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Good Shepherd E-News
(29 November 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

Athens County is code RED
The building remains closed for services and meetings.  

 

   

Lighting An Advent Wreath
 
     "Light your candles quietly,
such candles as you possess,
where-ever you are". 
(Alfred Delp)
     While we won't be lighting
candles together on the parish
Advent Wreath this year, lighting
a candle is still one of the most
ancient forms of prayer. It is an
act of defiance against spiritual
and physical darkness. We
encourage you to light candles

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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at home, whether you have an
Advent wreath or four candles in
a circle on a table.
     The circle or wreath
symbolizes the Church's
timepiece, the way the Church
tells time. We light candles in
Advent to mark the time.
Candles are lit counter clockwise
to remind us the Church tells
time counter or different from
the secular world.
     On the First Sunday of Advent, we light 1 candle; the purple or
blue candle opposite the pink candle. This candle symbolizes peace -
not the absence of conflict but the peace that comes from trusting in
God.
   If you do not have a prayer for the lighting of the candles, here is
one you can use:
 

             In the short days and long nights of Advent, we realize
how we are always waiting for deliverance, always needing
salvation by our God. In the light of the candles around this wreath
we remember God's promise: "The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom
a light has shown." Isaiah 9:2
         Lord God, may this wreath and the light of this candle be a
sign of Christ's promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly
and not delay. Even so, Lord, quickly come. Amen.
 

We invite and encourage you to light the candle (candles depending
on the week) every day and spend a moment reflecting on the
scripture readings for the day or the daily Advent devotional.
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LESSONS for the First Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 64: 1-9; 
Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18; I Corinthians 1: 3-9; Mark 13: 24-37.
             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which
your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.   Amen.
 

 
The Gospel              Mark 13:24-37

Jesus said, "In those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,

and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in
clouds' with great power and glory. Then he
will send out the angels, and gather his elect

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.

"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

"But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each

http://http/
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with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
Therefore, keep awake-for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."

Don't Look Down 
 

            Happy New Year! While we still
have a few weeks of the calendar year to
go, for the Church, today is the start of a
new year, or I should say, a new church
year. No matter what type of calendar you
use: academic, financial, lunar, or the
church calendar, every new year begins
with a sense of freshness, possibility, and
hope for what is yet to come. Academic
years begin with excitement and
expectation, which we see here at Church
of the Good Shepherd when classes begin
for Ohio University in the fall. And I suspect
pretty much everyone feels that new school
year excitement no matter their age or
school they attend. Financial years begin
with looking ahead in anticipation of good
things happening in the world of business
and economy, eager to make up for any
losses in the past. New Year's Eve parties are all about the
expectation of a better year ahead, that is what all the rituals and
ringing in the new year are about. The Church also begins its new
year looking forward in hope, not just for the next 365 days, but for
longer and farther. The hope we begin the year with isn't the hope of
financial, academic, or personal success. The hope we are reminded of
as the year begins is the hope Jesus promises and commands us to
watch for and wait for in this morning's gospel.

            This hope is manifesting right now, as you watch the video of
this sermon, because I have the delight of sharing this sermon with
two parishes that mean so very much to me: St. Mark's Episcopal
Church in Waupaca, Wisconsin, the parish that I was born in,
baptized, confirmed, served as acolyte since I was ten years old,
served on vestry, altar guild, worked as Children's Formation Director,
and where I was raised up to ordination to the priesthood; and
Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Athens, Ohio in the Diocese
of Southern Ohio where I am Rector and Convener of the Campus
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Ministry Collaborative in the Diocese. Today I am keenly aware of the
firmness of my roots and at the same time a growing ministry all of
which embodies the incarnate love of God in Christ here on earth. I
am grateful for the technology that allows us to share this connection
today. The pandemic has caused a great deal of separation, which is
sad and difficult, and it is also giving us opportunities to creatively
form new and strengthen old connections, reminding us of one of the
things I love about the Episcopal Church: how we exist under a large,
encompassing umbrella of diversity of locations and worship styles.
We are different and the same. And I am so happy to share this First
Sunday in the Advent Season with two parishes that are so very dear
to me.

            At first glance the Gospel reading we have this morning from
Mark's Gospel doesn't sound all that hopeful or comforting with all
that talk of suffering, darkness caused by the sun and moon refusing
to shine and stars falling to earth. Today's Gospel seems to be filled
with the loss of things we take for granted like a shining sun, as well
as instability and uncertainty as no one knowns when the events
Jesus talked about will happen.

            Biblical scholars and commentators like to remind us today's
Gospel reading from Mark is a specific genre called apocalyptic
literature. Some of you might be thinking we've had enough
apocalyptic events in real life this year, but only in popular culture
does "apocalyptic" mean complete destruction and end times. The
purpose of apocalyptic literature, those scholars and commentators
tell us, is to reveal the truth and to bring hope to desperate, suffering
people by focusing on the presence of God who is even now, even in
all the events of 2020, in our midst, in Ohio and Wisconsin and
everywhere else.

            Writer and preacher John Ortberg has a perfect story to help
us understand this. It is a story I have told before, often in sermons I
preach on the first Sunday in Advent, which means some of you have
probably heard this story before, maybe even more than once. But
I'm not going to apologize for telling it again. I don't remember where
I heard it, but I remember someone once saying, "stories are like old
friends, you have to visit them every now and then to see how they
are doing." I believe stories are always waiting for us, waiting for
when we need them again. This is one of those stories. And during a
year where we have had to adapt to so many new things, maybe an
old story is exactly what we need.

            It starts with a ski trip John Ortberg took with his wife to the
Swiss Alps. John's wife was an expert skier. John was not. After a few
trips down the bunny hill, John felt the confidence to try something a
bit more challenging. So, he and his wife took the ski lift to the next
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level, and then had to ride something called a T-bar, which they fell
off before reaching their destination. John recalls they laid in the deep
soft snow waiting for a St. Bernard that never showed up. Instead
they were rescued by a man named Hans who jumped off the T-bar,
helped them up, and led them through deep snow to the nearest
slope. John couldn't help but notice the slope was marked with a sign
that included the symbol of a black diamond and another symbol of
skull and crossbones. He also noticed the "slope" went downhill at
about an 85-degree angle. He couldn't see the bottom, just the
incredibly steep slope going on and on.
            That is when John received what he said is his first and only
skiing lesson and I believe is really good guidance: "Don't look down,"
Hans said, "you will be frightened by the slope and overwhelmed by
the distance. When new skiers look down, they panic, and when they
face straight ahead on a slope this steep...." Here John tells the story
by saying Hans could only get his point across by making a whistling
sound and a hand motion that was not encouraging. When Hans did
speak again, he said, "I think you can make it. Just remember one
thing: Don't look down."

            John said "Don't look down" became the number one rule in
his life and he didn't look down for anything. He claims to have made
the ugliest ski run in the history of the sport, going along clumsily and
so slowly some skiers would ski past him, take the lift back up, just to
ski past him again. Small children would try to ski under his legs
tempting him to break his focus. But no matter what happened, no
matter what distractions were presented, John got one thing right: he
didn't look down. And that, he claims, is how he got to the bottom of
the hill that day.
            Today's Gospel reminds me of the black diamond skull and
crossbones ski run John Ortberg found himself faced with. Jesus
mentions many things that sound distressing, concerning, and
frightening. And if we focus only of them, we surely will not make it
through. Jesus also warns his listeners and those of us reading the
Gospel today to pay attention, to keep awake, to be aware of signs of
life like a fig tree growing in the midst of it all. I'm pretty sure Jesus
isn't telling us to refrain from sleeping or rest when he says to say
awake, I believe that is Jesus' way of saying "Don't look down."

            There will be times in life, Jesus seems to be warning us,
when our lives resemble that skull and crossbones ski slope and will
be disrupted by divisions, changes, and circumstances beyond our
control. Those times will be frightening. They will be disconcerting.
Like today's Gospel suggests, such events may reveal things about
our lives our country or community or church we didn't notice before,
or didn't want to notice, but are true just the same. The truth will be
just as difficult to face as all the other disruptions. To me, this year
with the pandemic which is causing loss of lives, loss of quality of
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lives, loss of employment and disruption of pretty much every
institution like schools, churches, government, and businesses, a
contentious election, and continued racial injustice makes today's
Gospel seem much more relatable than previous years. Like the
Gospel and the steep ski slope, we can't see the end of all of it from
here. If ever we needed the reminder "Don't look down", this is the
time.
 
            Not looking down isn't permission to ignore those
discomforting truths and disruptions or pretend they don't exist. As he
practiced not looking down as he made is slow and clumsy way down
the steep ski slope, John Ortberg still had to be aware of obstacles
and distractions, otherwise they could have caused him to fall. Not
looking down means being aware of what is revealed, so that we can
adapt and adjust to them while staying true to our calling to follow
Jesus. Truth be told, 2020 has also been a year when I've felt God
call us all to respond to these disruptions with creativity, care and
love for our neighbors that has made me aware of the incarnate, in
flesh-ment of God in our midst more than ever before.

            Here at Church of the Good Shepherd, after the pandemic
caused lockdowns, once we started focusing on what we could do
instead of what we couldn't, we found new ways reach out to our
neighbors in love that also help lower the risk of transmitting the
virus. Mask wearing is mandatory on church property, even outside.
We modified our free lunch ministry and coffee shop ministry by
making them outdoors and to-go only. We are giving away free cotton
reusable and washable face masks by packaging them in small see
through plastic bags and hanging them from the branches of a tree in
our church yard we are calling the "Tree of Giving." It may not be the
fig tree Jesus mentioned today, but it will do for showing our
neighbors God's love in a pandemic. These are ways we, like John
Ortberg on that black diamond skull and crossbones ski slope aren't
looking down. Instead, we are keeping our focus on Jesus and the
ways he is still calling us to be present, to embody his love in the
world.

            That is where hope is. That is what hope is. It is refusing to
look down even when it looks or feels overwhelming because it seems
like the world we've grown comfortable with is ending. Resurrection
life reminds us of the deeper truth that nothing ever ends, because
endings are the stuff God loves to redeem.

            I don't know how you are feeling this first day in the new
Church year, this first day in the season of Advent. Perhaps you are
feeling the frustration of the on-going pandemic. Maybe you are
grieving the loss of someone close to you or know someone who is
grieving. Maybe you are frightened for the future, at what we cannot
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know or control nor are able to see the end of from here. Maybe you
feel as overwhelmed as John Ortberg looking down a steep ski slope.
Maybe you feel optimism. Maybe you feel weary. However you feel,
the advice of Jesus and Hans is good advice for today and for this
unique time in history we are living in. No matter what happens, no
matter what changes or continues to change, no matter what, don't
look down.

            Maybe we could start this new Church year by writing the
words "Don't Look Down" on a piece of paper and put it on the door
before we leave our homes, or on a desk or table, someplace we can
see the reminder to look for and keep focused on how God is present
with us right now. Whether that is in a free face mask hanging on a
tree, the many people who wear face masks in public to do their part
to slow the spread of the virus, the kindness of a stranger, the friend
who reaches out with a phone call or a card, in the beauty of the
snow or falling leaves, the doctor who diagnoses a health problem,
the prayers of friends and family, the technology that allows us to be
together when we are apart, there are so many ways the love of God
in Christ can and does manifest in the world, and may be calling us to
participate in so hope can be seen by others.

            While so many new years begin with a new hope, ours is the
same hope every year: the hope that keeps us from looking down, the
hope of Jesus who is here and at the same time will return to restore
all the world to God's purpose and dream for us all, who will redeem
all suffering and fear. For this, we, along with the world, wait and
hope. This hope is what can and will help us get through this time
together. I know we can do this. We will reach the bottom of this
long, steep slope together. Just remember, don't look down.

   

  

Link to the video of today's sermon.
 

   

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and

https://youtu.be/uPrzAUvhc88
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refugees. We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen,
David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm
Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott
Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David Malawista, Abelardo
and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie
Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and
family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.   * 

Anniversary:  Curt and Terrie Sherman (11/29)

Birthdays:  Paul Clever (11/30)

For the Deceased:  Patricia Morrison

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

PRAYERS OF THE
PEOPLE FOR 1ST

ADVENT

God has richly blessed the
Diocese of Southern Ohio
during thirteen years of
ministry and leadership with

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#bfd8cdded7ded2d2d0c8dacdc6ffded0d391dcd0d2
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the Rt. Rev. Bishop Tom
Breidenthal. Today, our
Prayers of the People are
offered as a time to look
back and a time to look
forward
as the Bishop enters into
retirement on this Sunday
the 1st day of Advent. In joy
and
sadness, we mark and
celebrate the ending of his
ministry with us as we
gather in our Diocesan
churches today to
collectively pray for our
bishop.

God, you call us from one
season to the next. We look
back to honor the journey,
and we look forward
following the path you lay
before us. Receive our
thanksgivings for Bishop Tom's ministry as we pray:

GOD OF LOVE
          Let us carry these blessings forward in our walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's grace and clarity with which
he shared his intellectual and theological insights in his sermons,
writings, teachings and poetry through which he has lifted us up as
the people of God. May we continue to seek the wisdom of God
together.

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's acumen and understanding of
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the Church's urgent call to re-imagine itself by fostering and
supporting the creation of new faith communities, creating and
inspiring news ways in which the people of God can walk with Jesus
into their communities. Give us courage to continue to follow the
movement of the Holy Spirit in our time.

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's steadfast leadership in guiding
our Diocese and the Episcopal church to a greater acceptance and
inclusion of our LGBTQ+ sisters and brothers opening the church's
doors wider to all of God's children. Expand our hearts and minds to
see the face of Christ in all people.

GOD OF LOVE
         People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's unifying call in a time of
division and bitterness in our nation; to discern the racism within us
and embrace the Episcopal Church's call to bring unity to that which
separates us. We are called to follow the Way of Love remembering
our Baptismal call to seek justice and respect the dignity of every
human being.

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ. 

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's lifting up deacons and
diaconal ministries that encouraged the people of God to follow Jesus
Christ into their neighborhoods. Send us forth as your servants to love
and serve our communities.

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's unwavering pastoral presence
that has offered empathy and compassion to so many. We are
grateful for his willingness to share in both our joys and sorrows
always offering God's love in our life together in Christ. Let us
continue to encourage each other and serve as companions on the
journey.

GOD OF LOVE
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          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's transparency and openness to
share some of his challenges; offering up both personal vulnerability
and humility, especially in his own recovery going forward. Help us to
work towards healing and recovery in our own lives, communities, and
in the world.

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

We have been blessed by Bishop Tom's leadership and guidance in the
midst of a global pandemic decisively prioritizing the health and safety
of all. We pray for all who are in need of healing and courage during
this time. (You may add your own prayers and petitions at this time,
for the sick, for those in need, and for those who have died).

GOD OF LOVE
          People Respond: Let us carry these blessings forward in our
walk with Christ.

In thanksgiving for the many blessings we have received, with full and
open hearts, we pray your blessing, O God of love, upon Bishop Tom,
Margaret and their family, as they continue forward in their walk with
Christ and we ask you to help the people of the Diocese of Southern
Ohio enter the coming season with hope and gratitude for our
common life and the promise of Christ's presence with us in the
name of God. Amen. 
 

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, November 29

Organ: *

1.  Sleepers wake 
J.S. Bach  (Wachet Auf 
Hymn 61)

2.  My Lord, what a
morning - Robert Lau

3.  Lo, he comes with
clouds descending -
Wilbur Held   (Helmsley

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SleepersWake61(29nov2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MyLordWhatMorning(29nov2020)RLau.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MyLordWhatMorning(29nov2020)RLau.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoHeComes(Helmsley)(29nov2020)WHeld.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoHeComes(Helmsley)(29nov2020)WHeld.mp3
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- Hymn 57)

Hymns for listening:
*

Sleepers wake   J.S.
Bach  (Wachet Auf 
Hymn 61)

My Lord, what a
morning - Robert Lau

Hymn: Lo! he comes, Hymn 57 (Helmsley) (Choir and audience at
the Church of the Good Shepherd Choral Evensong 6 Dec 2019)

Lo, he comes with clouds descending -   Wilbur Held   (Helmsley -
Hymn 57)

Keep your lamps  - arr. Andre Thomas

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aZ2VLx6OZc&pbjreload=101
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BWVdmYwcaY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BWVdmYwcaY
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LoHeComes(Helmsley)(CHOGSChoralEvensong6dec2019).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntRYX1Cr8Ks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPxVyTeM5dY
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
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Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Enter A New Year
          For the Church, Advent is the beginning of a new year for the
Church calendar. This is the time our lectionary changes both for
Sunday readings and the Daily Office. We are now in Year B for the
Sunday Lectionary and Year 1 for the Daily office.
         Inside the church building we have changed the color from
green to purple. Purple is the color for reflection, repentance, and
waiting. Advent is the four week season we focus on how we are
waiting for Christ to fulfill his promise to return and fully restore this
world to God's original intention. This theme is reflected in the
readings, prayers, and practices of the season like the lighting of
candle on the Advent Wreath and daily devotional readings.
          It is an unusual Advent in a time when many of our rituals and
traditions must be changed and adapted to protect our health and the
well being of our neighbors. Despite the differences, we can still find
ways to observe the season at home. We hope you read a daily
Advent devotional, make or purchase an Advent Wreath, or find other
ways to connect with the spirit of the Season.

Mother Deborah Surgery Date
The date of Mother Deborah's surgery has been changed from Dec. 3
to Dec. 4 due to the high number of people being hospitalized for
COVID-19 in Athens.

Please keep Mother Deborah in your prayers.
And please pray for the hospital staff and people in our county, for
those suffering from the virus and those who refuse to take the
precautionary measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 seriously. We
are all connected and are all being impacted by the spread of this
virus.
 

Sharing your Advent Activities

https://cathedral.org/worship/
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To help us all feel more connected during the Season of Advent,
please send a picture of you and/or family's Advent practices to Ted
Foster at [email protected] We will feature these pictures in the
weekly Sunday church emails. Whether it's lighting candles on an
Advent, opening windows on an Advent calendar, reading reflections
from Advent devotionals, putting up seasonal decorations, or whatever
your practice is, it might help all of us learn more about the season
and inspire us to observe this time in the Church Year.

Below are two shares.

Moravian Star - One of Mother Deborah's Advent Traditions

I don't remember when my
mother read about the tradition of
the Moravian Star, but whenever
it was, it became one of her
favorite practices. After I left
home, I found myself longing for
the light shining in a window on
the dark nights between Advent
and Epiphany as much as I
missed my family. So I decided to
continue the tradition that
connects me to my faith and
family.

The Tradition of the Moravian Star
is to put up a lighted star
decoration in an east-facing
window on the first Sunday in
Advent where it shines continually
through the Feast of the Epiphany
on January 6. The star symbolizes
the Star of Bethlehem that
inspired the journey of the magi.
It is also a symbol of how Advent,
Christmas and Epiphany are times we acknowledge and lament the
darkness and fear in the world along with the desire and longing for
better days to come, for our longing for light. It is also a reminder

that no matter how dark or hopeless
things can get, there is hope, there
is light if we look for it.  For me, it
is also a reminder of the call to
embody the light of Christ in the
world. When it can be tempting to

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
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only see what's wrong in the world,
the tradition of the Moravian Star
helps remind me to look up and
notice the ways God's love shines in
the world and in my life.

That is why this year we put our
Moravian Star up very early. We put
it up in March when the pandemic
caused the lockdowns because we
liked the idea of the reminder of
hope shining and to do what we can
in these times.
 

  
Pets help celebrate the Advent season as well.
      Jane Unger writes "The kitties always help us during advent, at
least their idea of helping.  Here are pictures from years past.  The
kitty in the advent wreath is Maude and the one on top of the manger
scene (which always lives under an upside down aquarium to protect
it) is Muffin."
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other
matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-
5634 or by e-mail at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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