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Good Shepherd E-News
(26 July 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Some Updates on this Week.
On Monday Barbara and Rob Martin were notified they had been
in contact with someone with COVED.  Fortunately, and we are
thankful,  their Official Tests came back negative they are not
experiencing any symptoms.  However out of precaution, the
building was entirely closed for everybody and has been cleaned
and disinfected.  Because of the above and because Athens is
still at a Level Red we must remain at Phase 1 of the Diocese's
Guidelines -- "In-building staffing must be minimal and on a
drop-in basis as necessary to maintain essential operations
(deposits, mail processing, etc.)."  The office will be open for
essential business but hours remain limited to 10 - noon.

The news editor forgot to mention that Mother Deborah and her
family are on vacation from July 20-31.  For emergencies please
contact the Senior Warden, David Burton.

Ted Foster

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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LESSONS for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 29: 15-
28; Psalm 105: 1-11, 45b or 128; Romans 8: 26-39; Matthew 13: 31-
33, 44-52.       http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is
strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy;
that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.  Amen.
 
   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

Editor's note:   The following sermon was written and recorded prior to the
events of this week and therefore does not address nor reflect the events of
the week.  Please pray for everyone impacted by the virus. 

 

Common Parables            
            What do a mustard seed, yeast,
hidden treasure, a merchant seeking
valuable pearls, a net, and a man who
sees treasure as both old and new have
in common?

            According to today's Gospel
lesson, all six of these things are like the
kingdom of heaven, as told by Jesus. All
these things: the mustard seed, the
yeast, the hidden treasure, the
merchant, the net, and man with a
treasure are all parables Jesus told. And
they come quick in today's Gospel. No

http://http/
https://youtu.be/QGnjV_f_A-sf
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breaks, no breaths, no interpretations,
just parable after parable after parable
about what the kingdom of heaven is
like.

            Scholars differ on their explanations as to why Jesus told
parables. Some suggest it was a way to keep his message from
being too offensive to religious authorities. Others suggest it was
a way to test who was really listening. Others suggest it was
Jesus' playful way of engaging people, getting them to think a
little deeper about God, about who Jesus is and why Jesus came.
Perhaps the truth is a combination of all the explanations, much
like the six parables in today's Gospel are a combination of what
the kingdom of heaven is like.

            I admit the parable of the mustard seed is one of my
favorites. I love it because the kingdom of heaven isn't always
what it appears to be on the outside. Like the TARDIS in Doctor
Who, the mustard seed is so much bigger on the inside when it
germinates and grows it becomes so large, strong, and stable
there is room for many birds to make their nests in its branches.
The mustard seed becomes a sanctuary, a home.

            The parable of the yeast might be familiar to folks like
my husband who have taken up baking bread during the
pandemic. I have friends around the country who decided to
bake their way through this unprecedented time, even though
many of them have been challenged by the empty shelves in
stores. It has been interesting to notice people in different
places have had different shortages of baking supplies. For some
it was flour. For my husband, it was yeast. He couldn't find yeast
anywhere here in Athens or on-line. Lucky for him my mom
found some and sent it to us. We have experienced firsthand
how important a small portion of yeast is in making bread
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suitable for providing nourishment in these times. Like the
mustard seed, yeast isn't much to look at, but is has a dynamic
impact and value.
 
            Likewise, the treasure someone found hidden in a field
was so impressive it inspired them to sell everything they owned
so they could buy the field along with the treasure. Perhaps this
parable is a little more challenging than the other two. What kind
of person sells everything they own to buy a field in order to get
the treasure only they know is hidden in it? Isn't that a little
extreme? Why not take the treasure instead? But remember, the
kingdom of heaven isn't like the person who found the treasure.
The kingdom of heaven is like the hidden treasure that is so
valuable the finder realized it is worth buying the field. Perhaps
there is more to the kingdom of heaven than just the kingdom
itself. Perhaps there is value in what the kingdom of heaven is
connected with.

            That dynamic connection might be seen in the searching
merchant. In this parable Jesus may be suggesting the kingdom
of heaven isn't necessarily passive, waiting to be found by
seekers or stumbled upon by those who weren't looking for it.
Perhaps Jesus is suggesting the kingdom of heaven is actively
seeking out what God values. And of course, what God values
isn't jewels or gems or money or fame or prestige or stuff. God
values something far more precious. God values you. God loves
you. God values relationship with people, so perhaps God's
kingdom of heaven here on earth is seeking you and seeking
people of all ages, colors, genders, background, socio-economic
status, because of God's love for humanity. And when God's
kingdom of heaven encounters such treasure, it gives up
everything to be with you. Like Jesus gave up everything to die
on the cross, and through his resurrection any barrier between
humanity and God is gone forever, so that we can be together
with God and help with the kingdom of heaven work here on
earth.

            God's love for all people might be seen in a net that is so
big it brings in a great diversity of fish, like God's kingdom here
on earth makes room for all kinds of people. Which means we
somehow have to learn to live with each other and love each
other because when it comes to the final judgment that isn't our
job. The kingdom of heaven is more about reaching out and
making room than it is tossing out undesirables. That is different
work for a different time.

            And let's not forget the man who values the old and the
new and calls both treasure. This, Jesus says in his final parable
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for the day, is what every "scribe" of the kingdom of heaven is
like: a man with a treasure that is both old and new. Perhaps
this is where we are invited into the day's many parables. As
scribes of the kingdom of heaven we are meant to understand
what determines value, and therefore what to treasure.

            In God's kingdom of heaven value isn't determined by
age. It isn't determined by appearance. It isn't determined by
location. It isn't determined by quantity or size. Value isn't
determined by the past or future potential.

            Value in God's kingdom of heaven is determined by love.
God's love. Like the mustard seed, the kingdom of heaven is
reaching out to be that place of sanctuary for God's beloved to
rest in. Like the yeast, the kingdom of heaven shows love is
dynamic. Like the hidden treasure, the kingdom of heaven waits
for God's beloved to discover the connection it offers and like
the merchant also seeks for those God loves. Like the net, God's
kingdom of heaven makes room for everyone God loves. And
those who work for God's kingdom here on earth see all things,
the old and the new, through the eyes of God's love. Which
means no scribe of the kingdom of heaven would ever judge a
mustard seed or yeast by their appearance, or see the field as
separate from the hidden treasure, or imagine God's kingdom of
heaven is inactive, or be disappointed in the diversity the
kingdom of heaven makes room for, or mistakes value in only
the old or the new, but makes room for both because they
understand both old and new are required for kingdom of
heaven work here on earth.

            Perhaps these parables of Jesus' can be helpful for us as
we find ourselves living in a pandemic that has changed so much
of our world. Gone are the days when we could leave our homes
without wearing a face mask. Social distancing requirements and
concern for preventing the spread of the virus means once
common activities we wouldn't think twice about like eating in a
restaurant now make us think twice about the risk such
activities pose. Similarly, ministries that have defined Church of
the Good Shepherd like our Wednesday Free Lunch suddenly
seemed impossible to continue during the pandemic until we
started having conversations with volunteers who care about it
enough to imagine making changes to the ministry to minimize
the risks as much as we can for everyone. When re-imagining
the Wednesday Lunch ministry, we started with simple, small
ideas, like providing a sandwich and piece of fruit in a paper
sack, allowing volunteers to prepare the food at home, and
distribute the sacks on tables outside with a volunteer more than
six feet away. This might be closer to how the ministry started,
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so that the old way is new again. And we can trust that from
something that seems small, great things can come, as has
happened in the past. This is one way Church of the Good
Shepherd can continue to show God's love for all people and our
love for God and our neighbors, by making changes that value
the love, and is therefore a taste of the kingdom of heaven here
on earth.

            I began this sermon with the question what do a
mustard seed, yeast, a hidden treasure, a merchant seeking
pearls, a net and a man who treasures both old and new have in
common? The same thing they have in common with our
ministry and worship here at Church of the Good Shepherd: the
love of God in Christ here on earth.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Elena, Jan
S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen,
Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Dick
Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha
Hansgen, Hailey Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda
Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family,
Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Sandy and Larry Oney, Dale
Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and James Sweeney, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
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Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine
Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary: Gregory Proctor and Elizabeth Sayrs (7/27), B.J. and
Kate Cottrill (7/31), Ted and Katharin Foster (8/1)

Birthdays: Marsha Reilly (8/2)

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton.

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: "The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it
is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches."

He told them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed
in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened."

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in
a field, which someone found and hid; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that

field.

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#452237242d2428282a3220373c05242a296b262a28
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separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

"Have you understood all this?" They answered, "Yes." And he said to
them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom
of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old."

Service Music for Sunday, July 26
Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)
The church building was closed 
for any use this week and Marsha
was unable to record  any music.

Hymns for listening
Hymn 595 God of grace and
God of glory (Cwm Rhondda)

Hymn 388 O worship the King, all glorious above

Hymn 513 Like the murmur of the dove's
song  (Bridegroom)

Hymn 615 Thy kingdom come (St. Flavian)

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the

https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=God+of+grace+and+god+of+glory+cwm+rhondda#id=2&vid=2001b2fe34b0855ecbd1beaa8038044d&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=God+of+grace+and+god+of+glory+cwm+rhondda#id=2&vid=2001b2fe34b0855ecbd1beaa8038044d&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=O+worship+the+king+harnover#id=17&vid=67ed7b11422a6b802287e7c9763db25f&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=like+the+murmur+of+the+dove%27s+song#id=60&vid=130a8bc48946d3757f3e17ace7564946&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=like+the+murmur+of+the+dove%27s+song#id=60&vid=130a8bc48946d3757f3e17ace7564946&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=thy+kingdom+come+on+bended+knee+St.+Flavian#id=2&vid=fd76bdf765a5b42da62864327ae2b9af&action=view
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
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Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Prayer Hill and Tree of Giving (restocked)

https://cathedral.org/worship/


Good Shepherd E-News, 26 July 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=ca4462ef-37c2-4657-8965-ce6758a98db4[7/29/2020 11:19:16 PM]

 
Reflection on a calm day.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
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[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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