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Good Shepherd E-News
(10 May 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and the
world.
  

LESSONS for Fifth Sunday of Easter - Acts 7: 55-60; Psalm 31: 1-
5, 15-16; I Peter 2: 2-10; John 14:1-
14.  http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and
the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads
to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.  Amen.
 

To watch a YouTube video of this sermon click HERE.

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2MKZyxrsoMs


Good Shepherd E-News, 10 May 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7ef0ab92-00e1-4c18-9005-7d98e16395b3[5/10/2020 9:30:43 PM]

God's Household 
Jesus told his disciples, "Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God, believe also in me. In my
Father's house there are many
dwelling places."  - John 14:1-2

             In my Father's house there
are many dwelling places.
    
I am extremely fortunate to have
grown up in a family that believes
those words and showed me what
they mean by living by the credo
there is always room for one more.

            One way my parents
manifested this belief was every
time I got a new baby sister or
brother. I am the eldest of four children, and from the moment
my parents shared the news with me that our family was
growing, to the welcoming of the new family member, to making
adjustments to having a new person in the household, my
parents treated the growth as something that is part of being a
family. We celebrated each new family member by making room
for them, and sometimes that meant we had to give up certain
things. I remember it was particularly painful for me when my
first sister was born; I was no longer the only child and my
parents didn't have as much time to play with me. While it was
painful, I was shown that making space for my sister was better
for her, for the family, and even for me sharing attention and
helping to care for my sister. When my brother entered our
family, I could help my sister through her discomfort when we
made room for him. By the time my youngest sister surprised us
all by coming along unplanned, we were well practiced at
making room. 

            My family didn't just make room for children. We had to
make room for my dad's business when he decided to start his
own plumbing business instead of working for someone else.
That meant years of financial struggle, my dad having to leave
for emergency calls sometimes during family time, and we spent
some Saturdays, and times when other families were playing
helping my dad with minor tasks for his business.



Good Shepherd E-News, 10 May 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=7ef0ab92-00e1-4c18-9005-7d98e16395b3[5/10/2020 9:30:43 PM]

            When my siblings got married, we again had to step
back and make room for their spouses. Each one brought
changes to the family and how we gathered together. When I
was ordained a priest, my family had to make room for my new
responsibilities and role, which affected our family gatherings for
holidays like Christmas and Easter.

            It isn't just people my family made room for. Throughout
my life we made room for stray cats, kittens and dogs who came
our way and became part of the family.

            We also learned to make room for painful changes.
When a grandparent or other family member died, we learned to
make room for the absence their death brought to our family. It
was an emptiness we couldn't fill and learned that loss is part of
love. We learned to accept the pain of loss and make that loss
part of our family, because our family could not be whole without
it.

            Some changes challenged our core belief. When my
brother got divorced, it threw my family for a loop. They
struggled with how to deal with his ex-wife: we had made room
for her in our family and wondered what we should do now that
they were no longer married. Due to the circumstances of the
divorce, I suggested that she was still in relationship with us,
and the relationship had changed. Once we learned how to
navigate it, we'd feel better about the change.

            These are just some of the ways my parents not only
formed our family, they were living what they believed, and
embodied the words of Jesus from today's Gospel lesson: "in my
Father's house there are many dwelling places."

            These words are often read at funerals for the obvious
comfort they bring. And the author of John's Gospel did intend
such comfort as Jesus spoke those words to his disciples when
they were anxious about his departure, which he had just told
them about. This part of John's Gospel is Jesus' final words to his
disciples before his crucifixion, his death, and resurrection. It
was something hard for them to understand. Which is why
Thomas asked how they could follow Jesus when they didn't
know where he is going. And why Jesus spoke about his Father's
house. Those words aren't just words of comfort, they are
intended to help provide guidance for those wondering how to
follow Jesus when Jesus isn't physically present or when things
change.

            Which makes those words vitally necessary for us today,
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living in a time when there is a lot we are uncertain about. The
Covid-19 pandemic has changed our lives, changed them very
quickly and has taken away from us so much of what we had
come to depend on for our social, spiritual, mental, and physical
well-being. We can ask how can we worship when we can't be
together and can't even be in our church building? As our senior
warden wrote in a lovely letter to our parish last week, on-line
worship just isn't the same as being together and we shouldn't
expect it to be. As hard as we clergy and worship leaders try to
provide some sort of spiritual comfort during this pandemic, it
just isn't the same. Something is missing. And it is good to
notice that absence.

            Because that discomfort is pointing us back to the words
of Jesus from today's Gospel. When Jesus' disciples were
troubled, when they weren't sure how to follow Jesus through a
major change that would take him away from them, he spoke to
them about his Father's house.

            It's important to note that the word translated house
doesn't refer to a physical building. The word is better translated
household or family. Jesus was talking about God's family, which
means having many dwelling places isn't about providing literal
rooms as much as it could mean in God's family God and God's
family members make room. Similar to how my family makes
room for people, pets, changes, losses, newness, even
uncertainties.

            These aren't just words of comfort for when we die, they
are words of hope for how followers of Jesus are to move
forward through any circumstances, especially circumstances
when we can't be certain like this global pandemic. The author
of the first letter of Peter in the epistle reading for today -
interpreted this concept as letting ourselves be built into spiritual
houses. Again, the author of the epistle isn't talking about literal
bricks and mortar, they are talking about making room for the
love of God. The author of the epistle was writing to a church
going through changes and uncertainty and suggested the way
through was to renew their identity in Christ by making
themselves into spiritual houses, people who make room for God
and for others by making spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus.

            Those are churchy words for making room, which
sometimes means making sacrifices, giving up things like
attention, or being certain or even some comforts. Making
sacrifices can also mean making changes in our behaviors to
accommodate the well-being of others. Right now, we are being
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asked to do this by sheltering in place, by not gathering in
person for meetings and worship, wearing face masks when we
do have to go out in public, and are being asked to give up
conveniences for the sake of others.

            Like the disciples, we might also be feeling uncertain
about where God is this pandemic. Is God sitting in our empty
Church building waiting for us to return? Is God in our homes?
Or in hospitals or with the people dying alone because visitors
aren't permitted in hospitals? Is God with the people who want
things to go back to the way they used to be? Perhaps the
answer is yes. Perhaps the answer is we don't know. Perhaps
the answer is God is wherever room is being made for all of this.

 
           Here is another way to think about it. Several years ago,
my mother and I visited Cornucopia, Wisconsin, a tiny town
farther north than Ashland or Bayfield. The day we visited a local
fair was going on with local venders selling food, art, and crafts.
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My mother and I enjoyed the work of a local artist named Nany
Raeburn so much that I bought my mother a print and my
mother bought me this print.  It is called, "Many Mansions".
What I appreciate about it is at first glance you might think
God's house is below the top roof line, but then you notice house
shapes everywhere, even in the light, which tells me God's
house is bigger than we imagine, because God is continually
making room. If we look closer, we can see what God is making
room for: households that are happy, households in crisis,
households in uncertainty. There's even empty spaces for losses.
This print gives me a visual understanding of how God's love can
make room for the reality of life, because healing and well-being
first acknowledge the pain, the uncertainty, the fear, the loss,
all the things that cause troubled hearts. Once the reality is
acknowledged and room is made for grief, healing can happen,
and life can be renewed.

Which means, if your heart is troubled, there is room for you in
God's family, and there is room for healing and growth, and
change. Can you see how each dwelling looks like a house? It
reminds of the advice the author of today's epistle gave for us to
let ourselves be formed into spiritual houses, and together all
our spiritual houses make room for God's love and all the stuff of
life. This doesn't in any way condone bad or harmful behavior,
but it does acknowledge the hurt caused by that behavior and
makes room for forgiveness, healing, growth and that is the stuff
of hope Jesus was talking about in the Gospel; hope is how we
can make room for God's love and love others. Hope that is how
we follow Jesus even in uncertain times. We can become
spiritual houses by making room for one more and show God's
love to the world because love is the stuff God's household,
God's family is made of.
           

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace
with justice throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.
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In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops.  
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Jan S,
Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert Betz III,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha
Hansgen, Hailey Luelloff, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy
and Larry Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Flora
Sherman, Ann and James Sweeney, Jim Turnbull, Laura Unger,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy
White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin,
and we pray for all who care for them.

Birthdays:  Doug Dygas (5/12), Steve Steward (5/13)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or grahammowery@aol.com.

 The Gospel              John 14:1-14

Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father's house there are many dwelling
places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. And you
know the way to the place where I am going."
Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the
way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me,

you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and

mailto:grahammowery@aol.com
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have seen him."

Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."
Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to
the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I
will do it."

Service Music (Marsha Reilly) and YouTube
Christ is made the sure
foundation (Westminster Abbey -
Hymn 518)

Christ is made the sure foundation
(Westminster Abbey - Hymn 518)
 YouTube

Westminster Abby (setting by
K.Lee Scott)

Be thou my vision (Slane - Hymn
488)

Be thou my vision (setting by Dale Wood)

Partita on "Awake my soul with gladness"  (Flor Peeters) 

    Text: (Source: Lutheran Service Book #467)

1 Awake, my heart, with gladness,
See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness,
Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid
Where our bed must be made
When to the realms of light
Our spirit wings its flight.

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChristMadeFoundation518.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChristMadeFoundation518.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bC0tgG_blE
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WestminsterAbby(Scott).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BeThouMyVision(Slane488).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/BeThouMyVision(SettingWood).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PartitaAwakeMySoul(Peeters).mp3
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2 The foe in triumph shouted
When Christ lay in the tomb;
But lo, he now is routed,
His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free;
In glorious victory
He who is strong to save
Has triumphed o'er the grave.

3 This is a sight that gladdens--
What peace it doth impart!
Now nothing ever saddens
The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take
The hope which God's own Son
In love for me hath won.

4 Now hell, its prince, the devil,
Of all their pow'r are shorn;
Now I am safe from evil,
And sin I laugh to scorn.
Grim death with all his might
Cannot my soul affright;
It is a pow'rless form,
Howe'er it rave and storm.

5 The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

6 Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate'er He passes through.
He rends death's iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
He shatters hell's dark thrall;
I follow Him through all.

7 He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
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Is found in script of gold:
"Who there My cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with Me has died
Shall here be glorified."

A mighty fortress is our God  (Ein feste Burg - Hymn 688)

A mighty fortress is our God  (Ein feste Burg - Hymn 688)
YouTube

Ein feste burg (setting by Dietrich Buxtehude)

Ein feste Burg (setting by Michael Praetorius)

The Church's one foundation (Aurelia - Hymn 525)

The Church's one foundation (Aurelia - Hymn 525)
YouTube

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Sammi Tayek
Today we honor and bid farewell
to Sammi Tayek, our alto choral
scholar. She has been with us

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MightyFortress(688).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB5XvHq8UHk
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MightyFortress(Buxtehude).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MightyFortress(Praetorius).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChurchOneFoundation(525).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHCqXL3mCwU
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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since her sophomore year as a
Music Therapy major and leaves
as a Vocal Performance major.

At the Advent Festival she
mentioned that she had done this
program with us for four years
and will miss it greatly. She has
received a full assistantship to
the University of Toledo for her
graduate studies. We wish her all
the best as she begins her
graduate study.

A big thank you to the Shawl
Ministry. Shawls that had been
blessed by Mother Deborah were
sent to Sammi, Anthony and Taylor. They were delighted to
receive them.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
revdebwoolsey@gmail.com.  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at drabeja02@yahoo.com
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
fosterth@ohio.edu.  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:

mailto:revdebwoolsey@gmail.com
mailto:drabeja02@yahoo.com
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Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 
or barbara@chogs.org).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
chogs@chogs.org
www.chogs.org

mailto:barbara@chogs.org
mailto:chogs@chogs.org
http://www.chogs.org/
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