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1st Sunday in Christmas Season
In the Church we say that Christmas is such a big celebration, we can't
keep it in only one day.  The Church Year gives us not one but twelve
days to celebrate the Mystery of the Incarnation.  The Twelve Days of
Christmas begin on December 25 and last until the Feast of the
Epiphany on January 6.  Today's lessons, sermon, prayers, and music
are all about the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Word becoming
Flesh and dwelling among us.
 

LESSONS for the First Sunday after Christmas - Isaiah 61: 10-
62:3, Psalm 147, Galatians 3: 23-25; 4:4-7; John 1: 1-18.



Good Shepherd E-News, 27 December 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=422f5c3e-9e19-4cd6-a89b-b1516fcd9b9d[12/27/2020 11:56:50 AM]

             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
  

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your
incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may
shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen.
 

 
The Gospel              Luke 1:26-38

  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you."  But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  The
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be
impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word."  Then the angel
departed from her.

Right Here With Us 

   One of the fun Christmas traditions I

http://http/
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look forward to every year is the
annual Doctor Who holiday television
special. These specials are the usual
stuff of the popular long running BBC
series: time travel, action, adventure,
humor. And because it's a holiday
special, there is an additional holiday
element to the story like The Doctor's
take on the Christmas Classic A
Christmas Carol, the Christmas
Armistice of WWI, and visiting Santa
Claus at the North Pole. But my
favorite Doctor Who holiday special is
the one that does a beautiful job
illustrating the Incarnation, what it
means that "God became flesh and
dwelt among us," from John's Gospel
for this Sunday.
 
   The episode is called The Husbands
of River Song and features a well-known companion of The Doctor
whose name - it's easy to guess- is River Song. Like all things Doctor
Who her story is long and complex, but long story short is she ends
up married to The Doctor. It's an unusual marriage because they
aren't always together, but whenever they meet their timelines are
moving in the opposite direction, which means depending on when
they meet up, one of them remembers or knows more about their
lives than the other. Usually, it's River who knows more than The
Doctor, but In The Husbands of River Song, we see a rare occasion
when the two meet up for an adventure and it's The Doctor who
knows more than River. In fact, she doesn't recognize The Doctor
because he had regenerated - a clever plot device that makes it
possible for different actors to portray the character and has allowed
the program to keep going for over fifty years.
 
   At first River Song not being able to recognize The Doctor is played
for laughs. But it also allows The Doctor and the viewers to see a
different side of the character River Song. While fans already know
River is different from The Doctor, we had assumed when she was on
adventures of her own she was out doing some sort of good in the
universe. This episode showed us that assumption was wrong. River
was in fact up to no good; lying, stealing, plotting murder,
manipulating, and selling a stolen gem for ridiculous amounts of
money. The Doctor goes along with her, voicing his objections of her
behavior and questioning her reasoning along the way. All the time
River Song dismisses his comments as irrelevant.
 
   As you might see coming, River's misdeeds end up getting her in



Good Shepherd E-News, 27 December 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=422f5c3e-9e19-4cd6-a89b-b1516fcd9b9d[12/27/2020 11:56:50 AM]

trouble, and eventually the people she was trying to con figured out
she's married to The Doctor and plot to use her as bait to attract The
Doctor and kill him. River tries to fight their intentions and ends up
making a passionate speech explaining why the plan won't work. It
won't work, she says, because The Doctor does not love her. Her
captures scoff, pointing out that she loves him, which she agrees is
true. But love, she presses is far to "small and ordinary", as she says,
for The Doctor.
 
   "I don't know where he is," River Song says, "he's somewhere doing
whatever he wants without a thought for me, and that's fine with me.
And if I'm in trouble, he's not stupid enough or sentimental enough to
find himself standing in it with me." As she spoke those last few
words, River turned and looked at the person beside her, who had
been slowly moving toward her, and he smiled and said her usual
greeting for him, "Hello, Sweetie."
 
   That's the big reveal. And you can visibly see River Song is startled
and deeply moved at the same time. In that moment River Song
realized The Doctor was standing right there with her in the very
trouble she had gotten herself into and the reason he was there was
because he does love her. That little moment is brilliant at showing
what the Incarnation is and means.
 
   Although I don't like comparing the character The Doctor to God or
Jesus, in this case it is the situation not the characters that illustrate
the Incarnation so well. The Incarnation is God with us, even in the
midst of troubles we've gotten ourselves into, or troubles that find us.
This episode reminds me of the many times people encountered Jesus
and did not recognize who he was, and the few who had those
moments of awakening when they realized Jesus was the Son of God,
the Messiah.
 
   I also appreciate how this episode of Doctor Who reveals the
Incarnation is rooted in love. God is not an impersonal metal monolith
that cares nothing for those who give it attention. Neither is God one
of the selfish pagan gods who considers love to be sentimental,
boring, small, common, stupid, or something beneath god and is
therefore off somewhere doing whatever they want without a care for
us. In fact, the opposite is true: God is not above love, nor does God
consider love to be inferior, small, or common. God is Love. And
because God is Love and God loves us, God will always be right here
with us, no matter what trouble we've gotten ourselves into.
 
   Nothing will keep God from us: not a pandemic, not changes in
traditions, not illness, not even death can separate us from the Love of
God in Christ.
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   After River Song recognized The Doctor, the two of them instantly
worked together and got out trouble and of course saved the day.
After the adventure, River seemed a little shy around her beloved
Doctor, for just as we saw another side to her, she had seen another
side of The Doctor. But you can also tell they were closer than they
had been before, gentler, and more trusting and vulnerable with each
other. The revelation had brought them closer together and
strengthened their love for each other. This is the reason for the
Incarnation, for us to grow closer to God and strengthen our
relationship with God.
 
   Perhaps during a year that has been so full of trouble, what we need
most is the reminder not only that the Word became Flesh and dwelt
among us, but did so out of love for us, with the divine desire to grow
closer to us. That can help us enter into a new year with hope,
remembering we aren't alone, and we are deeply, radically loved by
God, for all time.
 
Merry Christmas
 

  

To watch a video of Mother Deborah's sermon 
please follow this link provided.

 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas and his family as he begins
retirement, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of
the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,

https://youtu.be/LJ7GtJNoIzE
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Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Bill S., Chris
L., Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill,
Annie and Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Danny
Cain, Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben
Foster, Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John
Jefferson, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David
Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea
Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald
and June Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach, 
Jan Robison, Mary Anne Swardson and family,, Laura Unger, Michael
Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi White,
Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane, and
we pray for all who care for them.  * 

Birthdays:  B.J. Cottrill (12/28), George Karageorge (12/30), Laura
Spero Wiener (1/2)

For Those who have died:  Steven P., Roland Swardson

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

In Thanksgiving:  These poinsettias are given to
the glory of God and in Thanksgiving for ....

All the people at Church of the Good Shepherd,
our life and ministry together by Mother Deborah
and Michael Luelloff

Our family and friends by Jean and Barry Thomas

All of God's blessings by David Burton.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#b6d1c4d7ded7dbdbd9c1d3c4cff6d7d9da98d5d9db
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The life of Louise Burton by David Burton.

The ministry of the Rev. Deborah Woolsey and her
family among us by the parishioners of Good
Shepherd.

The Wardens and Vestry by the Good Shepherd
Community.

In Remembrance:  These poinsettias are given
to the glory of God and in Loving Memory of ....

Mickie Fair by Mother Deborah

Daniel Luelloff by Michael Luelloff and Mother
Deborah

All the people who have lost their lives to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Sara Foster by Katharin and Ted Foster
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Joan Hayes by the Choir

  

Roland Swardson by the parishioners of Good
Shepherd.

 

  
Service Music *

 for Sunday, December 27

Due to time restrictions and
technical issues we were unable to
provide 
in-house recordings for today. 
Some hymns for listening are
provided below.

1. Hymn 82 - Of the father's love
begotten

2. Hymn 93 - Angels from the
realms of glory

3. Hymn 100 - Joy to the world

Here is a link to the Festival of
Lessons and Carols at Washington
Cathedral.
 
In case you missed it earlier here is
a link to the Church of the Good
Shepherd Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols (December 4, 2016)
where the choir and congregation sing a processional hymn: 
Come Thou Redeemer of The Earth.

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLpMSIvU4xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLpMSIvU4xs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUL8CDz2G1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUL8CDz2G1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=th4vXeuP6zo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1VNHbTl7Zw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1VNHbTl7Zw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jllzAjlpIRQ&t=195s
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Come to the Stable
   We've put up an
outdoor nativity set in
the front yard of the
church and invite you
to stop by and walk
through it as a form of
Christmas prayer and
meditation. The figures
of Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus in the manger
are outlines designed
to help the focus be
less on what they may
have looked like and
more about how they
are part of the Mystery
of the Incarnation, of
the Word made Flesh
dwelling among us.

   In the religious formation program Godly Play, there is teaching that
says if you aren't ready, you can walk right through a holy Mystery
and never know you had come close to God and God had come close
to you. Usually liturgies like Christmas Eve church services are
designed to help us walk through holy mysteries, to come close to
God. Our outdoor nativity is designed for you to walk through the
Mystery of the Incarnation. It's our way of offering a self-guided
opportunity to come close to God this Christmas because we can't
have our usual Christmas liturgy. We hope you accept our invitation to
take a Walk with Christmas.

 

Stars on the Tree *
   One of our traditions of
Christmas is to build the nativity
scene while listening to the
Gospel during the early
Christmas Eve service.  After all
the figures are in place, the
congregation is invited to bring
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stars to the crèche and place
their star on the part of the
story that was just for them. 
It's a beautiful tradition we will
miss this year. 

   It is also the tradition that
inspired the idea of inviting you
to bring a star to a Christmas
Tree on the front porch of the
Church this year. Although we
cannot gather in person, we can
bring a star to the tree and
together those stars can
symbolize how we still can be
together even though we are physically apart.

   If you didn't receive a star in the mail we invite you to make your
own out of paper and thread a string or ribbon through it to make an
ornament. You can write a prayer on one side of the star.  All stars are
welcome on our tree!

*  The tree is on the porch; sidewalks and steps clear of snow.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Presiding Bishop Curry's 
Christmas Message

Many Thanks
To the Fosters for the generous gift of the Christmas Tree and for
transporting it to the church. To Michael Luelloff for designing, making,
and putting up the outdoor nativity.  And to both for putting up the
Christmas Tree and for making the signs for the outdoor nativity. The
gifts of your time and talent help make our Christmas beautiful this
year.
 

Sharing Your Home Crèche Scenes

Since we cannot gather together around the parish crèche, we invite
you to email pictures of the crèche sets you might have at home to
Ted Foster at [email protected].  

Ted will compile them in installments beginning with the Christmas
email as a symbol of how Jesus is still incarnate with us wherever we
are, even when we can't celebrate his Birth in person.

Some folks have already submitted Crèche pictures and these will be
shown (or re-shown).  Below the second installment, next installment
January 3rd.

A part of David Burton's collection. 

https://episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources
https://episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#690f061a1d0c1b471d010c060d061b0c290e04080005470a0604
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David McCoy's and Chris Knisely's collection has grown over the
years.
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This is a crèche-under-glass, protected from Jane Unger's cat
'Muffin'. 
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This is a small German Creche set of Ted and Katharin Foster --
also protected behind glass from playful cats.
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This is a small set from the Woolsey clan that was briefly put on
display for a photo op before the cats noticed.
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David Burton's cats are better behaved.  This is Rosie.
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The Church at Night this season.
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Merry Christmas2020& Happy New year   2021   

Church Building and Office Reminder
Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread the Diocese
has revised its guidelines so that the purple level now will apply
to both the purple and red levels.  This means no indoor
services nor church office hours for the time being.
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Follow this link provided for the DSO 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#6b190e1d0f0e091c040407180e122b0c060a020745080406
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#ea8e988b888f808bdad8aa938b828585c4898587
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#5c3e3d2e3e3d2e3d1c3f34333b2f72332e3b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a2c1cacdc5d1e2c1cacdc5d18ccdd0c5
http://www.chogs.org/
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