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Good Shepherd E-News
(9 August 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

LESSONS for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 37: 1-4,
12-28; Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b; Romans 10: 5-15; Matthew 14:
22-33.    http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those
things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by
you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
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Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.   Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *     Alex T., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan
Gault, Martha Hansgen, Hailey Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and
Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and James Sweeney, Laura Unger,
Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane,
Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary:  Megan and Tyler Shannon (8/10), Ilona and Taylor
Bond (8/14)

Birthdays:  Jean Fieler (8/10), Jeff Maiden (8/11), Brian Coleman
(8/15)

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton, and for the people of Beirut, Lebanon.
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* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he
went up the mountain by himself to pray. When
evening came, he was there alone, but by this time
the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. And early in
the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the
sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!"
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus
spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not
be afraid."

Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command
me to come to you on the water." He said,

"Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save
me!" Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying
to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" When they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
"Truly you are the Son of God."

   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#345346555c5559595b4351464d74555b581a575b59
https://youtu.be/eMPVebzj1BI
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A Boat in a Storm             
             Three years ago, a miracle
happened on the television show
Britain's Got Talent when fifteen-year-
old Kyle Tomlinson took the stage for
his audition.  For those of you who are
not familiar with the show, it is similar
to television programs like Star Search
or America's Got Talent where people
perform for audiences and a panel of
professional judges who judge whether
or not the performer has talent.
Sometimes the judges can be snarky or
downright cruel, which is part of the
reason why some people watch
programs like this.  But sometimes,
they can be something like a miracle.

            That is what happened when
Kyle Tomlinson stood before the judges and told them he had
been there before when he was twelve. Apparently, his
performance that time had not been very good and one of the
judges told him to get a voice teacher, but the judge didn't do it
in an encouraging way. In fact, the judge had sounded mean at
the time. That same judge was there the day of Kyle's audition
and the audience and other judges let him know they didn't
think that was okay. The other judges, including the infamous
Simon Cowell, told Kyle they were there to be supportive and to
go ahead when he was ready. 

            After a dramatic pause, Kyle launched into a passionate
performance of Leonard Cohen's song Halleluiah. It was so heart
felt, you could see tears in the eyes of the judges and the
audience who applauded the young singer. But that wasn't what
made this moment in time a miracle. The audience didn't just
applaud, they were somehow with Kyle; they visibly and audibly
responded when he changed key or tempo. The way they paid
attention lifted him up and when he finished singing not only did
he receive a standing ovation, there were tears in his own eyes.

            After the song, the judges told Kyle how wonderful he
was, and how courageous he was to return after being told he
wasn't good enough, after working hard, and proved the person
who had misjudged him wrong. That is when the judge that had
been mean to Kyle a few years ago must have been swept up in
the love that was palpable in that room and pushed the button
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that meant Kyle was coming back as a contestant. And there
were fresh tears of happiness all around.

            When I first watched this clip from Britain's Got Talent
on You Tube, I found tears streaming down my face I was so
deeply moved. It wasn't the song that moved me. It was not the
performance of the singer. It was the people who were paying
such rapt attention to a brave young man who was humble and
honest, and it was how everyone found a way to be present with
him while he literally sang his heart out. He wasn't standing
alone on a stage performing. Instead it felt more liturgical, more
communal to me. Somehow in the sharing of his story, Kyle had
created a community that was with him, that wouldn't let him
fail. In a time when I see so much criticism, so much vitriol, so
much cynicism, so much anger, so much cruelty, this video was
the reminder I needed that sometimes we human beings aren't
cruel. Sometimes, every now and again, we can be the Beloved
Community God intended us to be. When that happens, it is so
deeply beautiful, so deeply moving, so deeply connecting, it can
feel like a miracle, like the time Jesus walked on water in the
middle of a storm.

            Today's Gospel is one of those well-known miracle
stories of Jesus. Most sermons on this text usually focus on
Jesus and Peter walking on the water. That's not a surprise
because that is where so much of the energy and powerful
emotions are. But today maybe it would be a good idea to
remember the other people in the story: those eleven other
disciples in the boat.

            At the beginning of today's Gospel, we read that Jesus
made the disciples get into a boat without him while he went off
by himself to pray. Evidently, he would catch up with them later.
While the disciples were crossing a lake, a storm started that
apparently was severe enough to wear out even the seasoned
fishermen in the group.

            Then, early in the morning, after hours and hours of
being battered by the waves of the storm, the disciples saw
something in the distance. We know it was Jesus walking on the
water, but they didn't. Today's Gospel said they didn't recognize
him. Maybe they were too exhausted, or maybe it never
occurred to them someone would be out in such weather, let
alone walking on the stormy water without a boat. Either way,
it's important to note they didn't recognize Jesus until he called
to them not to be afraid.

            We aren't told how all the disciples responded to this
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message. We are told Peter responded by asking Jesus if it was
him to call him to join him on the water.

            Quite often Peter is given a lot of criticism for asking to
join Jesus on the waves. Some scholars and commentators say
Peter was too enthusiastic, too eager to rise above himself, and
should have let Jesus be Jesus and stayed in the boat. But I
disagree with them. If it had been wrong for Peter to walk on
water, I am sure Jesus would have told him so. Instead, Jesus
called to Peter to walk on water with him and in so doing I
believe showed something important to those disciples in the
boat.

            While I do agree that there is only one Jesus, and none
of us is him, I also feel Jesus wasn't trying to show off that he
was lord over all creation when he went walking on the water in
the Gospel. Instead, I believe he was showing his disciples when
they felt afraid and far away from him, he came to be near them
in the very thing they were afraid of: the storm. I am not saying
Jesus sent the storm, but that is where he chose to be. That's
something for us to consider when those life storms like
pandemics and racism rear their ugly heads and we feel battered
by the waves. Perhaps in the tension of those life storms is
where Jesus is, calling to us not to be afraid.

            When Jesus called Peter to come to him on the water,
Peter took Jesus up on his calling, just like he did when Jesus
first called Peter to follow him. He didn't flinch, he just let go of
the boat and found himself walking on the water with Jesus. And
maybe it felt like a miracle to Peter; maybe it was exhilarating
and empowering and maybe he felt like he was with Jesus, like
he wasn't alone.

            Of course, it didn't last long. The gospel says when he
noticed the waves he started sinking and called on Jesus to help
him, and of course Jesus did. Plenty of folks make sermons
about Jesus' question of doubt and faith before Peter and Jesus
joined the disciples in the boat. But I want us to look again at
those disciples who had been watching Peter's walk on the water
with Jesus.

            What I find interesting is what isn't written in this Gospel
story. Because scholars and commentators like to talk about the
disciples who did not get out of the boat. Some accuse them of
being afraid, unfaithful, or lazy. Others say they were smart to
stay put. Some scholars point out the boat was a symbol for the
early church and this story represents the early church suffering
from the abuses of the world without Jesus in their midst. Which
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gives us even more reason to pay attention when Peter and
Jesus got into the boat with those disciples, because it tells us
how to be church.

            The disciples didn't attack Peter with criticism, cynicism,
or cruel comments. They didn't call him names or start lecturing
him on what he should have done. Neither did they lift him up as
a hero or exemplary disciple. Interestingly, they didn't
acknowledge Peter at all. Instead, the focus of the disciples was
Jesus. And they didn't pester Jesus with questions or ask to walk
on water themselves. Instead, they did something religious:
they worshipped him. Maybe Peter's walk on the water with
Jesus wasn't something they watched dispassionately. Maybe it
was something they were part of by paying attention and being
there to welcome Peter back into the boat after Jesus pulled him
out of the stormy water. Maybe they were as uplifting and
supportive of Peter as the audience that watched Kyle sing on
Britain's Got Talent. That is why they knew they had been part
of a miracle, all of them together. This miracle was not Jesus'
command over nature, it was how Jesus in the storm and Peter's
willingness to go into the storm where Jesus was drew them
closer as community. Their response to being part of a miracle
was to worship the one at its center: Jesus.

            There are many, many ways to interpret the miracle of
Jesus walking on the water. Perhaps the best one for us today is
the one that lets us look to the people in boat who show us what
it means to be the church in the world when the church is at its
best. Sometimes there will be storms that will make us feel
exhausted. At those times it can be easy to think Jesus has
abandoned us or is not with us and to fear the worst. But when
we look into the storm itself, whether that storm is a global
pandemic, racism, poverty, or injustice, we might recognize
Jesus in the midst of it. We might not all feel called to go into
the storm, but those of us who do, those who are more
proactive in issues on social justice, or those who are making
sandwiches for Wednesday Lunch, or trying new kinds of
ministry, are folks we as a church can pay attention to, be
present with, and support. Maybe they will help us grow closer
to God and each other, even if they sink and need us to help
them regroup. Perhaps that is also part of being the church at its
best: letting those who are called to go into the storms help us
see Jesus and when we support and love each other, like the
audience supported a young singer on a TV show, the Beloved
Community of God's Love becomes present. That's the kind of
miracle that can help us find peace in any storm and reminds us
of who we worship: Jesus.
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Here is video of Kyle Tomlinson Golden Buzzer 15-Year-Old
Sings"Hallelujah" Britain's Got Talent 2017 Audition.

Service Music for Sunday, August 9

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)
1.  Variations on "St.
Anne" (Hymn 680) Franklin
Ashdown

2.  Variations on "How firm a
foundation" (Hymn 636) Janet
Linker

    Hymn
      Pastorale
        Chorale
          Duo
            Allegro
              Reverie
                Finale

Hymns for listening
1.   680    O God our help in ages past

2.   637    How firm a foundation

3.   608    Eternal father strong to save

Please note the relationship to the Gospel lesson for today.

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6X-RJu_3gu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6X-RJu_3gu8
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsOnStAnne(9aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsOnStAnne(9aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsOnHowFirmFoundation(9aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VariationsOnHowFirmFoundation(9aug2020).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsHIwXTjAOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JdIrdKPfHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYarjqfQ6kM
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https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

This is the first sunflower in our garden that has overcome the
ravages of hungry aphids and storms to survive to 'flowerhood'.

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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These "Naked Lady" or  "Resurrection" Lilies (Amaryllis
Belladonna) (one of several batches) were planted in 1964 by
previous occupants of our house and have faithfully appeared
every summer without any care at all.
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#60120516040502170f0f0c13051920070d01090c4e030f0d
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#492d3b282b2c2328797b093028212626672a2624
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
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Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#60020112020112012003080f07134e0f1207
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#8cefe4e3ebffccefe4e3ebffa2e3feeb
http://www.chogs.org/
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