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Good Shepherd E-News Alert
(6 March 2020))
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Athens,  Ohio, is
a diverse, welcoming, growing congregation, committed to
seeking and serving Christ in all persons.
  

Below is a message from Bishop Breidenthal that came in
today on how to respond to the corona virus challenge in
our Sunday morning worship.   We thought it would be a
good to share this clear message.

....  And while we are at it also is a reminder about
ordering Easter Lilies which I forgot to include in
yesterday's ENews.

A Message from the Bishop

 
Dear Friends in Christ,

Many people have been asking how to respond to the corona
virus challenge in our Sunday morning worship. Our weekly e-
Connections addressed this question last Tuesday, but I would
like to underscore a few things, primarily about the passing of
the peace and receiving communion.

(1) When passing the peace, don't shake hands. This is really
hard, because we want physically to express care for one
another. But we can offer mutual respect and affection by
bumping elbows or bowing like acolytes. I was at Christ Church,
Ironton, last Sunday, and the elbow bumping was fun. But it
also turned out to be a powerful sign of our care for one
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another.

(2) I have been asked by many people how to receive
communion. It is important to remember that intincting
(dipping the consecrated bread into the consecrated wine) is
not a good idea right now, since it can spread the virus. 

Relatedly, chalices (cups) for consecrated wine should be metal
(gold or silver plate), not ceramic. If you are worried, it is fine
to receive communion in one kind (that is, receiving the
consecrated bread only).

It is also perfectly all right to come forward just for a blessing.

The main thing is to keep worshiping. I pray for every blessing
as we enter into the second week of Lent. May Easter come
soon!

Blessings,

The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal
Bishop of Southern Ohio

Easter Lilies
Please complete a request form (located in the
Narthex) to order Easter lilies. They are $16 per
plant. Make checks payable to CHOGS, putting
Easter lilies in the memo line.  Return forms
and checks to Sharon Huge or put in Barb
Martin's mailbox.  The deadline for ordering is
March 27th.  If you have questions you can
email me at huge@ohio.edu.
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