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Good Shepherd E-News
(16 August 2020)
  
The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in
Athens, Ohio--seeking to know and serve Christ in
loving service to the campus, the community, and
the world.

Church Building and Office Reminder
CHURCH Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m. Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  Please knock.

The building remains closed.  

LESSONS for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - Genesis 45:
1-15; Psalm 133; Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-
28             http:www.lectionarypage.net
 

The Collect 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice
for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive
thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1103559742894
http://http/
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blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever.   Amen.
 

Please Include in Your Prayers 
In our world, we pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; we pray for peace with justice
throughout the Middle East.  We pray for the victims of the
coronavirus.  We pray for all people affected by natural and
environmental disasters.  We pray also for the people who are
suffering from war, especially all asylum seekers, immigrants and
refugees.  We pray for Donald, our president, and Mike, our Governor,
the Supreme Court and the members of Congress.

In our diocese, we pray for Thomas, our Diocesan Bishop, Kenneth
and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops. 
  
In our parish, we pray for Good Shepherd's continued growth, for
our rector, the Rev. Deborah Woolsey, for our Associate Priests, the
Rev. Leslie Flemming, the Rev. Katharin Foster, and the Rev. David
McCoy, and for our ministry to students, the university, and the
community.  We pray for our friends at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in
Mérida, Mexico.  

Those for whom our Prayers are Requested: *    Alex T., Belle,
Elena, Jan S, Laura, Miriam, Ruth G., Sharon, Winkie, Bill, Annie and
Kathleen, Robert Betz III, Louise Burton, Richard Carlson, Zelma
Coleman, Dick Dean, Caryl Docherty, Marsha Dutton, Chris Eaton,
Norm Fox, Jan Gault, Martha Hansgen, John Knouse, Hailey Luelloff,
David Malawista, Abelardo and Yolanda Moncayo, Monya Monroe,
Patricia Morrison, Andrea Mosier and family, Julie Nehls, Linda Nippert,
Lauren O'Brien, Dale Paul, Mark Richardson, Jan Robison, Laura
Unger, Michael Vaughn, Consuelo Walker and family, Emily Washburn,
Sandi White, Sandy White, June Wieman, Mildred Williams, Michael
Wootton, Romaine Zahane, Mark Zepplin, and we pray for all who care
for them.

Anniversary:   Chris Eaton and Marco Jerman (8/18), Charles and
Harolyn Brient (8/21), Terry and Betsy Wetmore (8/21)

Birthdays:   Suellen Denton (8/17), Hailey Luelloff (8/18)

Special Prayers for the Ridgecrest Center, Waco, Tx., home of Louise
Burton.
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* Full names for this section are normally not published online but since there is
no Sunday Bulletin or in-house 10:30 service for the time being we will publish
full names unless requested otherwise.  If you have a name to be added to the
prayer list, Lynn Graham maintains this information.  Lynn may be reached at 740-
593-5098 or [email protected].

 
The Gospel         Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28

[Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them,
"Listen and understand: it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what
comes out of the mouth that defiles." Then the
disciples approached and said to him, "Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?" He answered, "Every plant
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of
the blind. And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit." But Peter said to him,
"Explain this parable to us." Then he said, "Are
you also still without understanding? Do you not
see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,

and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions,
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are
what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile."]

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started
shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon." But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel." But she came and knelt before him, saying,
"Lord, help me." He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's
food and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus
answered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as
you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly.

   

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/cdn-cgi/l/email-protection#7017021118111d1d1f0715020930111f1c5e131f1d


Good Shepherd E-News, 16 August 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=0a06a188-422c-439d-8075-888c5f1f4f6a[8/17/2020 12:05:15 AM]

To watch a YouTube video of this 
week's sermon please click HERE.

   

 

Gospel Changes             
Jesus left that place and went away to the
district of Tyre and Sidon.  Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came
out and started shouting, "Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon." But he did not
answer her at all.  And his disciples came
and urged him, saying, "Send her away,
for she keeps shouting at us." He
answered, "I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel." But she
came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord,
help me." He answered, "It is not fair to
take the children's food and throw it to the
dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their

masters' table." Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, great is
your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her
daughter was healed instantly.  Matthew 15:21-28

          There is a lot in today's Gospel that can make us
uncomfortable and can be hard to hear.  Mostly because it
doesn't make Jesus look good, or at least, challenges the always
compassionate and caring image of Jesus many of us have been
taught.  One of the first things in today's Gospel that might
make us cringe is Jesus ignored the cries of a mother asking
him to heal her daughter even though she used messianic titles
to refer to Jesus.  We heard in today's Gospel that was how he
initially responded to her cries.  The disciples don't seem to be
uncomfortable with Jesus ignoring the woman.  They told him to
send her away because she was making them uncomfortable
with all her shouting. 

          We might be surprised Jesus responded by trying to do as
his disciples suggested, because that is not what happens in

https://youtu.be/JFmTDqd-Q60


Good Shepherd E-News, 16 August 2020

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1103559742894&ca=0a06a188-422c-439d-8075-888c5f1f4f6a[8/17/2020 12:05:15 AM]

other places in the Gospel. He told the woman he wasn't going
to help her because she wasn't Jewish, reminding her and us
that he came first to remind God's chosen people of their
purpose. Which was the understanding many scholars had about
the role of the Messiah. That is when the woman stopped
shouting, fell to her knees, and asked Jesus for help. Even when
she was at her most vulnerable, Jesus still said no. And he didn't
just say no, he called her a demeaning name, he called her a
dog, which I admit makes me feel uncomfortable.

          And I am not alone. There have been pages and pages
and pages of commentaries written that try to explain Jesus'
uncomfortable behavior. Some say he was tired others say he
was frustrated that people came to him for miracles but didn't
seem to care to understand what those miracles were pointing
to. Others say the Canaanites were another people who were
oppressing the Jewish people economically and culturally, so it
was a pretty common practice for Jews to call Canaanites dogs.
A few add that Jesus had a master plan for his ministry, that he
was going to include all the people in the world in the
redemption he was bringing but that wouldn't happen until after
his death and resurrection. Which is why scholars like N. T.
Wright claim here is a woman demanding Easter when Jesus
himself hasn't even gotten to Holy Week. She was making Jesus
uncomfortable by messing up his plan, by asking for something
before it was time. 

          All these explanations might help ease our discomfort
with Jesus' behavior a bit. But no matter how empathetic or
scholarly, these explanations can't take away the discomfort it
might cause that in today's Gospel Jesus changed his mind. The
idea of Jesus changing his mind might make some folks
uncomfortable because we tend to believe God is unchanging,
and if Jesus is the Son of God, we imagine Jesus would have
known everything God knows and therefore would not change. 

          Perhaps that logic, as comforting as it might be, isn't
Biblical. Because there are times in scripture when God changed
God's mind. My favorite is the story of Jonah. I'm sure you
remember the story of the prophet Jonah who God called to
travel to Nineveh and tell the people there that God was so
displeased with them God was going to destroy them and their
city. Most of the time I think we remember the first part of the
story, where Jonah went in the opposite direction God wanted,
so God sent a storm that got Jonah tossed into the sea where
he was swallowed by a great big fish. That is a fun detail we like
to debate or find so hard to believe we chalk it up as a children's
story and leave it. But there is more to Jonah than a big fish. 
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          Once he got to Nineveh, Jonah did as God asked. He told
the people they were in trouble. And the people listened to
Jonah. The king declared a city wide fast to show repentance.
Jonah didn't pay attention to that. He went outside the city to
watch it burn. But God did pay attention. And God changed
God's mind and spared the people of Nineveh. This did not sit
well with Jonah. After all, he had endured being in a fish belly
and all. He was upset with God because he thought God's
change of heart and mind made him look bad. But God
responded by showing Jonah God is God, and if God wants to
spare the lives of people and animals, especially when they
repent, that is God's prerogative, because ultimately God cares
for them. 

         So, we could say it is part of God's nature as God is
revealed in scripture to change. 

         But there are different kinds of change in the world. Many
of us are overwhelmed right now with all the changes that seem
to be happening all at once with the COVID-19 pandemic, the
renewed concern with systemic racism, and the changing world
of politics, just to name a few. And we can probably agree that
not all changes are good changes. Changes that cause harm,
job loss, illness, or death, for example. So, how do we discern
which changes are good?

         That's where today's Gospel comes in. Because the change
Jesus made was a change that didn't cause harm, it was life-
renewing to the woman's daughter and it was life-giving to the
woman who was an outsider who asked Jesus for help because
it showed Jesus heard her and allowed what she said to change
him. Scholars also note that from this point on in Matthew's
Gospel Jesus' message of who to bring the Good News to is no
longer limited to one group of people but is to all the people of
the world. That's a powerful change. It's a resurrection life
change. One that shows the redemption and restoration to
wholeness God intended for all people all along. And it shows
that God truly does desire to be in relationship with us, because
listening to each other and changing is part of the dynamic of
being in a loving relationship.

          While it can be uncomfortable seeing Jesus change his
mind, this event from Matthew's Gospel can be a powerful
reminder that if Jesus can change, then so can those of us who
follow him. Perhaps it even implies part of what it means to
follow Jesus is to be open to this kind of change, change that
reveals God's love to the world. 
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         This kind of change reminds me of a folk song from the
early 1970's called Gospel Changes. The chorus of the song
goes: "I listened to what the good book says and it makes good
sense to me, talking about reaping what you're sowing, and
people longing to be free, now we got new names and faces this
time around, Gospel changes are, still going down." The song
reminds me there is a kind of change that isn't simply good,
there is a type of on-going change that is holy, that is part of
the Kingdom of God, and it makes sense to me to call those
kinds of changes Gospel Changes. 

          As the global pandemic grinds on, many of us at Church
of the Good Shepherd realized we needed to make some Gospel
Changes to our ministries to adapt them to the changes the
pandemic has caused. So, our Wednesday Free Lunch feeding
program has changed from dining in our hall into being outside
offering a sack lunch to go. While it looks quite different, we are
still offering a free lunch to anyone who wants one, but with
fewer risks that could lead to transmission of the virus.
Likewise, our Sunday morning worship service must change so
we can gather with minimal risk by having the service outside,
doing Morning Prayer in place of Holy Eucharist, everyone wears
masks and stays at least six feet apart. Our coffee shop ministry
is also returning, but it too will be outside and to-go only. While
these changes might seem drastic, and they can make us
uncomfortable, they are changes we made in order to continue
to offer ways for people to connect in-person to the love of God
through Christ and one another here at Church of the Good
Shepherd during the pandemic. 

         These Gospel Changes might inspire us to look at other
areas in our lives where God might be calling us through the
cries of our neighbors to change. Perhaps this change might be
in how we view people who are different from ourselves, be they
different age, color, race, religion, gender, education level,
socio-economic status, sexual orientation, or identity. Perhaps
another way to view the change Jesus made was to listen to and
acknowledge the belovedness of people who are different. This
is the kind of change that could end racism, sexism, and so
many of the "isms" that unnecessarily divide humanity.

          Like all change, Gospel Changes can make us feel
uncomfortable. And when we feel uncomfortable, it is tempting
to ignore the discomfort, or try to get rid of it, like the disciples
did in today's Gospel. It is can also be tempting to fight or reject
the change. Jesus shows us Gospel Changes happen when we,
like Jesus, are willing to be in that discomfort and listen to what
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is causing us discomfort and with God's help we can see beyond
our comfort or lack thereof to the Holy in our midst. That is how
we can grow as followers of Christ and it is another way God's
Kingdom of God's redeeming, renewing, healing, joyful, life-
giving love grows deeper and more present here on earth. 

**  Here a link to the John Denver's song GOSPEL CHANGES
referenced in Mother Deborah's Sermon. 

Service Music for Sunday, August 16

Marsha Reilly, organ
(audio)

1.  Praeludium in A minor 
Clarence Eddy

2.  Meditation on "Lauda
Anima"  (Praise my soul the
King of Heaven - Hymn 410)

3.  Prelude and Fugue in G
major  Attributed to J.S. Bach

Hymns for listening
410  Praise my soul the King of Heaven

539  O Zion haste

371  Thou whose almighty word

470  There's  wideness in God's mercy

At-Home Worship
Christ Church Cathedral Cincinnati live-streams via Vemio its
services Sundays at 10 a.m.  These are saved and can be
watched later without having to log in. 
https://vimeo.com/event/4306

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHUDnfmcgvY
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PraeludiumInAMinor(16aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MeditationOnPraiseMySoul(16aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/MeditationOnPraiseMySoul(16aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeAndFugueInG(16aug2020).mp3
https://www.chogs.org/chogarchives/VideoAudio/PreludeAndFugueInG(16aug2020).mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIpf8rSJtn4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzgcoAot3KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saWB_W6vWnA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4kzHqCLMnU
https://vimeo.com/event/4306
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(DSO) "Doing church" during COVID19 -- The diocese maintains
a list of Episcopal Churches around Southern Ohio streaming
services.
http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/

Though the doors of the National Cathedral in Washington are
temporarily closed, like ours, there's much to explore at the the
Cathedral's online portal.  
https://cathedral.org/worship/

 

The Good Shepherd

In May 2019 the " The Good
Shepherd" icon written by
iconographer and friend of
the parish Kelly Latimore
was hung on the wall in the
sanctuary next to the pulpit
along with a shepherd's
crook.  A banner based on
this icon arrived just in time
for the outdoor service
Sunday.

To see more icons visit 
Kelly's website -
kellylatimoreicons.com

http://diosohio.org/doing-church-during-covid19/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
https://kellylatimoreicons.com/
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Contact Information
For pastoral needs, please contact The Rev. Deborah Woolsey at
937-689-8895 (cell) or 740-593-6877 (church), or by e-mail at
[email protected].  
 
To find out more about Good Shepherd and other matters, please
contact David Burton, Senior Warden, at 740-593-5634 or by e-mail
at [email protected]
 
For maintenance matters, please leave a note at the office
or contact Ted Foster, Junior Warden, at 740-593-8615 or by e-mail
at [email protected].  For emergencies, please call The Rev.
Deborah Woolsey at 937-689-8895.

NOTE: NON-emergency messages can be left on the church
answering machine (740-593-6877).

Note:
Pandemic Office Hours: 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.  Monday through
Thursday (until further notice).  The building is not open to the
public all other hours. The parish office administrator is Barbara
Martin (740-593-6877 or [email protected]).

  

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

    
64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701

740-593-6877  
[email protected]
www.chogs.org
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