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Good Shepherd E-News
(6 December 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread the Diocese
has revised its guidelines so that the purple level now will apply
to both the purple and red levels.  This means no indoor
services nor church office hours for the time being.

Athens County is code RED
However the building will remain closed until further notice.

At the bottom of this newsletter is a message from Bishop Price
and a link to the revised guidelines.

 

   

Lighting An Advent Wreath
 

"Light your candles quietly, such
candles as you possess, where-
ever you are". - Alfred Delp

While we won't be lighting
candles together on the parish
Advent Wreath this year, lighting

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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a candle is still one of the most
ancient forms of prayer. It is an
act of defiance against spiritual
and physical darkness. We
encourage you to light candles at
home, whether you have an
Advent wreath or four candles in
a circle on a table. 

The circle or wreath symbolizes
the Church's timepiece, the way
the Church tells time. We light
candles in Advent to mark the
time. Candles are lit counter
clockwise to remind us the
Church tells time counter or
different from the secular world.

On the Second Sunday of Advent, we light 2 candles; the purple or
blue candles opposite the pink candle, and the purple or blue one to
its right. The second candle represents love, not the sentiment of
love, but the self sacrificing love of God in Christ.

If you do not have a prayer for the lighting of the candles, here is one
you can use:

In the short days and long nights of Advent, we realize how we are
always waiting for deliverance, always needing salvation by our
God. In the light of the candles around this wreath we remember
God's promise: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shown." Isaiah 9:2

Lord God, may this wreath and the light of this candle be a sign of
Christ's promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not
delay. Even so, Lord, quickly come. Amen.

We invite and encourage you to light candles every day and spend a
moment reflecting on the scripture readings for the day or the daily
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Advent devotional.

LESSONS for the Second Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 40: 1-11;
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3: 8-15a; Mark 1: 1-8.
             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

 
The Gospel              Mark 1:1-8

  

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

"See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,'"

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
"The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

http://http/
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Below is a sermon The Rev. Canon Jane Gerdsen prepared for this
Sunday as Deborah is recovering from her surgery.  She writes -- "I
am grateful to have the opportunity to connect with you in this way
during this time.  Wishing you all a wonderful Sunday, please offer my
greetings to the congregation."

The Desert Well 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you who will prepare
your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: `Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'" John the baptizer
appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. - Mark 1:1-4

Human beings are afraid of lonely places: empty parking lots,
abandoned houses (which we often call "haunted"), walking alone at
night, an old cabin in the woods, your car breaking down on deserted
road. Any of these scenes could be the beginning of a good scary
story or movie!
 
It reminds me of our youth group mission trips to Navajoland (AZ) in
high school. Being on the reservation was probably my first real
experience of being in the desert. It is everything you think of when
someone says desert, hot, dusty, dry, it's almost hard to breathe
because of the heat and elevation...but I think more than any of those
things, it is lonely. The even if you are with other people, kind of
lonely. You sense your own smallness. There are miles and miles of
roads on the reservation where there are no lights, no gas stations, no
humans, just empty roads that stretch on forever. I vividly remember
an old Navajo storyteller telling us stories about Navajo skinwalkers
and warning us to never drive on the reservation at night and if we
did and we saw a man walking along the side of the road, that we
should never, never look back at him in the rear view mirror. Although
I am not normally one to get scared by ghost stories, to this day I am
creeped out by hitchhikers on the road after dark...
 
The desert is a powerful location and metaphor in our Scriptures as
well. It is a place of terror and tenderness, a place where one is at the
mercy of life's extremes, and therefore completely dependent on God,
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who provides what is needed in the desert. It is in the desert that we
come to know God and be constituted as God's people. During the
Exodus, the people have to trust God to lead them with pillars of
cloud and fire, feed them manna, and give them water from a rock.
The prophet Isaiah talks a lot about deserts as well... "the wilderness
and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom."
Or For the Lord will comfort Zion, he will make her wilderness like
Eden and her desert like the garden of the Lord. It is in the wilderness
that the prophet Elijah is fed by ravens and waited upon by angels.
 
In other words, in the Bible, the desert is not just a lonely, dangerous
place, it is precisely the place that God intervenes to save.   Our
gospel writer Mark picks up on this theme. For Mark, God's saving act
comes in the desert. God breaks into the world - as a voice crying out
in the wilderness. Mark begins the gospel of Jesus Christ, not with a
baby in a manger, or angels appearing, or magi, or shepherds...but
with a lone voice crying out in the wilderness. An image not so
different than the beginning of Genesis when God speaks into the
empty chaos and brings light. Mark too begins his story with a word in
the wilderness. God does not remove the desert, God meets us in
there!
 
In the same way, the prophet Isaiah sings a song of comfort to a
confused and scattered people. He is talking to people weary after 70
years in exile, a metaphorical desert. He speaks with tenderness to
people who have endured too much, grief, loneliness, despair. He
reminds them that God's word and love stand forever (unlike flesh or
grass). He reminds them that after everything that has happened to
them, the bond between God and God's people still stands. The
wilderness has been transformed, the wasteland of their grief becomes
a garden of hope.
 
John the Baptist calls people into the desert, challenging them to
confront the brokenness of their lives. He calls them not to scare
them, but to bring them to a new place, a place to encounter God
directly. For John, the Baptist, the desert is a place to be stripped of
all preoccupations and accumulations of life. When they enter the
desert, seekers will find the God who is searching for them, ready to
bind up their wounds and offer them a drink (or a plunge) of living
water.
 
So, in some ways the desert is the place where God does God's best
work. In the wilderness, the eremos in Greek, a word that describes a
place without inhabitants, an empty, abandoned or sparsely populated
place. We all experience these places or perhaps more realistically
these times in our lives. Sometimes we choose these challenges, time
to be apart, discover ourselves anew, but more often than not, the
deserts of our lives discover/find us.



Good Shepherd E-News, 6 December 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=ba3f32a4-734c-4005-9ff3-76df60e6ed5f[12/5/2020 10:45:00 PM]

 
Times when we are hurting, or in need, searching for answers, or in
need comfort. Times when we are lonely, even if there are people
around us.   Times when sadness creeps up on us. Places where we
are lost and don't know which way to turn. Where we find ourselves
alone and must put our trust in God alone.
 
And yet, again and again, in the Gospels, Jesus withdraws to the
desert, to a lonely place, to seek God in prayer. Jesus wanted "desert
time." How often do we avoid this important aspect of our spiritual
lives? Even when the desert is thrown in our laps, we run from it. We
do not know how to seek or accept the desert of solitude, silence, and
prayer. We are frightened of this wild, unknowable place. What would
happen if we allow ourselves to experience the desert...to make room
for God to break in? A voice crying out in the wilderness?
 
(Allesandro Pronzato writes,) "The desert is the threshold to the
meeting ground of God and humans. It is the scene of the exodus.
You do not settle there, you pass through. One ventures on these
tracks because one is driven by the Spirit to the Promised Land. But it
is only promised to those who are willing to chew sand for forty years
without doubting their invitation to the feast in the end." As we spend
time in solitude and a forced stillness brought on by a pandemic,
perhaps we can think look to those who spent time in the desert, who
have gone before us. Let us allow this time prepare our hearts and
minds for God's arrival.
 
In the desert of Advent we wait for our return from exile, we listen to
the voice of the prophet calling out to us, to prepare for God to break
into our wilderness lives. The desert is also the place where we meet
God. "The Desert Christians of the fourth century report that people
went out into the desert to seek the men and women who made
eating sand their regular diet. They asked them for a word, a bit of
manna to sustain their own journeys. And so I have one for you as
well. It comes from that wise "children's book" by Antoine de Saint-
Exupery, The Little Prince. You probably remember the story. The
airman has an accident and comes down in the Sahara Desert, where
he meets what he first describes as "an odd little voice," whom we
come to know as the little prince. (In Ch. 24), eight days after his
crash in the desert, the airman has drunk his last drop of water. He
and the little prince trudge for several hours in search of water. They
find none. Night falls. A conversation about the beauty of the desert
ensues. It closes: "What makes the desert beautiful," said the little
prince, "is that somewhere it hides a well..."
 
This is my word for you: What makes the desert beautiful is that
somewhere it hides a well."[1] May you find the well that will sustain
you in these times and drink deeply of its living water.  Amen.
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[1] Quote and ideas about the desert from Bonnie Thurston her book, "The
Spiritual Landscape of Mark."
   
   

  

Link to the video of today's sermon.
 

   

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus. We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters. We pray also for the people who are suffering
from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We
pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme
Court, and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, and
Kenneth and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Chris L.,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen,
David Bell, Robert Betz III, Jane Brown, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson,
Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David Malawista,
Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June
Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them.  * 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgJvRPSs09I
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Birthdays:  Jesse Pyle (12/10), Jim Karageorge (12/12), Earl Stump
(12/12)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, December 6

Organ: *

1.  Savior of the
nations come (Nun
komm der heiden
heiland)  J. S. Bach
(Hymnal 54)

2.  Prepare thy way,
O Zion (Bereden vag
far Herran) Wilbur Held
(Hymnal 65)

3.  Comfort, comfort
ye my people (tune for
Psalm 42 in a 16th
century French psalter)
John Ferguson

4.   Variations on
"Savior of the Nations
come" Karen Keene

1. Prologue (the plainchant on which the hymn tune is based)
2. Introduction
3. Variation 1 - Lightly
4. Variation 2 - Tenderly
5. Variation 3 - Calmly
6. Variation 4 - Sturdily
7. Variation 5 - Lively
8. Variation 6 - Majestically

Choral music and Hymns for listening: *

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#afc8ddcec7cec2c2c0d8caddd6efcec0c381ccc0c2
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SaviorNationsCome54(6dec2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SaviorNationsCome54(6dec2020)JSBach.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PrepareThyWay65(6dec2020)WHeld.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PrepareThyWay65(6dec2020)WHeld.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComfortComfortPeople16(6dec2020)JFerguson.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComfortComfortPeople16(6dec2020)JFerguson.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsSaviorNationsCome(6dec2020)KKeene.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsSaviorNationsCome(6dec2020)KKeene.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsSaviorNationsCome(6dec2020)KKeene.mp3
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Good shepherd choir: Ten years ago (Advent Festival, December
2010) the choir sang a version of "Comfort, comfort ye my people"
with flutes.  

Also - the choir has sung "People look East"  Besançon carol   
Text: Eleanor Farjeon (Advent 2012)

Prepare the way, O Zion  (Hymn 65)

There's a voice in the wilderness crying (Hymn 75)

Link to an Advent Lessons and Carols service.

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Enter A New Year
          For the Church, Advent is the beginning of a new year for the
Church calendar. This is the time our lectionary changes both for
Sunday readings and the Daily Office. We are now in Year B for the
Sunday Lectionary and Year 1 for the Daily office.
         Inside the church building we have changed the color from
green to purple. Purple is the color for reflection, repentance, and
waiting. Advent is the four week season we focus on how we are
waiting for Christ to fulfill his promise to return and fully restore this

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ComfortComfortYeMyPeople(Advent2010).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PeopleLookEastHymn(Advent2012).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2vtX5d2TN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWkbuGFDbbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4NtkBqTcU0&t=147s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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world to God's original intention. This theme is reflected in the
readings, prayers, and practices of the season like the lighting of
candle on the Advent Wreath and daily devotional readings.
          It is an unusual Advent in a time when many of our rituals and
traditions must be changed and adapted to protect our health and the
well being of our neighbors. Despite the differences, we can still find
ways to observe the season at home. We hope you read a daily
Advent devotional, make or purchase an Advent Wreath, or find other
ways to connect with the spirit of the Season.

Sharing your Advent Activities
To help us all feel more connected during the Season of Advent,
please send a picture of you and/or family's Advent practices to Ted
Foster at [email protected] We will feature these pictures in the
weekly Sunday church emails. Whether it's lighting candles on an
Advent, opening windows on an Advent calendar, reading reflections
from Advent devotionals, putting up seasonal decorations, or whatever
your practice is, it might help all of us learn more about the season
and inspire us to observe this time in the Church Year.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
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Below is one share.

      

Above -- night view
from road --  

One seasonal thing
the North Coolville
Ridge neighborhood
looks forward to is
the star on the hill
as one drives by. 
Over the years the
Foster's have hoisted
the star on various
trees most of which
have have passed on
to the big tree in the
sky.  This year the
star is mounted to a
plastic pipe frame
and leaned against
the garden shed on

the hill above the road.  Below last week at dusk with full moon.
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Message from Bishop Price
December 4, 2020

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

As we move through Advent 2020, we
struggle with how best to respond to the dangers of the COVID-19.
Even though, as a religious community, we may be afforded certain
exemptions by our government, as Christians, we are never exempt
from caring for our neighbors and putting other's safety before our
own needs and desires. 

Yesterday, the Ohio Public Health Advisory System listed only one
county in our diocese (Montgomery) as Level 4, the highest health
threat alert - Severe Exposure and Spread. Almost every other county
is at Level 3. Given the continuing surge in every metric - positive
tests, symptomatizing patients, hospitalizations, growing numbers in
Intensive Care, and COVID related deaths - it is time for all of us to
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take extreme safety measures for ourselves and others in the midst of
a still-growing major crises. After deliberations with Bishop
Hollingworth in the Diocese of Ohio, we have come to a common
understanding of what this means for The Episcopal Church in the
state of Ohio.

Following the prediction of medical experts at both the federal and
state level, we join in asking all congregations in Ohio to suspend all
in-person worship by Sunday, December 13 if they have not done so
already, and return to worshiping by online services only. This will
continue until further notice, certainly through the end of the month
and likely well into the new year. It will also include the suspension of
other in-person gatherings, save for feeding, clothing, and recovery
ministries. It will be essential to work closely with leaders of those
ministries and organizations to determine whether they can be safely
continued.

This means that our diocese's previously issued guidelines for worship
will be altered with the instructions for the purple level now applying
to both purple and red. Our state's dangerous situation has increased
dramatically since those guidelines were issued, leading to this
revision. (See revised guidelines) Live-streamed and pre-recorded
worship may be offered from churches, with a limit of 10 people in
any room for liturgical roles and technological assistance, masked and
at least six feet apart. ....

.... Taking these steps in this unprecedented emergency is, indeed, an
act of faith and a witness to the love of God in Christ Jesus. It is vital
that we continue to model Christian charity as we strive to meet the
practical responsibilities demanded of us in this time of challenge. By
so doing, I believe we can provide hope and protection to those who
are suffering from illness, fear and loss. In spite of all of this, we will
hear again the angels sing and proclaim joy to the world with unfailing
confidence in the incarnate love of God, who is Christ the Lord.

Please know that you are in my every prayer.

The Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.
Bishop in Southern Ohio
 

Follow this link provided for the 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

  

And let us shout HARRAH !!

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
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Mother Deborah's Surgery Went Well !!

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a1d3c4d7c5c4c3d6cececdd2c4d8e1c6ccc0c8cd8fc2cecc
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#fa9e889b989f909bcac8ba839b929595d4999597
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#b4d6d5c6d6d5c6d5f4d7dcdbd3c79adbc6d3
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#accfc4c3cbdfeccfc4c3cbdf82c3decb
http://www.chogs.org/
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