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Good Shepherd E-News
(20 December 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread the Diocese
has revised its guidelines so that the purple level now will apply
to both the purple and red levels.  This means no indoor
services nor church office hours for the time being.

 

   

Lighting An Advent
Wreath

 

"Light your candles quietly, such
candles as you possess, where-
ever you are". - Alfred Delp

While we won't be lighting
candles together on the parish
Advent Wreath this year,
lighting a candle is still one of
the most ancient forms of
prayer. It is an act of defiance

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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against spiritual and physical
darkness.  We encourage you to
light candles at home, whether
you have an Advent wreath or
four candles in a circle on a
table. 

The circle or wreath symbolizes
the Church's timepiece, the way
the Church tells time.  We light
candles in Advent to mark the
time.  Candles are lit counter
clockwise to remind us the Church tells time counter or different from
the secular world.

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light all 4 candles. The fourth
candle symbolizes hope.

If you do not have a prayer for the lighting of the candles, here is one
you can use:

In the short days and long nights of Advent, we realize how we are
always waiting for deliverance, always needing salvation by our
God. In the light of the candles around this wreath we remember
God's promise: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shown." Isaiah 9:2

Lord God, may this wreath and the light of this candle be a sign of
Christ's promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not
delay. Even so, Lord, quickly come. Amen.

We invite and encourage you to light candles every day and spend a
moment reflecting on the scripture readings for the day or the daily
Advent devotional.
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LESSONS for the Fourth Sunday of Advent - 2 Samuel 7: 1-11,16;
Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26; Romans 16: 25-27; Luke 1: 26-38.
             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your
Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for
himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

 
The Gospel              Luke 1:26-38

  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you."  But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in

your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  The
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth
month for her who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be
impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word."  Then the angel
departed from her.

http://http/
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Embracing the Possible 

   One of the things I miss right now
is the brief conversations with all of
you after the church service is over.
Those quick comments people make,
or questions people ask just before
they leave the church building and
reemerge into the world. Those are
moments I learn a lot about people,
and sometimes hear opinions about
the music, readings, or the sermon. I
enjoy hearing what a person takes
away from a church service, what part
was special for them that day.
 
   Every now and then, a parishioner
will share something completely
unexpected and hard to forget. That
happened to me nearly fourteen years
ago, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, in my first parish. It was a
different Lectionary that year, and I had preached on Matthew's Gospel
about Joseph, Mary's betrothed instead of the part of Luke's Gospel
designated for today. After the service, at the door, a parishioner
shook my hand and said with great enthusiasm, "Thank you for
preaching on Joseph. It was good to hear about a man. Lately it seems
the Bible is only about women."
 
   His comment was a surprise, and something I'm sure plenty of
scholars and theologians, especially feminist and liberation theologians
would strongly argue. I thought it odd, especially since two out of the
four Gospel readings in Advent feature a man: John the Baptist. This
memory often surfaces on this Sunday, the Fourth and final Sunday in
Advent, and always when the Lectionary comes to Luke's Gospel and
we read once again Mary's extraordinary visit from an angel.
 
   This visit is called "The Annunciation" because the angel announces
to Mary her belovedness, by calling her "highly favored" and "filled
with grace" and God is inviting her to participate in a new creation.
It's a powerful event, one that has inspired artists and poets for
centuries. I believe it is unfortunate this powerful story has been
misinterpreted to mean a 'good woman' is supposed to be submissive
and obedient because that certainly isn't what is happening in this
beautiful scripture passage.
 
   What can be easily overlooked is the particular and ancient pattern
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the author of Luke's Gospel uses in this account of a person being
called by God. This pattern is found throughout the Hebrew Bible, and
is always how the stories of the greatest prophets in the Bible begin.
First, a messenger of God appears to a person and announces God
wants them to participate in moving God's plan of salvation forward.
Next, the person questions this announcement, often by pointing out
they are not able or equipped for the job. Remember Moses
questioned God's call by saying he had problems speaking when God
asked him to lead the People of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.
Jeremiah said he was too young. Next, the messenger or God
responds to whatever the objection is by stating God will be part of
whatever God asked the person to do. No one is expected to go it
alone when it comes to answering God's call; God will not only be with
them, and God will take care of any deficit and promises to watch over
the person. Finally, the person accepts the call, most often with words
like, "Here I am, the servant of The Lord."
 
   We can clearly see Mary's encounter with the angel Gabriel follows
the same pattern, making this encounter a call story like those of
other prophets in the Bible. Gabriel tells Mary what God wants her to
do, she asks how she's supposed to have a baby when she is not yet
sexually active with her betrothed husband, the angel responds God
who created heaven and earth, who speaks life into being, will
mysteriously take care of that detail. This is also misinterpreted to
mean God acted like some pagan god that impregnated a girl like
some of the Greek and Roman myths. But that is not what God is up
to. God isn't trying to replace a reproductive partner because God is
not looking to reproduce. Instead, God is going to redeem the world
and destroy the power of sin and death. Such salvation is not going to
be accomplished by reproductive biology, but only through a new kind
of creation, one God is part of. This makes Jesus' birth a Mystery in
the holiest sense of the word. God's own self is going to participate in
the miracle of birth. That is why the angel tells Mary the Holy Spirit
will be with her and the power of the 'most high' will overshadow her.
These are phrases that imply God's presence and protection because
Mary is being invited to be part of something brand new, and it can be
scary going into the unknown where people will struggle to understand
and accept what you are doing. Finally, Mary says yes to her calling
and in so doing becomes the first person to embody the Good News
that God is up to something new.
 
   It's worth noting Mary is the first person in the Gospels the Holy
Spirit will be with, even before Jesus' baptism and that exciting
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended like tongues of fire on the
disciples and Mary in the upper room after Jesus' resurrection and
ascension. That might be why a little later in Luke's Gospel Mary was
inspired to sing a song we call The Magnificat proclaiming God's
salvation has already been accomplished. Because it started in her yes
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to God's possibility, her willingness to enter into the mystery of the
new creation. The mystery we also call the Incarnation.
 
   That is where we are on this final Sunday in Advent, the season of
preparing for Christmas and for Jesus to return and complete the
redemption that began when a young girl said yes to God's call. Mary's
yes reminds us every time someone responds to God's call to
participate in God's salvation, God's Kingdom comes a little closer.
Whatever that call may be, whether it's ordained ministry,
volunteering to help stop food insecurity, to serve in leadership, to
teach, to listen, or to support leadership, to adapt or change an
existing ministry, or start something new, whatever the call every yes
brings God's Kingdom near. Mary's call story reminds us what a calling
from God really is: the invitation to participate in God's redemption
with God. It's being part of God's new creation, where Jesus is our
King, not the empire of power and death and fear.
 
   It's a powerful message, and maybe a little bit dangerous to imagine
a young girl being open to God's possibility, whose obedience is not
submissive but incredibly courageous. Mary's yes to God is a
statement against the empire that treated people as commodities
instead of beloved human beings. Mary's yes to God is the courageous
act to embody the dream God has for this world instead of
succumbing to the oppression of violence, racism, sexism, and
inequality. Mary's yes to God is the beginning of overturning those
inequalities to create a better world, one where hunger and poverty
and racism and sexism and ageism and all those other "isms" are no
longer reality. A world where we all live as beloved children of God and
neighbors to each other instead of consumers shopping around for the
next best deal. Mary's yes to God is the startling reminder such a
world is possible, when we let God be God and surrender to God's will,
allowing God to work in us and through us.
 
   No wonder one of my former parishioners was uncomfortable with
the message of Biblical women like Mary. Her call story is a powerful
one, and perhaps a threatening one to anyone who benefits from the
status quo. Perhaps that is why her story is often misinterpreted and
used to put women in a place of submission or why people get hung
up on the lack of reproductive biology in Mary's call story, because
those things are easier to handle than the powerful truth that the way
things are in the world aren't how they have to be. God's way of love
could still be our way.
 
   Therefore, this is why we hear Mary's call story this week. Not to
prepare us for Christmas in a few days, but to remind us our longing
for Jesus to return can include listening for a call to participate with
God in the new creation called incarnation. Today we are reminded the
mystery of the incarnation isn't just what we celebrate every year, it is
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work any of us might be called to, to embody Christ in the world.
 
   That is no easy task in a world that has become about social
distancing, on-line meetings and on-line church services, fewer
gatherings, and public events. There is grief behind every creative
attempt to worship on-line, meet on-line, learn and teach on-line,
celebrate on-line, and even receive medical treatment on-line. There is
grief and fear in bills that cannot be paid, deteriorated household
incomes, and jobs that cannot be found. Of course, there is the deep
grief of families who have lost loved ones to the pandemic, or who
were not able to be with a dying loved one. You can almost feel the
weariness of all this grief, even as hope glimmers in the recent release
of the vaccine.
 
   Perhaps this weariness is why we need the reminder of the power of
Mary's yes to God more than ever. The reminder that what has been
cast down is being raised up by God. The reminder that God's
overshadowing love is with us, even in our grief. Perhaps this year the
embodiment of Christ in the world looks like what we are willing to
abstain from to in order protect the health of each other. Perhaps this
year the embodiment of Christ in the world looks like being
courageous enough to open to God's presence without the comfort of
our usual traditions so that we can see and recognize God is present in
our sorrow as well as in joy.
 
   On this Fourth and final Sunday in Advent, whether or not you feel
the weariness of the world, I hope Mary's call story helps open your
eyes and heart to be part of all that is possible with God.
 

  

A video for Mother Deborah's sermon today was not recorded.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas and his family as he begins
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retirement, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of
the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Chris L., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Ted and Andrea, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson,
Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David Malawista,
Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June
Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them.  * 

Anniversary:  Michael and Maureen Wootton (12/26)

Birthdays:  Joanne Larson (12/23), Shawn Parsons (12/25)

For Those who have died:  Sara Foster

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, December 20

Organ: *

1.  Creator of the
Stars of Night  Emma
Lou Kliemer  (Hymn 60)

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#543326353c3539393b2331262d14353b387a373b39
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/CreatorStarsNight60(20dec2020)Kliemer.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/CreatorStarsNight60(20dec2020)Kliemer.mp3
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2.   O come, O come
Emmanuel
 John Behnke (Hymn
66)
     I. Chant
     II. Meditation 
     III. Toccata

3.  The Angel Gabriel 
Franklin Ashdown 
(Hymn 265)

4.  Magnificat V
"He remembering his
servant Israel, as ne promised to or forfathers
Abraham and his seed forever."

5.  Magnificat VI
Gloria - Finale Marcel Dupree
     The text for the canticle Magnificat is found in the BCP, pg. 91

Choral music and Hymns for listening: *

Good Shepherd Choir (Video, Advent Processional 2016): 
Come Thou Redeemer of The Earth

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OComeOComeEmmanuel66(20dec2020)ChantMeditationToccata.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/OComeOComeEmmanuel66(20dec2020)ChantMeditationToccata.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AngelGabriel265(20dec2020)FAshdown.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MagnificatV(20dec2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MagnificatVI(20dec2020)GloriaFinale.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jllzAjlpIRQ&t=195s
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Enter A New Year
          For the Church, Advent is the beginning of a new year for the
Church calendar. This is the time our lectionary changes both for
Sunday readings and the Daily Office. We are now in Year B for the
Sunday Lectionary and Year 1 for the Daily office.

         Inside the church building we have changed the color from
green to purple. Purple is the color for reflection, repentance, and
waiting. Advent is the four week season we focus on how we are
waiting for Christ to fulfill his promise to return and fully restore this
world to God's original intention. This theme is reflected in the
readings, prayers, and practices of the season like the lighting of
candle on the Advent Wreath and daily devotional readings.

          It is an unusual Advent in a time when many of our rituals and
traditions must be changed and adapted to protect our health and the
well being of our neighbors. Despite the differences, we can still find
ways to observe the season at home. We hope you read a daily
Advent devotional, make or purchase an Advent Wreath, or find other
ways to connect with the spirit of the Season.

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Sharing Your Home Crèche Scenes

Since we cannot gather together around the parish crèche, we invite
you to email pictures of the crèche sets you might have at home to
Ted Foster at [email protected].  

Ted will compile them in installments beginning with the Christmas
email as a symbol of how Jesus is still incarnate with us wherever we
are, even when we can't celebrate his Birth in person.

Some folks have already submitted Crèche pictures and these will be
shown (or re-shown).

   
Poinsettias for loved ones and thanksgivings

Since we won't be having in-person services for
Christmas, Mother Deborah was wondering about
offering a way for people to still "donate

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#afc9c0dcdbcadd81dbc7cac0cbc0ddcaefc8c2cec6c381ccc0c2
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poinsettias" for loved ones and thanksgivings. 
Instead of real flowers/plants, you are invited to
provide names and thanksgivings and we will list
these in the Christmas email along with virtual
plants pictured for each name/thanksgiving.  Send
these to either Mother Deborah or Ted Foster.
 
They will most likely be organized into two groupings.

These poinsettias are given to the glory of
God and in Loving Memory of ....

These poinsettias are given to the glory of
God and in Thanksgiving for ....

 

A favorite Advent Picture
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Jane Unger writes "The kitties always help us during advent, at least
their idea of helping.... The kitty in the advent wreath is Maude.

 

"highly favored" and "filled with grace"  
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Since Mary is featured in
today's Gospel here is a
detail of Mary and Baby
Jesus from the "before and
after" Manger Scene in
2015 where the children of
the parish arranged the
figurines and decorated
with paper stars during the
Christmas Day service.  

Follow this link provided for the DSO 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

Contact Information

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
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For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#84f6e1f2e0e1e6f3ebebe8f7e1fdc4e3e9e5ede8aae7ebe9
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#4622342724232c277674063f272e29296825292b
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#f597948797948794b5969d9a9286db9a8792
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