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Good Shepherd E-News
(22 November 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

Link to Today's Order of Worship for the outside service for printing.

LESSONS for Christ the King Sunday - Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24;
Psalm 100; Ephesians 1: 15-23; Matthew 25: 31-46 
   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/OrderOfWorship.pdf
http://http/
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The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in
your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully
grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may
be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen.
 

 
The Gospel         Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus said, "When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and
the goats at the left. Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the

world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.' Then the righteous will
answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?' And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.' Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.' Then they also will answer, 'Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' Then he will answer
them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.' And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
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King of Surprise, King of Hope 
 

            One of my favorite movies of all
time is the 1977 movie Oh, God!.   Based on
the novel with the same title published in
1971, Oh, God! is the story of a man named
Jerry Lambert.  There is nothing
extraordinary about Jerry.  He is the
quintessential twentieth century every man,
married with two children, living in a house
in a suburb in California where he works as
an assistant manager of a grocery store. 
The opening credits of the movie show us
Jerry is a good assistant manager, he pays
attention to his customers and employees;
he is a good father, spending time with his
children after working all day; he is a good
husband by giving affection to his wife and
listening to her.  In fact, those opening
credits are pretty boring by today's
standards.  There is no tension, no conflict,
no drama, no unhappiness, no existential crisis in progress.  Just a
guy contentedly living his life.

            His calm life is interrupted when Jerry gets a letter in the mail
inviting him to an interview.  The interview happens to be with God,
who incidentally spelled the word 'interview' incorrectly in the
invitation.  At first Jerry dismissed it as a scam, but curiosity got the
better of him and he decided to check it out and went to the meeting
with God.

            The rest of the movie is the wonderful, funny, and sometimes
sad story of Jerry's journey of learning to listen to God, to trust God,
and share the message God wants him to share with the world that we
all can do better at caring for the world and each other.  Life can work,
God said, we don't have to cause the suffering so many people
experience, if we all work together and love and cherish and nurture
each other.

            Eventually, some religious professionals get wind of Jerry's
attempts to spread God's message of love and meet with him, as they
doubt a common man like him, one who isn't even religious, could be
God's chosen messenger.  This leads to Jerry sitting in a court of law,
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on trial for causing damage to the reputation of an evangelical leader. 
 
            When it is time for Jerry to testify, he was asked to describe
how God visited him most recently.  Jerry replied by saying, "As a
bellboy".  Because in fact God had knocked on Jerry's hotel door
dressed as a bellboy or bell hop, one of the hotel employees who helps
carry the suitcases and delivers room service to guests.  After Jerry
answered the question, everyone in the courtroom laughed because
they couldn't believe that God, the Almighty, Lord of lords and King of
kings would appear in such a lowly, common way.

            Throughout the movie, however, that is precisely how God
was presented.  Portrayed by actor and comedian George Burns, God
appeared as an elderly man dressed to go fishing, a maintenance
worker in a park picking up trash, a taxi driver, and for a brief
moment God even appeared as an African American woman shopping
for cereal at the grocery store.  God wasn't a booming voice in the
sky, an angry thunder, an attractive man dressed in white, or a
wealthy businessman.  God appeared to Jerry and those of us
watching the movie as someone who looks like God could be any one
of us, most of the time as someone who serves others, who cares for
the earth and those on it, who is so unassuming anyone of us could
walk past and never notice they had been so very close to God.

            While Oh, God! is a movie whose primary purpose is to
entertain, its depiction of God fits with Jesus' parable from today's
Gospel because it overturns or reverses our preconceptions about what
it means for Jesus to be king and the social codes we accept with very
little question.

            The parable we read from Matthew's Gospel is often called
"The parable of the sheep and the goats" because it features Jesus
separating the nations into two groups.  The trouble with labeling the
parable this way is that it becomes tempting to start judging people
and deciding if they are sheep or goats.  And there is enough division
in the world right now.  Or that label might make us try to identify
who Jesus was talking about when he said, "the least of these" so we
can run out and find ways to distribute charity to such folks thus
securing our own position as one of the people on the side of
righteousness.  But this behavior isn't what the parable is about, in
fact that seems to be what Jesus didn't want those of us listening to
do. 
 
            Make no mistake, this is a story about judgment, especially
the final judgment when Jesus returns in his glory to judge the living
and the dead, as we say in our prayers.  But when we try and take
that role of judge away from Jesus by doing it ourselves, we make
ourselves judge and ruler instead of Jesus and end up missing how
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this parable is really describing the reversal of the power structures we
are so very painfully familiar with and accepting of, despite the harm
they can cause.

            Notice in the parable Jesus did not describe the second
coming with its glory and angels as being covered in gold, wearing
expensive suits, and arriving in shiny black ridiculously expensive
vehicles.  He didn't describe his throne as jewel encrusted, made of
the finest Moroccan leather, with lumbar support, heating, massaging
and reclining functions, or any of the features we associate with
comfort, prestige, power, or authority.   In fact, he didn't describe
what that glory would look like except in the act of final judgment. 

            There was something significant to that final judgment that
wasn't dividing the nations into two groups.  That something significant
was the element of surprise.  Specifically, the surprise expressed by all
the people no matter what side they were put on.  What surprised
them seemed to be how they were judged.  If we look closely, they
weren't judged simply by whether or not they did good works, by how
they voted, or how much charity they gave, where they shop, but by
living lives marked by compassion and mercy where they didn't judge
who was worthy of compassion.  And when the people in the parable
asked for clarification on Jesus' judgment, the response they got was,
"as you did to the least of these, so you did to me."

            As I said before, this isn't an invitation to think about who the
"least" is, it is the part of the parable that takes us back to the court
room scene in the movie Oh, God! where Jerry Landers was laughed at
when he said God appeared to him as an elderly man dressed in a
hotel bellboy's uniform delivering ketchup for his meal.  The people in
the court room couldn't believe God would appear as a minimum wage
employee, like so many minimum wage employees we all encounter
every day.  The people who prepare or serve us food, or stock the
shelves in stores, or retrieve the items we just ordered on-line to get
packed and shipped to our homes.  And yet, that is who God chose to
identify with.  Just like in the parable, where Jesus said that is where
he had been dwelling.

            What this parable is implying is that for the people who see
each and every human being as a beloved child of God, no matter
their status, Jesus has already come again, and is dwelling with us. 
The glory of Jesus isn't gold or wealth or comfort; it is the delight and
love people show when they embody the love of God in Christ.  The
glory of Jesus is however and whenever the love of God in Christ
manifests or incarnates in our lives. 

            This is an important reminder because today is Christ the King
Sunday.  It is the last Sunday in the Church Year, and it is our
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practice as followers of Jesus to end the year reflecting on what it
means that Jesus is King.  The word 'king' suggests images of wealth,
prestige, power, perhaps dictators, or royal families who feast on the
best of foods wearing the finest of clothing while their people suffer
poverty and illness.  But Jesus, as he shows us time and time again, is
not that kind of a king.  That is what today's parable is about.  Jesus
is the kind of king who glories in God's love not our concepts of
power.  Jesus is the kind of king who will eventually and in some ways
is already reversing the judgments we humans make about who has
value, who deserves wealth, comfort, power, and who does not. 
Today we remember that the kings we most often revere, the kings of
industry, the kings of celebrity, the kings of politics, the kings of
commerce, the kings of institutions, the kings of consumerism,
capitalism, and supremacy, are also the kings who contribute to the
injustices that cause harm to so many.  Jesus is the king who will
overturn the injustices that cause so much suffering in ways that will
surprise us all.  Which means we don't have to participate in those
systems, we can choose another way, one that reflects who our king
is, one that reflects the love of God in Christ by what we do and what
we say.  We can choose to wear a mask in public not because of
government mandates but because we care for the health and well-
being of all people not only during a pandemic, but all the time.  We
can sacrifice a little bit of comfort or convenience or even some of our
traditions this year because we understand how our lives are
interconnected with the lives of all our neighbors, even the ones we
don't like.  Such sacrifice is an act of love that embodies Christ.  Of
course, not everyone will see things that way.

            At the end of the movie Oh, God!, Jerry didn't change the
world for the better, but neither did he fail.  He lost much of what
made his life so happy when he lost his job and his privacy.  But his
relationships with his family were deeper, as was his relationship with
God, who spoke and appeared to Jerry as someone who loves him and
loves the world.  And this deepening of relationships opened Jerry's
heart and gave him hope.  This love is the glory of God in Christ, who
is our King, who is with us right now, perhaps manifesting in ways
that will  

   

  

Link to the video of today's sermon.
 

   

https://youtu.be/_7Bey7-TMKI
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Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Chris L., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, David
Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej, Zelma Coleman,
Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster, Norm Fox, Jan
Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson, Scott Kemball-
Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda
Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family,
Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June Oney and
family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.   * 

Birthdays:  Penny Karageorge (11/23), Terrie Sherman (11/26), Allyn
Reilly (11/26)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

    

Prayers of the People for Christ the King Sunday
   

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#690e1b0801080404061e0c1b1029080605470a0604
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This icon depicts Christ in eschatological glory.
Christ the King.... the head of the Church and the author of our
salvation.  We pray for the Church around the world, our diocese, its
clergy, and leaders.
 
The blue spheres around him, without beginning or end, represent
eternity, and the red squares represent time.  The Greek letters in his
halo signify "I am who I am," God and human. Christ bridges time and
eternity.  We pray for the members of the Church, for our friends at
St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Merida, Mexico, and for the unity of all
peoples bound together in God's timeless love.
 
The Old Testament prophets had fantastic visions of God in glory, and
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their imagery was repeated in the New Testament.  Six-winged
seraphim surround Christ's throne, and Ezekiel's winged beasts emerge
from the four directions, now representing the four evangelists, the
Gospel writers.  We pray for the mission of the church, may we all
embody the Gospel in our words, choices, actions and mercy.
 
All except for Christ are painted as though transparent, to emphasize
that they are spirits.  Christ is painted with bold colors because he is
human.  Material creation is enthroned in the highest heavens. This is
the core of our faith as Christians.  We pray for the good earth God
has given us, for renewal of our commitment to care for the earth, its
ecosystems, and its creatures.
 
Misguided emphasis has sometimes led Christians to condemn the
material world.  This world of ours is called to inconceivable glory, --
both because it was created by God, and because it was assumed into
God's very person.  We pray for those in authority in our nation,
including our President, President-Elect, Governor, Mayor that they
may be humbled to be guided by God in all their decisions, considering
the impact their decisions will have on people of all ages, colors, races,
genders.
 
Because of Christ, there is no thing nor any person in this world that
does not command our respect.   We pray for our community of
Athens, Ohio University, for those on our parish prayer list, and for the
well-being of all people, especially those who suffer illness, injustice,
loss of employment, loss of loved ones.
 
We pray for those who have died, may they rest in peace and rise in
glory.  And we rejoice in the fellowship of all the saints.
 
As St. Gregory of Nyssa said many centuries ago, if only we would
take off our shoes -- referring to the story of Moses and the burning
bush -- we would discover that all ground was sacred.   Glory be to
God. 
Amen
 
Prayer based on Kelly Latimore's description of the icon we received
and blessed on Nov 8, 2020.
 

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, November 22

Organ: *



Good Shepherd E-News, 22 November 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=24fbc96d-c07e-4042-ae27-44b7f44bd2a0[11/26/2020 10:28:12 AM]

1.  Partita on
"Diademata" (Hymn
494 - Crown him with
many crowns) Charles
Callahan (American, b.
1951)

1. Procession
2. Chorale
3. Duo
4. Meditation
5. Voluntary

2. Alleluyas  Simon
Preston (British, b.
1938)  At his feet the
six-winged Seraph;
Cherabim with sleepless
eye,
Veil their face to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluya, alleluya, Alleluya, Lord most high ...
(Liturgy of St. James)(stanza 4 of Hymn 324 - Let all mortal 
flesh keep silence)

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

Hymns for listening:

377 -  metrical paraphrase of psalm 100

382 -  King of glory, king of peace

The text of this hymn, comes from a poem "Praise" by the 17th
century Anglican priest George Herbert.  It first appeared in a 1633
posthumous collection of his poetry.  The tune with which it is
paired, "General Seminary" was written by David  C. Walker in
1976 when he was on the faculty of General Seminary in New York.

324 -  Let all mortal flesh keep silence

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaOnDiademata494(22nov2020)5Parts.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaOnDiademata494(22nov2020)5Parts.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Alleluyas(22nov2020)SPreston.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8J4yHO3XkIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1-DYFC77hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHkXHdVwm8o
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At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

 
If you looked closely at the picture for the service music in today's

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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email, you may have noticed already that the new icon of Christ the
King has been installed over the door leading into the narthex. This
beautiful icon was placed there because it creates a balance to the
Good Shepherd icon near the pulpit. Once we return to worshipping in
the building, when people enter the nave, they see the Good Shepherd
welcoming them, and when people leave they will see Christ the King
over them sending them into the world over which he reigns.
 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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