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Good Shepherd E-News
(13 December 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
Given the likelihood of Severe Exposure and Spread the Diocese
has revised its guidelines so that the purple level now will apply
to both the purple and red levels.  This means no indoor
services nor church office hours for the time being.

Athens County is code RED
However the building will remain closed until further notice.

 

   

Lighting An Advent Wreath
 

"Light your candles quietly, such
candles as you possess, where-
ever you are". - Alfred Delp

While we won't be lighting
candles together on the parish
Advent Wreath this year, lighting
a candle is still one of the most
ancient forms of prayer. It is an

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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act of defiance against spiritual
and physical darkness. We
encourage you to light candles at
home, whether you have an
Advent wreath or four candles in
a circle on a table. 

The circle or wreath symbolizes
the Church's timepiece, the way
the Church tells time. We light
candles in Advent to mark the
time. Candles are lit counter
clockwise to remind us the
Church tells time counter or different from the secular world.

On the Third Sunday of Advent, we light 3 candles; the purple or blue
candles and the pink candle. The third candle represents joy, that
connection between God and humanity that can sustain us far more
than happiness. 

If you do not have a prayer for the lighting of the candles, here is one
you can use:

In the short days and long nights of Advent, we realize how we are
always waiting for deliverance, always needing salvation by our
God. In the light of the candles around this wreath we remember
God's promise: "The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shown." Isaiah 9:2

Lord God, may this wreath and the light of this candle be a sign of
Christ's promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not
delay. Even so, Lord, quickly come. Amen.

We invite and encourage you to light candles every day and spend a
moment reflecting on the scripture readings for the day or the daily
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Advent devotional.

LESSONS for the Third Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11;
Psalm 126; I Thessalonians 5: 16-24; John 1: 6-8, 19-28.
             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now
and for ever.  Amen.
 

 
The Gospel              John 1:6-8,19-28

  

There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed and did
not deny it, but confessed, "I am not the

Messiah." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said,
"I am not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." Then they said
to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?" He said, "I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" as
the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
They asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandal." This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was
baptizing.

http://http/


Good Shepherd E-News, 13 December 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=2d1c2ad8-f036-4862-a9f1-ec52116fa675[12/12/2020 10:32:30 PM]

What to look for when you find something new

Near the beginning of the 2012
Doctor Who Christmas special called
The Snowmen, we find the iconic
character from the long running BBC
television series carefully examining
new fallen snow in Victorian England
the day before Christmas. As The
Doctor examines it, he realizes there
is something so different about the
snow it must be new. In dialogue
banter typical to the series, The
Doctor asks his friend, "When you
find something brand new in the
world, something you've never seen
before, what do you look for?"
 
For comedic relief, and to make a
subtle point that some people find
new things threatening, The Doctor's friend replied, "A grenade?"
 
The Doctor does not hide his disappointment when he responds with
the answer he had been looking for, "A prophet."
 
In today's reading in John's Gospel the author of the Gospel introduces
us to the prophet John the Baptist as a way of showing his readers
God is up to something brand new in the world, something never seen
before. The purpose of a prophet is to point people to this newness, to
help familiarize them with it so they can recognize the newness when
they meet it in the world and hopefully grow to understand it.
 
We hear from John the Baptist not one Sunday but two Sundays in the
Season of Advent because Advent is the season for prophets. It's the
time to prepare for the new thing God is getting up to in the world,
and we need prophets to introduce us to and keep pointing us to the
Word Made Flesh we will celebrate at Christmas. We need prophets to
remind us the routines that we fall into, routines that can bring us
comfort, that we can take for granted may be disrupted by God at
work in the world. We need the reminder that while such disruptions
might be uncomfortable, maybe even feels like the world is ending,
such disruption might be another sign of God's presence. Prophets can
help us recognize the holy in the midst of change and help prevent us
from getting lost or confused in the uncertainty caused by disruptions
and keep us from despair.
 
We've certainly experienced a lot of disruptions due to the pandemic
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this year, and they haven't slowed down. Many in-person activities we
had hoped to see restored in December are in fact not going to be,
which means many of us will have to change how we celebrate some
of our cherished holiday traditions. In our local community the hospital
is temporarily closing operating rooms because there isn't enough staff
to provide care for the additional COVID patients and the usual
hospital patients. Government agencies are starting to advise
refraining from travel and attending gatherings. Last week we even
learned from the Diocese that Episcopal Churches in Ohio will not be
able to hold in-person Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services due
to the recent spikes in new cases of COVID-19 in our county and our
state. Which means even with the latest developments in the COVID
vaccine, we still have a way to go before this pandemic is over.
All this disruption and change brings a weariness and feeling of loss,
which is a source of grief. For some people, this might be their first
Christmas where they can't be with their family, or attend a church
service, or participate in some other cherished tradition. With all this
grief and disruption, it can be easy to be frightened, to feel things
aren't going to improve when we want, the way we want. That is why
we need prophets, especially John the Baptist. He not only points us
toward Jesus during this unprecedented time, but he also shows us
how to keep our focus on Jesus.
 
That is who John is. When asked his identity by religious leaders in
today's Gospel, I hope you noticed John couldn't answer who he is
without referring to his connection to Jesus. John the Baptist said he
was the "voice crying in the wilderness" "preparing the way" for the
one who comes after him. John shows he has not come to cause
harm, but to help people through the wilderness of disruption, to help
them recognize the need to make room in their lives for Jesus and the
healing, mercy, forgiveness, mercy, love, and salvation he brings.
 
The example of John the Baptist can also help inspire us when we
need to assume the role of prophet, of helping prepare and point
people to the love of God in Christ. I saw this happen here at Church
of the Good Shepherd this week. The newest COVID guidelines from
the Diocese tell us we need to temporarily suspend in-person worship
and ministry involving in-person gatherings through the end of the
year. One of our important ministries directly impacted by these new
guidelines is Wednesday Free Lunch. A group of dedicated volunteers
have had to make more changes to the adaptations they have already
worked hard on to ensure we still provide a free meal once a week. I
watched this group address concerns with continuing with in-person
lunch distribution. There was some sadness and frustration.
 
But there was also the reminder of what is important to us at Church
of the Good Shepherd, and that is how we embody the love of God in
Christ as best we can at all times. In other words, what matters is
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finding a way to provide food to anyone who is hungry in ways that
don't risk spreading the virus. I saw the volunteers problem solve their
way to a new idea. Instead of offering a packaged prepared meal, they
bought a small cabinet, with some modifications are able to stock the
cabinet with non-perishable food items that are healthy. This certainly
isn't Wednesday Free Lunch "the way we've always done it", but it is
doing what we can in this moment in time. It's not a permanent
change, but it is a hopeful one, which makes it a prophetic one, and
might be exactly what someone needs this week. I am grateful for the
intrepid group of volunteers who saw the way to Jesus and pointed us
all toward Jesus in this latest new change caused by the pandemic.
They are not only keeping a vital ministry going; they are also an
example of hope.
 
It's a prophetic expression of faith in an uncertain time. No matter
what other changes happen this month, this year, this Season of
Advent, I hope we are all able to recognize and be grateful for the
prophets helping us through this wilderness time and do our part to
help each other so that we can through this time together.

  

A video for Mother Deborah's sermon today was not recorded.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East. We pray for the victims of the coronavirus.
We pray for all people affected by natural and environmental disasters.
We pray also for the people who are suffering from war, especially all
asylum seekers, immigrants and refugees. We pray for Donald, our
president, and Mike, our Governor, the Supreme Court, and the
members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas and his family as he begins
retirement, we pray for the Standing Committee, John our Canon of
the Ordinary, and the search process for a new bishop, for Kenneth,
Nedi, and Wendell our assisting bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  
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Those for whom our Prayers are Requested:  Belle, Chris L., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and Kathleen, Ted
and Andrea, David Bell, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Megan Chociej,
Zelma Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Ben Foster,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Jennifer Hall, Ellsworth Holden, John Jefferson,
Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Nada Lulic, David Malawista,
Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Donald and June
Oney and family, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Flo Roach,  Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Romaine Zahane, and we pray for all who care for them.  * 

Birthdays:  Abi and Andy Morgan (12/14), Alex Buckley (12/18),
Norman Fox (12/18), Marsha Dutton (12/19)

For Those who have died:  Jane Brown

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
not a printed Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will
publish full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be
added to the prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be
reached at 740-593-5098 or [email protected].

  
Service Music

 for Sunday, December 13

Organ: *

1.   Hark the glad
sound, Paul Manz
(Hymn 71

2.  An Advent
Triptych, Charles
Callahan

1. Improvisation on
"Veni Emmanuel" (O
Come, O Come
Emmanuel)
2. Meditation on
"Winchestel New"
(On Jordan's Banks)
3. Postlude on
"Truro" (Lift up Your

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a3c4d1c2cbc2cececcd4c6d1dae3c2cccf8dc0ccce
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HarkGladSound71(13dec2020)PManz.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HarkGladSound71(13dec2020)PManz.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AnAdventTriptych(13dec2020)CCallahan.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/AnAdventTriptych(13dec2020)CCallahan.mp3
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Heads)

3.  Carol and Gigue on
"People Look East"

Choral music and Hymns for listening: *

Good shepherd choir:  (Advent 2019):  This is the Record of John

Good shepherd choir:  (Advent 2017):  Hark I Hear the Harps
Resounding

* Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE-
LICENSE. License #A-708852.  All rights reserved.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live streams via Vemio its services
Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be watched later
without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19. The diocese maintains a list of
Episcopal churches around Southern Ohio that are streaming services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/CarolGiguePeopleLookEast(13dec2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ThisRecordJohn(Advent2019).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HarkHearHarpsResounding(Advent2017).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/HarkHearHarpsResounding(Advent2017).mp3
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
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Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are, like
ours, temporarily closed, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Enter A New Year
          For the Church, Advent is the beginning of a new year for the
Church calendar. This is the time our lectionary changes both for
Sunday readings and the Daily Office. We are now in Year B for the
Sunday Lectionary and Year 1 for the Daily office.

         Inside the church building we have changed the color from
green to purple. Purple is the color for reflection, repentance, and
waiting. Advent is the four week season we focus on how we are
waiting for Christ to fulfill his promise to return and fully restore this
world to God's original intention. This theme is reflected in the
readings, prayers, and practices of the season like the lighting of
candle on the Advent Wreath and daily devotional readings.

          It is an unusual Advent in a time when many of our rituals and
traditions must be changed and adapted to protect our health and the
well being of our neighbors. Despite the differences, we can still find
ways to observe the season at home. We hope you read a daily
Advent devotional, make or purchase an Advent Wreath, or find other
ways to connect with the spirit of the Season.

https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Sharing your Advent Activities

To help us all feel more connected during the Season of Advent,
please send a picture of you and/or family's Advent practices to Ted
Foster at [email protected].  We will feature these pictures in the
weekly Sunday church emails.  Whether it's lighting candles on an
Advent, opening windows on an Advent calendar, reading reflections
from Advent devotionals, putting up seasonal decorations, or whatever
your practice is, it might help all of us learn more about the season
and inspire us to observe this time in the Church Year.

Share Your Home Crèche Scenes

Since we cannot gather together around the parish crèche, we invite
you to email pictures of the crèche sets you might have at home to
Ted Foster.  Ted will compile them in the Christmas email as a symbol
of how Jesus is still incarnate with us wherever we are, even when we
can't celebrate his Birth in person.

Some folks have already submitted Crèche pictures and these will be

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#0c6a637f78697e227864696368637e694c6b616d6560226f6361
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shown (or re-shown) in the Christmas email.

   
Poinsettias for loved ones and thanksgivings

Since we won't be having in-person services for
Christmas, Mother Deborah was wondering about
offering a way for people to still "donate
poinsettias" for loved ones and thanksgivings. 
Instead of real flowers/plants, you are invited to
provide names and thanksgivings and we will list
these in the Christmas email along with virtual
plants pictured for each name/thanksgiving.  Send
these to either Mother Deborah or Ted Foster.
 
They will most likely be organized into two groupings.

These poinsettias are given to the glory of
God and in Loving Memory of ....

These poinsettias are given to the glory of
God and in Thanksgiving for ....

 

* * *  S T A R   W A R S  * * * 
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Working with this calendar one of Michael Leulloff's Advent activities
which requires modest dexterity.  It's a count down to Christmas type
of Advent Calendar, where you open a panel/door/window every day. 
Behind each numbered door is a LEGO toy to be assembled.  The
LEGO toys are all from Star Wars movies and represent characters,
space ships, or robots.
 

Growing the Windbreak
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One of Ted Foster's Advent rituals is making a trip out to Whites Mill
and picking out a live Christmas tree to add to the windbreak
sheltering the house from cold northwest winds.  This little fellow was
planted last week just before the snow and will be fenced to protect it
from the deer.  The larger trees are earlier Christmas trees.
 

Follow this link provided for the DSO 
updated guidelines for Public Worship. 

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Updated-Guidelines-for-Public-Worship-Dec-2020.pdf
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#eb998e9d8f8e899c848487988e92ab8c868a8287c5888486
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#284c5a494a4d4249181a685149404747064b4745
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#3a585b48585b485b7a5952555d491455485d
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#395a51565e4a795a51565e4a17564b5e
http://www.chogs.org/
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