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Good Shepherd E-News
(3 May 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in loving service to the
campus, the community, and the world.
  

LESSONS for Fourth Sunday of Easter - Acts 2: 42-47; Psalm 23; I Peter 2: 19-25; John 10: 1-10.  http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each
by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
 

To watch a video of this sermon click HERE.

The Question of the Day 

Jesus said, I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. - John 10:10

            One morning not long ago - although it certainly feels like it happened a long time ago
because of all the changes that have happened since mid-March in response to the covid-19
pandemic - I was sitting at a table in our coffee shop CrossRoads Café, enjoying a delicious cup of

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQeMGOGO6o8&feature=youtu.be


Good Shepherd E-News, 3 May 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=5e62d391-00c8-479d-958a-ef99fb0a78d2[5/3/2020 12:20:09 PM]

coffee, when a gentleman walked in, ordered an Americano, and looked over at the sign on the
side of the counter explaining CrossRoads Café as a ministry of Church of the Good Shepherd. 
He took a while to read that sign, then asked the manager a question.  It was a question that
caught my attention.  It was a question I was surprised to hear.  Because I assumed it was a
question that didn't need to be asked.  Turns out my assumption was wrong.  Even our wonderful,
intelligent manager couldn't answer the question.

            That made me realize it is a very good question for today, Good Shepherd Sunday, the
4th Sunday in the Season of Easter. The question the gentleman asked was: "Who is the Good
Shepherd?"

            For those of us who already know the answer, perhaps we need to remember there are many people who don't
know, who may have not read the Bible, who may not understand Biblical language or references.  And we need to be
careful about our assumptions about our neighbors and neighborhood, even in assuming they recognize or understand what
the name of our parish means.

            I answered the gentleman, who certainly came across as well-read and intelligent, that the Good Shepherd is how
Jesus describe himself in the Gospels.  In fact, the sentence immediately following the one I quoted at the beginning of this
sermon is Jesus saying, "I am the Good Shepherd."  I also explained the reason Jesus used that term to describe himself is
because good shepherd imagery has deep scriptural roots and is featured prominently throughout the Old Testament.  It was
a way of speaking about the preferred relationship between a leader and their people, one characterized by showing care for
people like a good shepherd cares for their sheep.  It was the job of many of the Israelites' most beloved Biblical leaders
including Moses and King David.  It is the theme of one of the most well-loved psalms in the Bible, Psalm 23 that begins,
"the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want," and goes on to describe a relationship with God that is life-giving and trusting. 
In calling himself The Good Shepherd, Jesus is calling on that scriptural imagery of the ideal relationship of a leader and their
people: one that is life-giving and worthy of trust.  And like in Psalm 23, it is the image Jesus wanted people to associate
with their relationship to God.  By calling himself the Good Shepherd Jesus was saying he is the true leader or king or
Messiah because his relationship with God and God's People is one of life-giving and redeeming love.

            By calling our parish "Church of the Good Shepherd", we are saying who we are: followers of Jesus and when we are
at our best, we embody the life-giving love of God in Christ in our worship and ministries.

            Today, on the Sunday that shares our name, we are reminded of this because all the scripture passages assigned for
the day make reference to the shepherd imagery in the Old and New Testaments; even today's Gospel reading where Jesus
refers to himself as the gate for the sheep to move through to access the good, green pasture lands.  Jesus also mentioned
thieves and strangers who do not know the sheep, don't value them and only see them as a means to an end.  While
scholars and commentators are not sure if Jesus was referring to any specific people or group of people, it is perhaps not too
hard for us to relate to or imagine what Jesus is talking about.

            Perhaps there are times when we have felt taken advantage of or have taken advantage of someone.  Perhaps we
can relate to feeling like a number instead of a person, valued for what or how much we produce instead of who we are, or
are guilty of forgetting when numbers really represent individual human beings with hopes, dreams, broken hearts, fears,
and lives.  Jesus knew there are many people who use their voices to try to convince others to follow them only to profit
from them, who want to sell us something, or who want our information for their own benefit.  I don't know about you, but
since this pandemic began, I have been bombarded with emails from companies and consultants I've never heard of trying
to scare me into believing if I don't buy what they are selling our church is going to die.  My social media feeds are full of
colleagues telling me if I don't do what they are doing I'm going to lose attendance, membership, and funds.  I've seen a lot
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of competition out there to "win" this pandemic, to be the best videographer, the best asker for money, the best snatcher of
sheep from other flocks.  That's the unique opportunity of this pandemic, these voices tell me, and they assure me I don't
want to miss out on my chance to grab as much as I can.

            But those sound like the voices Jesus cautioned against in today's Gospel.  Those voices sound fearful and anxious;
preaching a gospel of scarcity, where there never was enough people or money for all the churches in the world and this is a
good opportunity to cull the herd, as it were.  They certainly don't match the words of Jesus who said he came that we might
have life abundantly.

            Practices like consumerism can misinterpret the words of Jesus to mean he came that we might have a life of a lot of
money and a lot of stuff.  But abundance doesn't mean a lot. As those who felt it necessary during this covid-19 pandemic to
hoard important essentials like toilet paper, hand sanitizer, soap, or food might be discovering as time goes on and all that
stuff doesn't really calm their fears or make them feel less anxious.  Taking more than your fair share in order to prevent
others from having those essential things won't bring anyone peace because that is not what abundant life is.

            One of the best examples I can give to help us better understand what Jesus is talking about when he said he came
to give us life in abundance is the Tardis from Doctor Who, the BBC science fiction television show about an alien called The
Doctor who travels through space and time.  For those unfamiliar with the show, the Tardis is The Doctor's ship that travels
anywhere through space and time.  The Tardis is supposed to blend into its surroundings, but The Doctor's ship is broken, so
it always looks like a blue police box from Great Britain.  As fans of Doctor Who know well, what looks like a small blue box
on the outside is much, much bigger on the inside.  Until recently, that characteristic of the Tardis was explained as "Time
Lord technology".  But an episode of Doctor Who written by Neil Gaiman called "The Doctor's Wife" gave it a deeper, more
theological meaning.  When the Tardis' matrix was forcibly removed from the iconic blue box and put into a woman, the
Tardis - who is sentient- was able to learn about humanity from the inside out.  At one point in the episode she asked The
Doctor, "Are all people like this?" "Like what?" The Doctor replied.  And the Tardis asked another powerful question, "So
much bigger on the inside?"

            It took the Tardis almost the whole episode to find the right word to clarify her question.  It was a word she
described as "big, complicated, and sad."  And the word was: alive.  Being bigger on the inside wasn't about the many rooms
the Tardis has, or the stuff in those rooms, being bigger on the inside is being alive.  Being alive is more than respirating,
reproducing, and consuming.  That is survival.  Even the Covid-19 virus can do that.

            Being bigger on the inside is about being alive: creating art, music, stories, songs, mathematics; being alive is
creating, cultivating and nurturing relationships, its giving love and receiving love, its caring about something larger than
yourself.  It's being vulnerable, curious, it's learning, growing, maturing, discovering and sharing discoveries.  It's delighting
in beauty; it's joy in connecting to the world and other people and God.  Being alive means suffering at times, and our faith
helps us trust that suffering can help us learn to be compassionate, sympathetic, empathic, and merciful.  Being alive is
about sacrificing for something larger than yourself, like our graduating class of 2020 had to sacrifice their graduation
ceremonies and parities for the well-being of others.  Being alive is experiencing and grieving loss, it's letting your heart be
broken, and rising again to love, create, learn, give, and to let God redeem those losses.  That is what Jesus was talking
about when he said he came so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  He freed us from fear of death so that we
can engage in the wondrous, complex, joyous, sad, redeemable mystery that is life.

            Because our parish's name is Church of the Good Shepherd, today is usually a day when we celebrate our ministries
as well as our name sake.  Which means it is particularly painful not to be together in-person today.  I am certainly feeling
that pain.  Yet even though we are a part, we can still celebrate that we are apart of Church of the Good Shepherd today. 
Since it's a different kind of time, we can celebrate differently by reflecting on the observation I made not long ago.  That
like assuming the Tardis is small because of its outward appearance, we have to be careful not to assume everyone knows
who the Good Shepherd is when they see the sign for our parish.  And we can wonder how we can show them who the Good
Shepherd is.  This is hard right now, because we can't open CrossRoads Café, nor serve Wednesday Free Lunch, or even
gather together for worship.  But this doesn't mean we stop listening for the voice of abundant life calling to us even in the
midst of the cacophony of noise around us speaking of fear, anxiety and scarcity.  Voices that try to convince the future is
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going to look like the present.  We can tell those voices to keep it down.  We know the future can be so much better.  One
way to get there is to live the life Jesus came to bring us by checking in with each other.  To keep giving as much as we can,
that is so appreciated.  We can share what we have instead of competing against others, support each other individually and
other parishes as best we can, we can pray for each other and the whole church.  And we can try to learn, to explore, and let
what we learn influence how we follow our Good Shepherd who guides us even in this pandemic through right pathways for
his name's sake, trusting he will see us through and the world will see the Good Shepherd through us.

Let us pray: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the
everlasting covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with
justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Jan S, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert Betz III,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Chris Eaton, Jean Fieler, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen, Ralph and Martha Izard, Hailey Luelloff,
Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy and Larry Oney, Dale
Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Flora Sherman, Ann and James Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger, Consuelo Walker and family,
Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who
care for them.

Anniversary:  Lia and April Knox (5/6)

Birthdays:  Carol Patterson (5/4), Lois Wagner (5/5), Peg Kennedy-Dygas (5/4), Therese Lackey (5/6), Anne Braxton (5/7)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 The Gospel              John 10:1-10

Jesus said, "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they
know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice
of strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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them.

So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved,
and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life, and have it abundantly."

Organ Music Marsha Reilly recorded for the Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday.

Alleluias  (based on hymn 184 - Christ is arisen and hymn 208 - The strife is O'er)  Robert Lau

Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness  (Hymn 492)

The King of Love my shepherd is  (Hymn 645 - setting by Wilbur Held)

The Lord my God my Shepherd is  (Hymn 663 - setting by Wilbur Held)

My shepherd will supply my need  (Hymn 664 - setting by Wilbur Held)

Savior like a shepherd lead us  (Hymn 708)

Good Christians all rejoice and sing  (Hymn 205 - setting by Noel Rawsthorne)

Links to Hymns for May 3 on YouTube
Hymn 492
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sB6JQnzV8B0

Hymn 664
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUvxPGxZt-s

Hymn 645
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0TGpDE2FJo
 

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Alleluias184and208.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SingYeFaithful492.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/KingOfLoveMyShepherd.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/LordMyGodMyShepherd.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MySheperdWillSupply.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SaviorLikeShepherdLeadUs708.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/GoodChristiansAllRejoice.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sB6JQnzV8B0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YUvxPGxZt-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0TGpDE2FJo
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https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the
the Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Day by Day

The Day by Day magazines have arrived and we hate to see them go to waste.  We
have placed them in a clear tub near the doors across from the food truck parking for
easy pickup if anyone would like one.

Taylor Mayne
Today we honor and bid farewell to our tenor choral scholar, Taylor Mayne. 

Thank you Taylor for your excellent work as a stalwart section leader, as a cantor and
conductor.  Thank you also for doing the concert in September of music by John Dowland. 

Best wishes as you go from being a Bobcat to a Hawkeye at the University of Iowa for your
doctoral study.  And as the hymn says "God be with you till we meet again"

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Good Shepherd Sunday
The Fourth Sunday in the Season of Easter is called Good Shepherd Sunday because
every year the lectionary for the day features scriptures that reference shepherds as
the ideal relationship between God and God's people.   Jesus even referred to himself
as the Good Shepherd (John 10:11).   Because our parish is named Church of the
Good Shepherd, today is as close as we get to having a patron saint celebration, and
it is usually our custom to celebrate with a special coffee hour, cake, music and we
lift up our ministries.
 
This year, today feels a bit sad because we cannot gather in person to worship and
celebrate.   It's good to acknowledge that sadness.   Its part of how we both
acknowledge the reality and grieve the loss we feel.
 
To help us celebrate in this strange time, we are including pictures of our shared
parish life.
 
It's a good day to remember all the ministries, worship celebrations, and work this
parish does.
 
Remember, our name tells us who we follow, and defines our purpose and ministry.  Thank you for all you do as part of the
Body of Christ here in Church of the Good Shepherd.  Thank you for all that you give to make our ministries happen.  Thank
you for your continued prayers for this parish.  Thank you for continuing to listen to and follow our Good Shepherd who is
with us and leads us to good, green grass, and cool, clear, refreshing water, who helps us through places of danger, and
celebrated with us when we are all together.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-
mail at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the public all
other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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