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Good Shepherd E-News
(2 August 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

LESSONS for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 32: 22-
31; Psalm 17: 1-7, 16; Romans 9: 1-5; Matthew 14: 13-21. 
   http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church;
and, because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect
and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord,

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://http/
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who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.  Amen.
 
   

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

The Word of the Day            
"Jesus withdrew in a boat to a
deserted place by himself.  But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him
on foot from the towns.  When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd
and had compassion for them and
cured their sick." 
Matthew 14:13-14 

       I remember watching several
instructional television programs for
children when I was a child that featured
a word of the day. While I don't
remember the names of the programs, I
do remember the way they wove the
word for the day through the entire
program. Not only were there cool
sounds every time someone on the program said the word for
the day, there were examples given for the definition and
spelling of the word, how to correctly use it in a sentence, and
what the word looks like in real life. Such an integrated approach
made it possible to learn more than just how to spell a word and
use it in a sentence; it made it possible to learn how to make
the word for the day part of my life every day.

       After reading today's Gospel lesson, we could say the word
of the day from Matthew's Gospel is compassion.

       Compassion is one of those words we might hear a lot but
can forget its meaning. Compassion can be mistaken for other

https://youtu.be/T1fglNBtLQ8
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feelings like pity. Pity is when you listen to or notice the
suffering of someone else and think to yourself or say out loud
that you "feel sorry" for the person. This is not a disingenuous
emotion and it can lead to acts of charitable giving, like donating
to causes like food pantries and non-profit programs that help
people in need. There is nothing wrong with these actions, they
can help a lot of people. But they have a shadow side that keeps
the giver separated from the receiver. Pity lets you acknowledge
another's suffering while keeping one foot firmly in your place of
comfort or security and charity lets you feed another without
ever having to share their pangs of hunger or feel the concern
and worry of how they will get out of the situation that makes
hunger a regular part of their life. Pity and charity are not bad
feelings, and I am not trying to demean them. They can be
helpful in leading to first steps in recognizing the humanity,
need, and injustice suffered by fellow children of God and
making the changes needed to transform lives and our society
for the better. 
 
       My point is pity and charity aren't the same emotion as
compassion, which is the emotion Jesus felt in today's Gospel
and is the same emotion that motivated his presence and work
in today's Gospel.

       The word in the original Greek translated as compassion is a
word unique to the language, making it difficult to translate to
modern English. It is a word that can be translated literally as
"gut twisting", meaning it is a powerful emotion a person feels in
their deepest being, so much so that they may feel it physically
and emotionally. The English word compassion can be defined as
"suffering with". It is worth noticing that in today's Gospel we
read Jesus felt deep emotions, not only the positive emotions,
he also felt the suffering of others. He didn't feel sorry for them,
he didn't keep one foot carefully planted in the comfort of
knowing he wasn't like those who were suffering, and he didn't
let anything come between himself and the people he interacted
with.

       That's important to pay attention to because it tells a lot
about the Mystery of the Incarnation, of God becoming human
and dwelling with us, which is what Jesus is. As the Incarnation,
Jesus didn't show us a God who is distant, and feels sorry for
our suffering, but is instead deeply moved by our suffering and
feels it with us.

       We might ask how did Jesus get to this emotional place of
compassion? To encounter a large crowd and feel in his deepest
being their pain, their suffering, their hunger? Just before the
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section of Matthew's Gospel we read for today, Jesus had heard
the news that John the Baptist died, that he was murdered by
King Herod. This was a deep and tragic loss, as well as an abuse
of power and injustice, and Jesus responded by removing
himself from public, by going to a deserted place by himself to
pray. Perhaps his time alone was time to let the loss of John the
Baptist sink in, and to feel the pain of grief. As anyone who has
lost someone whether it was a friend, associate, spouse, or
family member can attest, grief is one of those deep emotions
that a person can feel in body, mind, heart, and soul. That is
why it is important to give yourself time to grieve and to be
gentle with those who are grieving.

       Those who have experienced grief might also have
experienced how grief can sometimes open your heart and mind
to recognize and empathize with others who suffer. Grief might
have its time of separation, but it can also be a bridge
connecting people together, especially people who share the
same kind of loss or suffering. That is why there are support
groups for people with terminal illnesses or people of loved ones
dying of diseases like cancer and other types of support groups.
Having a safe place or persons to share your grief with can be
healing and life giving.

       Which is perhaps why Jesus emerged from his own time
away to grieve with a heart of compassion for those who came
looking for him. I wonder if he thought they must be suffering
terribly to go to all the trouble and effort to find him in such a
deserted and lonely place? It seems when Jesus looked at the
crowd that found him, he felt closer to them, his grief had
matured into compassion, and he found himself suffering with
them.

       To suffer with someone is to give something of yourself,
which is what Jesus did when he healed the sick and is
something I am sure those who have given of themselves to
care for a loved one can relate to.

       Of course, there is more to today's Gospel. There is the
iconic miracle of Jesus feeding the five thousand. Lots of
churches base their feeding ministries on this miracle of Jesus.
And there is nothing wrong with that. It is inspiring. But there is
more to this story than food. Like the word of the day in the
television programs of my childhood, the feeding of the five
thousand is also Jesus showing his disciples then and those of us
who follow him today what compassion looks like.

       Perhaps the disciples had seen Jesus' acts of compassion in
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healing people and wanted to try their hand at being
compassionate, to show they care. So, they suggested Jesus
send the people away from the deserted place before it gets too
late for them to get something to eat. That is certainly a
hospitable idea. And I love how Jesus hears their idea and
suggestion, perhaps recognized the disciples' desire to be
compassionate, and takes what they gave him - their idea - and
then shows them and us the model for compassionate giving. He
received their idea, in a way blessing it by recognizing it, then
he broke their idea. He broke it wide open and then gave it back
to them when he said the people didn't have to leave to get
something to eat, the disciples could feed them. Did you notice
how the disciples balked when they said they couldn't do that
because they had so little? But Jesus took the little they had like
the idea that started this part of the Gospel, blessed it, broke it,
and shared it and not only was everyone filled, there were
leftovers.

       That's the heart of compassion: giving what we have to
Jesus, letting him bless it, break it, and give it back to us so that
we can share what we've been given. This model works on
things besides loaves and fish. It's what we did at Church of the
Good Shepherd with the 100 face masks given to us by Habitat
for Humanity. We opened the packages of ten masks, safely
packaged them individually and put them on the Tree of Giving
surrounded by the prayers on the Votive Prayer Hill in front of
the church building. This wasn't a charitable act. We aren't
feeling sorry for anyone. We shared what we had been given
because we all must wear face masks when we are in public. By
giving them away we are showing we are in this pandemic with
our neighbors; we really are in this together.

       If there ever was a time for compassion, this is it. This
pandemic is an unprecedented, weird, uncomfortable time. It is
causing change and change can bring about fear, grief, and
suffering. We may not all be suffering in the same way. Some
people may be struggling to adapt to the new mandates to social
distance and wear facial coverings. We need to understand
behind the anti-mask movements there may be deep unresolved
grief over a loss of a sense of control and comfort as habits,
routines, and a way of life has been changed. Yelling at people
to wear a mask or step back a few feet probably won't change
anyone's heart, but who knows what a little compassion might
do? Others might be suffering with the symptoms of COVID-19,
and blaming them won't cure them, but who knows what a little
compassion might do? There are people deeply grieving the loss
of loved ones to the virus, and it can't be hard to image how
much they need our compassion right now. Some people are just
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afraid, watching daily numbers of the infected rise and fall,
watching laws and decisions being made, and these changes
only increase their fear. How might we show compassion to the
fearful? And how might those who are feeling all these
emotions: frustration, anger, fear, grief, how might you show
compassion?

       I believe kindness is the first step to compassion. This is a
difficult time. The word unprecedented keeps being used
because none of us was prepared for a global pandemic. And
believe it or not, most of us are doing the best we can with what
we have. We are all struggling. No one knows the "right" thing
to do in every situation. All we can do is learn, listen, and try. So
whenever and however we encounter one another, let's
remember to be kind to each other. We may not be experiencing
this pandemic the same way, but we truly are all in it together.

       Today's Gospel shows us the next step to compassion. We
can invite Jesus and his Godly compassion into all this by giving
him all we have right now. Our ideas, our materials, our hopes,
our energy, our time, skills, our sense of humor, our face masks,
our facilities, our concerns, our love... whatever loaves and fish
we have... and let Jesus bless those things, break them wide
open, and give them back to us so that we can share them.
When we let compassion transform what we have, maybe what
seemed small, or not much, or not enough, will become more
than we imagined and might be the very thing needed right now.

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for our
rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the Rev.
Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David McCoy,
and for our ministry to students, the university, and the community. 



Good Shepherd E-News, 2 August 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=e53e5cca-c0fe-433e-ba4c-2bd0e3ff6145[8/6/2020 11:47:54 PM]

We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Mérida,
Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *    Alex T., Elena,
Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Chris Eaton, Norm Fox, Jan
Gault, Martha Hansgen, Hailey Luelloff, David Malawista, Abelardo and
Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe, Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and
family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert, Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark
Richardson, Jan Robison, Ann and James Sweeney, Laura Unger,
Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn, Sandi
White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Romaine Zahane,
Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care for them.

Anniversary:  Doug and Margaret Dygas (8/3), Jacob and Carolyn
Sheehan (8/6), Doug and Michele Parsons (8/8)

Birthdays: Marsha Reilly (8/2), Paul Hillard (8/7), Ana Martin (8/7),
Caitlin Schave (8/7)

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton.

* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is no
Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish full
names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by
himself.  But when the crowds heard it, they
followed him on foot from the towns.  When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them and cured their sick.  When it
was evening, the disciples came to him and said,
"This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late;
send the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves."  Jesus said
to them, "They need not go away; you give them
something to eat."  They replied, "We have nothing
here but five loaves and two fish."  And he said,
"Bring them here to me."  Then he ordered the

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#fd9a8f9c959c9090928a988f84bd9c9291d39e9290
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crowds to sit down on the grass.  Taking the five
loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven,
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them

to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken
pieces, twelve baskets full.  And those who ate were about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

Service Music for Sunday, August 2

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)
1.  Chorale-Prelude on "O welt
ich muss dich lassen" 
- J. C. Rinck 
Hymn 309: O Food to pilgrims
given

2.  Chorale-Prelude on the same
hymn (Hymn 309) - Johannes
Brahms

3. Suite for Organ on "Rendez a Dieu" - James Biery
Hymn 302: O bread of life from heaven

1. Prelude
2. Capriccio
3. Basse Ostinato
4. Toccata

Hymns for listening

https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeOnHymn309(2aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeOnHymn309(2aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeHymn309(2aug2020)JohannesBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/ChoralePreludeHymn309(2aug2020)JohannesBrahms.mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/SuiteForOrganOnHymn302(2aug2020).mp3
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1.   302   Father we thank thee  (Rendez a Dieu)

2.   309   O Food to pilgrims given  (O welt ich muss dich
lassen)

3.   761 (Wonder, Love, and Praise)  All who hunger gather
gladly

4.  709  O God of Bethel by whose hand thy people still are
fed (Dundee)

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

Flower beds at Ohio University Inn

https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=father+we+thank+thee#id=5&vid=1bbc2e0ae0a8b83fc74509245d4cb687&action=click
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=o+food+to+pilgrims+given#id=1&vid=dc96a327c1bc2775de5e47e9dcc7fdfb&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=all+who+hunger+gather+gladly#id=3&vid=3c3987740656bdb71e483c97505bfa17&action=view
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-Lkry-SF01&hsimp=yhs-SF01&hspart=Lkry&p=all+who+hunger+gather+gladly#id=3&vid=3c3987740656bdb71e483c97505bfa17&action=view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_036HxIYRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_036HxIYRw
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail at
[email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev. Deborah
Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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