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Good Shepherd E-News
(19 July 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

LESSONS for Seventh Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 28: 10-
19a; Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23; Romans 8: 12-25; Matthew 13: 24-30,
36-43   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities
before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our
weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our
unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask;
through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen.
 
   

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://http/
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To watch a YouTube video of this sermon
please click HERE.

   

   

Beauty in the Field            
   
           I have always loved wildflowers. I
am fortunate to have grown up in a
beautiful part of the country in a house
with a large yard next to a wood that
were both full of all kinds of flora and
fauna. As a young child, I could spend
hours wandering through the field and
the woods picking bunches of
wildflowers.

            I have a memory of a time when
my grandparents were at my house and
I picked a huge bouquet of wildflowers
for my grandma. My six or seven-year-
old self thought it was a gorgeous
bouquet full of colorful flowers: white,
orange, pink, shades of yellow and
lavender. There flowers of all shapes. To
me, it was a joyful collection and I was happy giving it to my
grandma, who received it with an obvious display of pleasure.
She thanked me as she admired the colorful mix of flowers I had
gathered for her.

            But my joy was quickly squelched when my grandfather
looked at the flowers and declared, "It's just a bunch of weeds."

            I was crestfallen. I thought I had done something good,
but when my grandfather said my beloved flowers were nothing
but weeds, I felt foolish and somewhat ashamed for giving my
grandma weeds.

            Because we all know weeds are bad, right? Weeds are
plants that cause harm. Why else would every gardener I've
ever known, including my father and great-grandmother, spend
hours and hours pulling weeds out of their gardens?

            Weeds show up in today's Gospel, where Jesus tells the
parable of the wheat and the weeds. This parable is only found

https://youtu.be/wLfSwhGVyPw
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in Matthew's Gospel, and it seems the author wanted those of
us reading the parable to get something specific out of it by
giving us an interpretation along with the parable itself.

            Scholars have differing views on the interpretations of
parables in Matthew's Gospel. Some point out the interpretation
is evidence Jesus felt he couldn't speak directly in public and
saved the informational version for his closest followers. Others
say the interpretation is the author's alone and was meant for
the select individuals who were part of their church community.
Still others say the interpretation is evidence that even Jesus'
followers felt frustration that Jesus didn't tell his message in a
definite and succinct way.

            Parables are not definite, not even the short ones.
Parables invite us to ponder, to think, to consider, to ruminate
on what Jesus was talking about. Where explanations give
information, parables give us permission to be curious. Without
explanation, there is a possibility that people will hear or see
different things in the same parable. Perhaps the author of
Matthew's Gospel was uneasy with such possibility or had a
community that needed definition for Jesus' stories to begin to
see the possibilities in them.

            Either way, today we have a parable Jesus told to get
people thinking about the kingdom of heaven. That's how
parables often start: The kingdom of heaven is like... Just like
today's parable: "the kingdom of heaven is like a sower who
sowed good seeds in his field. But during the night, while
everyone was sleeping, someone else came and sowed bad
seeds, which grew together with the good. When the servants or
workers noticed that there were weeds growing in the field, they
offered to pull them up. But the sower, the guy who owned the
field and the plants told them to leave the field alone, to let
everything grow together, stating they didn't want to risk losing
a single good plant in the work of weeding. And when it comes
to judgment; that will happen after the workers have harvested
the field, after everything has been allowed to grow."

            At first glance it is a parable that seems to be about
noticing the weeds and the desire to remove them, but God
wants us to wait instead. But maybe there is more to this little
story. Whenever I ponder a parable I like to go back to the very
beginning, to the part where Jesus says, "the kingdom of
heaven is like...." Because I believe in those first words is a key
to what Jesus was playfully getting at. In this parable, Jesus
said the kingdom of heaven is like someone who sows good
seed...Jesus didn't say God was like someone who sowed the
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good seeds, but that the kingdom of heaven is like someone
who sowed good seeds and is the same someone who told the
servants to hold off on the weeding, trusting judgment to
happen at harvest time.

            Remember, part of the mystery of Jesus' resurrection is
that through Jesus' death and resurrection the kingdom of
heaven is here with us on earth, and it is coming, it isn't here
completely, it has been sown like a seed and is slowly growing
in the world. It also happens to be part of the reality of this
world that other kingdoms have been sown in the world too:
kingdoms of consumerism, kingdoms of power and prestige,
kingdoms of violence and fear. And these kingdoms are all
mixed up with each other, we can see evidence of them every
day.
 
            Maybe Jesus' parable isn't an invitation or a mandate to
wait for the end of time when God's judgment will finally be
completed. Maybe this parable is an invitation to consider the
field where all these kingdoms grow together with God's
kingdom of heaven. Maybe this field is less like a neatly planted
row after row field of a farm or garden and is more like the fields
of wildflowers from my childhood, full of color and shapes and
smells. Maybe this parable is Jesus' invitation to delight in the
beauty in the world instead of quickly labeling people or places
as wheat or weed, good or bad. But to look instead for the
beauty and growth and possibility of God's kingdom of heaven
wherever we find it.

            This parable reminds of the beautiful viewpoint of Bryan
Stevenson, a lawyer and the founder of the Equal Justice
Initiative in Montgomery Alabama. Bryan works with people on
death row, many of whom were wrongly or unjustly sentenced.
In the more than forty years of doing such hard work, Bryan has
seen and experienced a great deal of pain and injustice. He's
seen the ugliness of greed, ignorance, poverty, and racism. He
knows the pain of loss. And he has seen some truly beautiful
human beings and witnessed their growth, transformation and
redemption.

            This has led him to believe that none of us are the worst
thing we have ever done. In his powerful memoir Just Mercy A
Story of Justice and Redemption, Stevenson writes it isn't the
bad things we've done that define us. Too often it can be too
easy to think of someone who lied as a liar, who stole as a thief,
and to not make room for the possibly that they might repent or
change. It is a sin to deny folks the possibility that they will be
transformed by God's mercy; and to deny ourselves of this
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same possibility. Because he has seen it happen and describes it
in his memoir.

            To me, that sounds like the kingdom of heaven growing
in a field with all kinds of other kingdoms, and just by being
there, just by growing, a little more redemption grows and
spreads too.

            Maybe this parable is warning that if we only focus on
weeds and the removal of them, before long all we will see are
weeds. Perhaps our fear of weeds choking out the wheat can
belittle the beauty and strength and wildness of the wheat in
Jesus' parable. Maybe the kingdom of heaven is stronger than
we imagine, maybe it doesn't need our protective weeding.
Maybe the kingdom of heaven wants our delight in its beauty
and strength and wildness amidst all the other kingdoms of the
world. When I think of those beautiful wildflowers I gave my
grandmother so many years ago, I still remember their
vibrancy. It took me years of learning about the importance
wildflowers have to the ecosystem, especially for pollinators like
bees, butterflies and birds, that I realized my grandfather's
judgment of the bouquet I gave my grandma was given in haste
and ignorance. He hadn't spent enough time admiring,
watching, and learning to truly distinguish between a weed and
a wildflower and as a result he missed the beauty I delighted in.

            I am not trying to judge or criticize my grandfather, I
am only observing what might be why it is the nature of the
kingdom of heaven to hold off judgment and wait until there has
been opportunity for the possibilities to grow, change and bloom
in the midst of the many kingdoms in the world.

            As we experience the frightening increase in the daily
number of new and active cases of COVID-19 here in Athens
County, maybe there is something in the wisdom of Jesus'
parable of the patient sower who watches the field. Somedays it
can feel like all we can do is watch the daily reports of the new
cases of COVID-19 and feel the stress and anxiety with each
report. And while we do need to pay attention to this
information, we could also widen our view. To notice who is
being diagnosed, and to look for ways the kingdom of heaven is
present and growing in the midst of all the fear or worry and
increasing cases of the virus here in Athens.

            I can't help but notice most of the people here in Athens
who are being diagnosed are people in their twenties and late
teens. There may be many reasons for this, and we can make
educated guesses or make judgments out of anger because the
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actions of one group puts others in jeopardy. Or we might notice
this is the age group we spent a great deal of time with before
the pandemic. Many of the people who came to our Wednesday
Free Lunch, stopped in the chapel, got a cup of coffee from our
CrossRoads Café coffee shop ministry, or who walked by the
church every day were in this age group. Since we have this
connection, maybe we could say a prayer for them instead of
making judgments.

            Offering free face masks from the Tree of Giving in front
of the church building is another way to respond to this crisis
that offers love instead of anger or fear, and is perhaps one of
the ways the kingdom of heaven is growing in the field of our
neighborhood. In the spirit of today's parable, I invite you to
take a look around you: where are you noticing the beauty of
wildflowers in the fields where you are? When you notice the
beauty, pay attention to it. That is where God is, and where
God's kingdom of heaven is growing from the seeds Jesus
planted.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *   Alex T., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Robert
Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean,
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Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen,
Hailey Luelloff, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe,
Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O'Brien, Sandy and Larry Oney, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson,
Jan Robison, Ann and James Sweeney, Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn,
Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy
White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, Mark
Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton.

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: "The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, 'Master, did
you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then,
did these weeds come from?' He answered, 'An
enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him,
'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But
he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both
of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.'"

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of
the field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#395e4b5851585454564e5c4b4079585655175a5654
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age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and
burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!"

Service Music 
Marsha Reilly, organ (audio)

1.  Prelude, Louis Vierne 
(French,  1870-1937)

2.  Meditation, Louis Vierne 

3.  We are climbing Jacob's
ladder  (Jacob's ladder - Hymn
220 in LEVAS)   Setting by
Timothy Albrecht  (American)

4.  Immortal, invisible (Hymn
423 - St. Denio)     Wilbur Held 
(1914-2015 - professor at Ohio
State and consultant on the Good Shepherd organ)

Hymns for listening
423 - Immortal, invisible (St. Denio)

220 LEVAS -   We are climbing Jacob's ladder

541 - Come labor on (Ora Labora)

665 - All my hope on God is founded (St. Michael)

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Prelude(19jul2020)LouisVierne.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/Meditation(19jul2020)LouisVierne.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WeAreClimbingJacobsLadder(19jul2020)Albrecht.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/WeAreClimbingJacobsLadder(19jul2020)Albrecht.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ImmortalInvisible423(19jul2020)WilburHeld.mp3
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=immortal+invisible+god+only+wise#id=6&vid=fb11cb3b3c7c40c6f29298626f70f7d2&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=we+are+climbing+jacob%27s+ladder#id=74&vid=ea4943c29f53092883c2b15f4b22ec4a&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=come+labor+on+youtube#id=8&vid=b3d60f53036437a8a854e3e77acf2351&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=All+my+hope+on+God+is+founded#id=11&vid=4f05bf9c6b489cf1afc61aa514913ed2&action=view
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Beauty in the Field

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#89fbecffedecebfee6e6e5faecf0c9eee4e8e0e5a7eae6e4
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#3753455655525d560705774e565f58581954585a
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For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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