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Good Shepherd E-News
(23 August 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

LESSONS for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Exodus 1:8-
2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12: 1-8; Matthew 16: 13-20.         
   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in
unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all
peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord,

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://http/
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who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.   Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 
We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *    Alex T., Belle,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen, John Knouse, Hailey Luelloff,
David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe,
Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Laura Unger,
Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Michael Wootton,
Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary:   Allyn and Marsha Reilly (8/24), Tom and Anne Walker
(8/28)

Birthdays:   Thaddeus Semsel (8/27), Sarah Parker (8/28), Earl
Stump (8/29), Nancy Covington (8/30)

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton.
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* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 16:13-20

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say
John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them,
"But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter
answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

The Church's Keys             
"Jesus said, 'I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#a6c1d4c7cec7cbcbc9d1c3d4dfe6c7c9ca88c5c9cb
https://youtu.be/cgn-JA2Ge9A
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bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.'"  Matthew 16:19

          One of the most solemn and
important moments for me every time I
begin serving a parish happens without
ceremony.  Usually there are not many
people present, maybe just me and one
other person.  Nevertheless, it is one of
the most significant moments in my
ministry.  It is the moment I am given,
and I receive the keys to the church
building.  

            The Rector's set of keys includes all the keys to all the
doors of all the places in the building from the sacristy to the
office to the furnace room to every broom closet. It includes
access to doors very few people can open. These keys represent
the rector's authority and responsibility. It is assumed with the
giving and receiving of the keys to the building the rector is
accepting the responsibility to oversee not just a building but the
community connected to the building and the rector will treat
this honor with respect and compassion as well as keeping a
heart open for God's will. It is a moment that always makes me
catch my breath.

            It is a lot like the moment you might have received the
keys to your first house or apartment. Or when you received the
keys to your office at work. Or perhaps it was when you received
the keys to your first car, and you realized now you had both
the independence the car provides and the responsibility to care
for the car. Whatever the keys give you access to, the moment
you receive them is a powerful and transformational one.

            This is the same powerful moment we read in today's
Gospel where Jesus promised to give the keys of the kingdom of
heaven to Peter and his disciples. But what was Jesus really
talking about when he promised the keys of the kingdom of
heaven?  Surely, he didn't whip out small pieces of metal shaped
to fit into locks and jangled them about?

            Keys are tools we use to access entry points like doors
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or gates. But Jesus didn't promise the disciples keys to the
kingdom of heaven, he promised to give them the keys of the
kingdom of heaven. Which means obviously Jesus wasn't
referencing metal keys that open locks. The keys of the kingdom
are made of something far more valuable and lasting and they
don't open doors, they open the way for freedom.

            To figure out what those keys consist of, we have to go
back to the beginning of today's Gospel when Jesus gave what
sounds like a pop quiz to his disciples asking them who people
say he is and who they say he is. Commentators and historians
like to remind us the geographical area Jesus and his disciples
was passing through is important if we are to understand the
context of Jesus' questions and the disciples' answers. We read
in today's Gospel the area was called Caesarea Philippi. This was
a diverse region with people who practiced different religions.
Historians believe as Jesus and his disciples walked along, they
would have seen the statues of pagan gods on the hillsides and
it is in their shadows that Jesus asked who people believed him
to be and who the disciples believed him to be.

            The answer to those questions is that the people saw in
Jesus prophetic figures of the past, not unlike the statues above
them. But Peter, who in this section of Matthew's Gospel
scholars tell us is acting as the spokesperson for all the
disciples, said they had been paying attention to the miraculous
healings and feedings of Jesus and listened to his teachings and
therefore believed him to be the Messiah, God's anointed, the
one who will restore Israel and humanity to right relationship
with God. As they stood in the shadow of pagan gods, they
recognized they were with someone who is more real and more
powerful and who has already given more than what the statues
represented.

            Jesus seemed delighted by their answer, commending
Peter not for his intelligence or powers of observation but for
being able to pay to attention to God, who is the one who gave
him the ability to recognize who Jesus is. And it is that ability, to
discern God's will that makes the foundation for Jesus' to build
his church upon.

            The word church is used sparingly in the New Testament.
In Matthew's Gospel it is used only twice, and it doesn't mean a
beautiful brick building with lovely windows, an altar, candles,
organ, and rows of pews. One meaning of the word church is
"local assembly"; another is "called out." In Matthew's Gospel
this moment of confession of faith isn't about the revelation of
who Jesus is, it is about the new community Jesus is forming.
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This community is made of people from all walks of life who are
willing to follow him, believe in his unique relationship to God,
and who are willing to live into Jesus' mission to show people
the of love of God on earth, to do the work with God of restoring
the world to God's original intention for it, a world without
hunger, injustice, and inequality.

            It is to this community, one called the church, not just
to Peter himself, as is sometimes commonly misunderstood, that
Jesus gives those precious keys of the kingdom of heaven. The
purpose of those keys, we read in today's Gospel is to bind and
loose. In other words, those keys can give the freedom from sin
that Jesus came to bring to the world. When we to look to Jesus
as our salvation from sin, the liberator from sin, we believe this
happens through his death and resurrection, and one of the most
powerful aspects of resurrection life is forgiveness.

            Remember forgiveness is what Jesus embodied when he
died on the cross, as he prayed God to forgive those who were
killing him. Forgiveness is what he embodied after his
resurrection when he greeted his disciples in peace instead of
anger or disappointment for their lack of faith during his trial,
crucifixion, and death. There is even a time in the Gospels where
the thing that upset the pharisees more than his teachings or
miraculous healings is when Jesus forgave someone.

            Forgiveness is powerful. It is a liberating force. People
like Nelson Mandela, former Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Dalai
Lama, and our Presiding Bishop the Most Rev. Michael Curry all
have written about their experiences with forgiveness on
individual and community levels and how they have seen people
and communities transform before their eyes. All of them write
that if there is to be hope for a peaceful world, a world of
equality and justice, then it must start with forgiveness. Only
forgiveness can liberate us from our past and set us free from
repeating unhealthy and damaging cycles of violence. They
remind us that forgiveness does not mean forgetting, as far too
often well-meaning folks think. Forgiveness does not mean
allowing ourselves to continue to be hurt by people or systems.
Forgiveness does not forget the act that caused the harm.
Instead, forgiveness frees us so we can learn from the harm,
heal, change, and make a new and better way.

            This is a key Jesus gives to the church; to forgive as we
have been forgiven, as we pray in the Lord's Prayer. Forgiveness
is a powerful expression of the love of God through Christ. It
doesn't open physical doors but does open the doors of our
hearts so that we, who are the church can forgive. There is both
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power and responsibility represented in this key.

            Lord knows this is no easy key to use. People can be
difficult and complicated, and systems can be unjust and
uncaring. Diversity sounds grand until disagreements arise. Yet
that is another key Jesus gave the church: community. As
Bishop of Western North Carolina, the Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor has
written, "We come together to experience again Christ's love in
community... and discover Jesus as the in-between connecting
us to one another." To Bishop Taylor, "churches are places
where people learn to love." And as we clumsily learn to love, by
practicing forgiveness, working through differences to work
toward our mission, we can learn to see the value in such hard
work, because forgiveness is the stuff of resurrection of life, the
stuff of God's kingdom here on earth.

In today's Gospel we get a chance to see what the author of
Matthew's Gospel envisioned as the purpose of the church: to
free or loose people from sin. The work of the church, before we
feed the hungry, or provide spiritual inspiration or comfort, or
work for social justice, - although those are all very good and
right things to do and most definitely part of our mission - but
before we do that work, we are to do the work of liberation, of
freeing people so we can live together in a community that
listens to God and works to bring God's kingdom here on earth
where no one is hungry, loneliness is a memory, where we share
out of a sense of abundance and gratitude instead of hoard out
of a sense of fear and greed, where all people are free no matter
their age, gender, skin color, political affiliation, sexual identity
or socio economic status to live into the love of God. Believe it
or not these things can happen. It begins with learning to love
one another and forgive each other.

As we head into an election year in the middle of a global
pandemic with millions of people struggling with job insecurity
and fears about the future, perhaps it's also a good time to
remember the keys that were given not just to Peter and the
disciples so long ago, but are given to all of us at our baptism:
the keys of the kingdom of heaven. They won't do much good
gathering lint in the bottom of a pocket or purse or gathering
dust hanging on a forgotten hook. Perhaps now is the best time
to remember them, and get them out, and practice loving each
other and forgiving one another. Perhaps doing this will begin
the needed work of healing so many divisions, bringing us all
closer to one another and to God, through Christ, the giver of
keys and salvation, who is even now, in our midst.
 



Good Shepherd E-News, 23 August 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=b9fe5889-d54e-4b43-b105-888d6cc06d3f[8/25/2020 9:01:02 PM]

Service Music for Sunday, August 23

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)

1.  Prelude on "Ubi caritas"
(Where true love and charity
dwell) Hymn 606
James Biery

2.  Prelude on "Land of Rest"
(I come with joy to meet my
Lord ) Hymn 304
Wilbur Held

3.  Prelude on "Abbot's Leigh" David Lasky

Hymns for listening
304  I come with joy to meet my Lord  (Land of rest)

606  Where true love and charity dwell, God is always
there  (Ubi caritas)

I have suggested two wonderful recordings so you can
hear the original chant tune for the text of hymn 606
and the Taize version which we frequently sing on
Maundy Thursday. Although we usually sing this chant with
Choral Scholars doing verses while everyone else sings the
chant this recording is a beautiful example of ways to use
other instruments.

523  Glorious things of Thee are spoken (Abbot's Leigh)

Start of the Academic Year Fall 2020 
Prayer and Blessing

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities
especially the Athens Public Schools and Ohio University as they
embark on a new year.  Through remote and distant learning, let
them find new ways to be lively centers for sound learning, new

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeUbeCaritas(23aug2020)Biery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeUbeCaritas(23aug2020)Biery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeUbeCaritas(23aug2020)Biery.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeLandOfRest(23aug2020)Held.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeLandOfRest(23aug2020)Held.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeLandOfRest(23aug2020)Held.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeOnAbbotsLeigh(23aug2020)Lasky.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aD7FQT5VGJ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk9jKJR1xLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mk9jKJR1xLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2o27qpvfUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G2o27qpvfUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDF6aEpciVY
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discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom.  We pray for strong and
reliable internet that provides the means for people from all
walks of life to connect and engage with each other in the
discipline of learning while keeping students, teachers, and
communities safe.  Grant those who teach the patience,
creativity, energy, and adaptability to meet the days, weeks and
months ahead in whatever kind of environment they are in. 
Guide those in administration and those who make decisions
about the best ways to engage in learning while keeping their
school and community safe the wisdom, courage and strength
they need to make difficult decisions that will impact the lives
and livelihood of so many people.  Give students of all ages the
patience to persevere through this semester, to adapt to the
changes they will face, discover the unique opportunity this time
presents, and let this year form them into stronger, kinder,
wiser persons.  Help parents who will be challenged to fill
multiple roles find ways to balance the demands of school and
family and still find in You what they need to thrive.  Be with our
community as we try to find ways to support families, students,
teachers, professors, staff, and all those who are learning and
teaching this year.  Inspire in us ways to encourage, affirm, and
support the hard work this year will bring; and may all who learn
and all who teach find you to be the source of all truth in all
times; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
 

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#60120516040502170f0f0c13051920070d01090c4e030f0d
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#2b4f594a494e414a1b196b524a43444405484446
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#335152415152415273505b5c54401d5c4154
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The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#6c0f04030b1f2c0f04030b1f42031e0b
http://www.chogs.org/
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