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A Reflection from the Rector 

Measuring Change: 
Determining returning to 

in-person parish life
Before the pandemic started, it was not
uncommon to hear people complain that we
live in a time of such constant change and
they were feeling what is called "change
fatigue."

During the pandemic, situations are changing
even faster, which can make any plans from
going grocery shopping to planning vacation to
returning to in-person parish life incredibly
difficult. There just isn't the certainty we crave
for making plans.

This means plans will sometimes go backward
instead of forward at times, depending on how
the situation changes.

Because of the recent rise in new and active
cases of COVID-19 in Athens County, we may
decide to delay returning to in-person parish
life. As of the writing of this announcement
(July 9), we had the largest rise in cases in
one day. One of the guidelines for returning to
in-person worship is the activity of numbers of
active cases of COVID-19 in the local area. A
rise in cases in our county is to be interpreted
as a deterrent to returning to in-person
worship. A decrease in new and active cases in
our county is to be interpreted as being
allowed to return to in-person worship (see
Diocesan Guidelines).

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://www.chogs.org/
http://www.chogs.org/sermons.htm
http://www.chogs.org/calendar.htm
http://www.chogs.org/index.html
http://www.chogs.org/campus.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://www.chogs.org/news.htm
http://diosohio.org/
http://www.dsoconnections.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/feed/rss/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701/554345594588086?fref=ts
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCELRqmOFadjYYT0uQivYbCg
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We were recently given the additional
guideline that counties designated as Level 3
(Red) or Level 4 (Purple) in the new Ohio
Public Health Advisory System are ordered by
the bishop to return to Phase 1 with no in-
person gatherings of any kind.

Counties designated as Level 2 (Orange) and Level 1 (yellow)
are approved by the bishop to return to in-person parish life. 
As of July 9, Athens County is considered as Level 2 (Orange).  

You can read more about the new system in last week's Friday
email and at coronavirus.ohio.gov.

With Athens County being Level 2, the recent increase in cases
is causing a great deal of anxiety, and that is another thing to
pay attention to.

Even though Mother Deborah, Wardens, the Treasurer, the
Music Minister, and a few Vestry Members have stated they
believed it okay to return to in-person worship in August, things
like the number of active COVID -19 cases could and have
changed since that decision was made. Because of the rising
numbers, August might be too soon to return to in-person
worship. If the numbers of active cases decreasebetween now
and then, we would still be considering a date in August.

It all depends on what happens with the number of new and
active cases in Athens County.

We will continue to watch the numbers, remembering as we do
that each and every number represents a human being who is
suffering and their family and friends who will also be impacted
by the diagnoses. 

Thank you for your patience and your prayers during this
uncertain and unprecedented time.

Mother Deborah

https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Episcopal-Church-of-the-Good-Shepherd-45701-554345594588086/
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
https://www.chogs.org/Covid19CornonavirusLinks.htm
http://coronavirous.ohio.gov/
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 Prayers for the Sick

Things change very quickly during this pandemic.  When I wrote
the "update" where we are in planning in-person parish life,
things had changed a lot in one week, affecting our plans. But
within hours of my sending the "latest" update to Ted to put in
this email, so much had changed, I had to ask him to make
specific edits.

The biggest change over the last few days is the increase in new
and active cases of COVID-19 in Athens County.  This has
created an increase in anxiety for so many people.  A closer look
at the information that accompanies the daily count of COVID-
19 cases in our county is a breakdown of the ages of those who
have been infected.  The information I was able to find for
Wednesday (July 8) and Thursday (July 9) was that every new
case of COVID-19 reported on Wednesday and Thursday were in
people ages 0-19 and 20-29.

Instead of feeling anxious, this information makes me feel
concern for the people who are sick and suffering.  As Rector of
a parish located on a university campus, I believe the people in
those age groups are those we spend a great deal of our time
and ministry reaching out to.  Therefore, seeing this information
spurs me to wonder how we can be the Presence of Christ to our
community.

One way is we can pray for those who are ill and for those who
care for them.  We need to remember they are not numbers,
they are human beings, beloved children of God.  And they are
most likely suffering in mind, body, and perhaps soul, as are
those who care for them.  Our prayers may not sound like
much, but they matter.  We can also use our location to
promote wellness during the pandemic by putting out free face
masks for our neighborhood.  Action and prayer together are
how we love God and love our neighbors in this pandemic.

Let us pray: O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our
help in time of need: We humbly beseech you to behold, visit,
and relieve the people who are suffering from COVID-19.  Look
upon them all with the eyes of your mercy; comfort them with a
sense of your goodness; preserve them from the temptations of
the enemy; and give them patience under this affliction. 
Restore them to health, and enable them to lead their life in
awe and wonder of you, and to your glory.  Amen.
BCP 458 (edited)
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Many Blessings,
Mother Deborah

Opening Guidelines From the Diocese

The Diocese Revisits Opening Guidelines (new & more)

Upcoming

The next Prayer Shawl Meeting is Tuesday, July 14, 
9:30 a.m., home of Julie Nehls.
 

Don't Forget The 2020 Census
The 2020 Census is happening now.

Being counted matters for your community. You can respond
online, by phone, or by mail. Learn more
at https://2020census.gov/.
 

Around and About Photos This Week

The Tree Of Giving comes to fruition
(no pun intended of course)

Mother Deborah and Michael, with magic marker in hand, spent
the afternoon Thursday individually packaging face masks for
the Tree Of Giving. They wore gloves and masks themselves as

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COVID-19-Response_Phased-Return-FINAL-FINAL.pdf
https://2020census.gov/
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they unpacked the masks from the shipping package and
inserted them into protective liners for hanging. This morning
Michael hung up the masks ready for picking.

Besides the Diocese of Southern Ohio the Bureau of Workers
Compensation also sent the Church some masks, so our supply
is good.
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Contacts, Office Hours, & More

CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice). Please knock.

The building is not open to the public all other hours.

The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-
6877   [email protected]). 

Friday and Sunday Publishing 

For the duration of the coronavirus crisis the regular publishing day for
news and announcements will be Friday afternoons to better
coordinate with the Diocese. Sunday will include items to support at-
home worship. In regard to prayer requests, submitting news, and
announcements (though folks may be working virtually), it is business
as usual.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#b1d3d0c3d3d0c3d0f1d2d9ded6c29fdec3d6
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice). 

The building is not open to the public all other hours.
The parish office administrator is Barbara Martin (740-593-
6877 or [email protected]).

 

 
  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
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[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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