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Good Shepherd E-News
(30 August 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  
NOTE:  The Church Office is closed this Monday (31st).

LESSONS for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 3: 1-
15; Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45c; Romans 12: 9-21; Matthew 16: 21-
28.          http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://http/
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Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion;
nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.   Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *     Alex T., Belle,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Scott Kemball-Cook, John Knouse, Hailey
Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya
Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda
Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison,
Laura Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily
Washburn, Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams,
Michael Wootton, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all
who care for them.

Birthdays:   Richard Dean (8/31), Lyn Butrick (9/3)

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
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prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 16:21-28

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you." But he turned and said to Peter,
"Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things." 

Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those

who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give
in return for their life?

 "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly
I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

Our Place              
Jesus began to show his disciples
that he must go to Jerusalem and

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#c5a2b7a4ada4a8a8aab2a0b7bc85a4aaa9eba6aaa8
https://youtu.be/WinpqoXh9QUt
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undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to
you." But he turned and said to
Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You
are a stumbling block to me; for
you are setting your mind not on
divine things, but on human
things. Then Jesus told his
disciples, "If any want to be
become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?    Matthew
16:21-26

            Although she is probably best known as the author of
the Lord Peter Wimsey and Harriet Vane mystery series, Dorothy
Sayers contributed much more to the world. She was a
playwright, translator whose translation of Dante's Divine
Comedy is considered one of the best, and a theologian who
hung out with C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien as a member of the
Inklings. Dorothy Sayers wasn't only an academic, she was a
regular church goer and staunch advocate for the ordination of
women to the priesthood.

            Biographers have summed up her faith and body of work
by describing them as incarnational. Dorothy Sayers took very
seriously what most of us don't think about much except during
Christmas: how incarnational the sacraments and scriptures are.
Incarnational meaning in-flesh, physical reality, to embody. To
her, this certainly applied to Jesus who is the Word of God made
flesh, not that she downplayed his divinity. And it applied to the
whole world, which God had made, and redeemed through Jesus'
life, death, and resurrection.

            One way her understanding of incarnation manifested
itself was in how she viewed the Gospels. To many scholars, the
Gospels are a series of stories meant to point us to the truth of
who Jesus is. And Dorothy Sayers would not argue this, but to
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her they were more than stories, the Gospels were what we
have left from the life experiences of real people in real places
during a very real time. This is important for us who are just as
real as the people in the Gospels when we consider today's
Gospel lesson where Jesus had some harsh words for his disciple
Peter.

            There are lots of sermons that like to go after Peter, to
pick him apart, shame him for his failures: his failure to listen to
what Jesus had just said, his failure to understand (which
somehow could insinuate that we who are reading these words
today are so much smarter than he was then). Although it has
become quite popular to go after and rip apart people we
disagree with on social media, this is not one of those
opportunities. Peter's rebuke is not a chance for us to distance
ourselves from today's Gospel by making ourselves feel superior.
Instead, as Dorothy Sayers's theology reminds us, it is an
opportunity to remember Peter was a real person who might
embody our experience of faith which makes Peter our link to
this Gospel lesson.

            So, instead of condemning or criticizing him, let's take a
closer look at what is incarnate in this scripture and what Peter
is drawing us into. Today's Gospel lesson began with the
pronouncement that Jesus started something new with his
disciples. He began to show them where all his miracles and
parables were headed: to Jerusalem where he will suffer, die,
and rise again. Peter, and perhaps the other disciples, were not
ready for this new teaching of Jesus. Peter had other things in
mind for the messiah that were not necessarily as secular as we
might assume. Remember, plenty of religious scholars predicted
the messiah would be a military leader who would lead a bloody
war that would restore Israel to power. Jesus' teaching about
suffering, death, and resurrection didn't jive with this vision of
the messiah, or even how some interpreted God's power.

            That might be why Peter rebuked him. It is a common
rebuke. In my years as a church member and as a priest I
experience this kind of rebuke often. It usually comes in the
form of some "church expert" or "consultant" trying to sell a
parish a program guaranteed to increase membership,
attendance, and income, all the things that supposedly make a
successful church. Or it might come in the form of a well-
meaning person criticizing the music, liturgy, or sermons by
saying we need to change those things to "attract more people".
Behind such suggestions is the underlying desire to be successful
in a way that makes church members and leaders feel
comfortable and stable. And if we are honest, we have all had
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such inclinations from time to time.

            This is not so different from what Peter was saying. But
as human as these inclinations are, they are not the same as
God's vision for the church or humanity. They are not what
Jesus embodies; they might be the stuff of financial security, but
they aren't the embodied love of God on earth, which is
ultimately what the church is supposed to be. Power and money
and big numbers are far more fragile and precarious than we are
comfortable admitting. And if we build our world around them,
we might not survive when times get hard, economies crash,
jobs are lost, health is compromised, loved ones are lost, when
we are in the midst of a global pandemic.

            Jesus' rebuke to Peter is a reminder to us all when we
forget to follow the Way of Love, the way of Christ, and find
ourselves tempted by the same temptations Jesus once faced in
the wilderness: to make and hoard food or some other resource
for ourselves instead of sharing, to strive for power and prestige
instead of using our privilege to heal divisions in our families,
community, and world, to choose violence over peace, to be the
biggest and most entertaining instead of being obedient to God.
In today's Gospel Jesus says such behavior is putting our
thoughts before those of God, and while a human thing to do, is
a stumbling block to living into the true purpose of the church.

            Which means when Jesus said to Peter, "Get behind me,
Satan," he wasn't being cruel, he was reminding Peter and he
was reminding all of us who follow him, where we belong. We
belong behind Jesus, letting him - not consultants or the
opinionated -- lead us. It is only from this place we will learn to
trust that Jesus, the Good Shepherd we believe him to be, will
lead us safely through dangerous or difficult times to green
pastures, refreshing waters, and tables set with banquets the
psalmist writes about in the 23rd Psalm. It is the way we will
learn to listen and recognize his voice above the many others
competing for our attention. It is the way we will learn to
recognize resurrection life incarnate/present/embodied in the
world we inhabit today.

            The Jesus we follow is the Jesus who lived, who suffered,
who died, and who was raised from the dead. When Peter
rebuked Jesus, he wasn't saying he didn't want Jesus to suffer.
He was rejecting the resurrection. That is what makes his
remarks so serious and is why Jesus spoke so harshly. Jesus was
beginning to prepare his disciples to follow him as the risen
Christ, which would be different from following his earthly
ministry.



Good Shepherd E-News, 30 August 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=86d88b85-c1f6-4e38-9469-ef5a165cf1b5[8/29/2020 11:20:45 PM]

            Remember when Mary Magdalene encountered the Risen
Jesus outside the tomb, and he told her not to hold onto him?
That is another lesson in following the Risen Jesus. Resurrection
life isn't the kind of life that can be held onto, controlled, or
kept. It is much too lively. It can only be followed.

            That is what Jesus is getting at when he says those who
want to follow him must deny themselves, take up their cross,
and follow him. None of us likes to hear the part about denying
ourselves. Jesus doesn't mean denying ourselves chocolate or
watching a movie; he is talking about letting go of valuing high
numbers over meaningful engagement, or desiring power over
community instead of creating a community of love and equality,
or thinking our preferences are better than anyone else's, and
letting go of the desire hoard instead of practice generosity,
letting go of the desire for revenge and violence instead of
forgiving, and letting go of the desire to control instead of
depending on God. Following the risen Christ means following
the way of God's love and life. Sometimes that will mean
experiencing suffering, especially discomfort. Again, Jesus isn't
talking about abuse or staying in abusive situations, like this
text has unfortunately been interpreted in the past. Following
Jesus means accepting the liberating resurrection life he gives so
we can remove ourselves from harmful relationships and
circumstances.

            Another temptation we often face is the temptation to
see today's Gospel as a disembodied story from the past that
has no affect on our lives today. But following the Risen Christ is
actually, as Dorothy Sayers believed, incarnational, real in every
way, and can be manifested in what we say and what we do.

            We find ourselves living in extraordinary times, and
when we reflect on what it looks like today to deny ourselves
and take up our cross and follow Jesus we could say it looks like
wearing a face mask whenever we are in public, even when we
feel hot or uncomfortable. It looks like staying six feet away
from people. It means worshipping outside instead of inside our
building right now. It looks like any of the ways we are being
asked to consider the well-being of people we aren't even
connected with over our own personal comfort. It means taking
time to learn about the covid-19 virus and the ways the rules
and mandates we are being asked to follow actually can help
give scientists the time they need to develop and distribute
vaccines while slowing the spread of the virus. It can even look
like supporting the changes being made to slow the spread of
the virus instead of complaining about them.
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            In this moment in time, resurrection life isn't necessarily
manifested only in science, it is embodied in the love we are
showing for each other, by being willing to make so many
changes for one another, by being compassionate and forgiving,
and learning to be incarnate, to be present with each other in
new ways.

            I know these are not easy times to live in. I know many
of us long for a return to the way things were. But one of the
things I have learned about resurrection life is, if you follow it,
resurrection life will lead you into newness of life that is closer to
God and each other. These days won't last forever. But we can
get lost in them if we don't deny ourselves, pick up our cross
and follow our Good Shepherd, who leads us even through this
pandemic to still waters of refreshment and resurrection life.

Service Music for Sunday, August 30

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)

1. Chorale Prelude on
"Leoni" (Hymn 401 The God of
Abraham praise) Gerald Near

2. Contemplation on
"Wondrous Love" (Hymn 439
What wondrous love is this  
Rebecca Groom te Velde

3. Voluntary in D attributed to
G. F. Handel - organ and solo

Hymns for listening
401   The God of Abraham praise  - organ and solo

675   Take up your cross - from oxford book of easy flexible
anthems.  This is a choral setting of hymn 675.
The text was written by 19 year old Charles Everest who later
became a rector in Connecticut. The tune is a sturdy

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeOnLeoni(30aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeOnLeoni(30aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ContemplationOnWondrousLove(30aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ContemplationOnWondrousLove(30aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/VoluntaryInDmajor(30aug2020)Handel.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdHsYP18fl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eCe5smMobsw
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American folk melody.

513    Like the murmur of the dove's song  - The text of
this hymn was actually inspired by the tune.  The committee
charged with preparation of Hymnal 1982 was so taken with
the tune that it asked Carl Daw to write a text for the tune. 
The result is a beautiful poem on aspects of the Holy Spirit
with each verse culminating with the phrase  "Come Holy
Spirit, come".  The tune was written by Peter Cutts of
England.

Start of the Academic Year Fall 2020 
Prayer and Blessing

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities
especially the Athens Public Schools and Ohio University as they
embark on a new year.  Through remote and distant learning, let
them find new ways to be lively centers for sound learning, new
discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom.  We pray for strong and
reliable internet that provides the means for people from all
walks of life to connect and engage with each other in the
discipline of learning while keeping students, teachers, and
communities safe.  Grant those who teach the patience,
creativity, energy, and adaptability to meet the days, weeks and
months ahead in whatever kind of environment they are in. 
Guide those in administration and those who make decisions
about the best ways to engage in learning while keeping their
school and community safe the wisdom, courage and strength
they need to make difficult decisions that will impact the lives
and livelihood of so many people.  Give students of all ages the
patience to persevere through this semester, to adapt to the
changes they will face, discover the unique opportunity this time
presents, and let this year form them into stronger, kinder,
wiser persons.  Help parents who will be challenged to fill
multiple roles find ways to balance the demands of school and
family and still find in You what they need to thrive.  Be with our
community as we try to find ways to support families, students,
teachers, professors, staff, and all those who are learning and
teaching this year.  Inspire in us ways to encourage, affirm, and
support the hard work this year will bring; and may all who learn
and all who teach find you to be the source of all truth in all
times; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOZMzkzCs0E
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At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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