of our hymnody.

393   Praise our great and gracious Lord  (Maoz Zur)

This hymn, written by Harriet Auber, British poet and hymnwriter, tells
of God leading his people to the promised Land.    It is paired with a
traditional Hebrew tune which is sung at the kindling of the light at
Chanukah.  The recording is in the original Hebrew.

The text in our hymnal is:

1. Praise our great and gracious Lord, call upon his holy Name;
raising hymns in glad accord, all his mighty acts proclaim: how he
leads his chosen unto Canaan's promised land, how the word we
have heard firm and changeless still shall stand. 

2. God has given the cloud by day, given the moving fire by night;
guides his Israel on their way from the darkness into light. God it is
who grants us sure retreat and refuge nigh; light of dawn leads us
on: 'tis the Dayspring from on high.

68   Rejoice, rejoice, believers   (Llangloffen)

This hymn text with the references of the parable of the wise and
foolish virgins from today's gospel lesson - Matthew 25:1-13- has been
in the hymnal in 1871.  However, it was first paired with the sturdy
Welsh hymn tune in Hymnal 1982. The origin of the tune is unknown.

436  Lift up your heads   (Truro)

The text of this hymn, written by Georg Weiss and first published in
1642 in a German psalter.  Based on Ps. 24 it was intended for the
first Sunday in Advent.  (It is important to note that themes of Advent
begin to appear with the lessons for this week.)  It has been in our

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeFugueAMinor(8nov2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3lvL0FGgFM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BjRuOHnh8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTYDOfyW734&t=13s


Good Shepherd E-News, 8 November 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=19ba5a41-f806-4353-b0e8-038f7dd89c97[11/8/2020 5:59:29 PM]

hymnal since 1892.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

    

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#fc8e998a98999e8b9393908f9985bc9b919d9590d29f9391
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#3e5a4c5f5c5b545f0e0c7e475f565151105d5153
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
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Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#d7b5b6a5b5b6a5b697b4bfb8b0a4f9b8a5b0
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#34575c5b534774575c5b53471a5b4653
http://www.chogs.org/
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