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CHOGS E-news (3/22/11)
As Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, we
commit to know the common story, proclaim our
common faith, pray our common prayer, drink the
common cup, and serve the common good.  In the
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, this is our
common ministry.

Spiritual Food to Chew On
To use the cross of Jesus as a vehicle for making
sense of my suffering, a symbolic mediation
which gives my experience back to me newly
located and interpreted, is not necessarily an
illegitimate step to take.  But symbolic mediation
is a slippery matter:  if my interpretation simply stops at
this point, I risk turning the cross itself into a defense of my
position, a legitimation.  This is how the cross can be made
to serve an ideological purpose.  

Rowan Williams, Resurrection (Harrisburg, PA: Morehouse
Publishing, 1994), p. 78.  

Wed. Lenten Program   
We continue to meet on the Wednesdays of
Lent until and including April 13.  We are
offering Evening Prayer together at 5:30
p.m., followed by a simple supper of soup
and bread and a brief program.   All proceeds

benefit Good Shepherd's Outreach ministry.  To be involved
in cooking or cleanup, please sign up with A.J. Stack
(gastack@gmail.com) or Lois Wagner (loiswgn@gmail.com). 

Birthday Celebration for Julie
Nehls (Mar. 26) 

On Saturday, March 26, from 2 to 4 p.m.,
there will be a reception in honor of Julie
Nehls' ninetieth birthday, at the church,
downstairs in Nehls Hall.   Everyone is
invited to join in this joyous occasion.   At
Julie's insistence, "Cards only. No gifts."  
 

Because we anticipate a lot of people, including out of town
guests, we do ask that those who are able to do so legally
park on the street or in University lots and that people try
to carpool to the church.   
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Samaritan city called
Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob
had given to his son
Joseph. Jacob's well
was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his
journey, was sitting
by the well. It was
about noon. 
A Samaritan woman
came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her,
"Give me a drink."
(His disciples had
gone to the city to
buy food.) The
Samaritan woman
said to him, "How is
it that you, a Jew, ask
a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?"
(Jews do not share
things in common
with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her,
"If you knew the gift
of God, and who it is
that is saying to you,
`Give me a drink,'
you would have asked
him, and he would
have given you living
water." The woman
said to him, "Sir, you
have no bucket, and
the well is deep.
Where do you get that
living water? Are you
greater than our
ancestor Jacob, who
gave us the well, and
with his sons and his
flocks drank from it?"
Jesus said to her,
"Everyone who drinks
of this water will be
thirsty again, but
those who drink of
the water that I will
give them will never
be thirsty. The water
that I will give will
become in them a

Congratulations to Gifford
Doxsee 
We've received word that Gifford is to be inducted into the
Ohio Senior Citizens Hall of Fame on May 26, 2011 at 1
p.m. at the Capitol Theater in Downtown Columbus.   Good
Shepherd was one of many, many community organizations
that nominated Gifford for the award. 
 
Gifford will be leaving for Liberia soon.  Please keep him and
the delegation from Southern Ohio in your prayers.  He tells
me that a few people have expressed concern grounded in
mistaking Liberia, which is in West Africa, with Libya, which
is in North Africa and which has been in the news of late
with armed conflict and a no fly zone.  Though it has had its
own recent Civil War, Liberia has entered into a period of
relative stability and by the grace of God is rebuilding. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Private confession with priestly absolution is available by
appointment (593-6877; gsrector@gmail.com) throughout
the year and is especially appropriate during Lent.  In the
Episcopal Church, this is not strictly required and is
generally used for sins which trouble the conscience or lead
to significant roadblocks in our relationships with God and
each other.  The rule of thumb is that "None must, all may,
some should."   

Book Study:  An Altar in the
World  
At 9 a.m., in the Sundays in Lent and continuing into
Eastertide, we will be discussing Barbara Brown Taylor's An
Altar in the World:  A Geography of Faith.  Published in
2008, this New York Times Bestseller is by an Episcopal
priest and Professor of Religion at Piedmont College in
Georgia, who widely regarded as one of the finest preachers
in the United States.  Taylor discusses spiritual practices and
disciplines in a down to earth, inviting way.  Topics include
vision, reverence, incarnation, groundedness, wilderness,
community, vocation, sabbath, physical labor, breakthrough,
prayer, and benediction.   Several copies will be available for
purchase from Fr. Bill for $10.  

A Call for Donations:  Online
Outreach Booksale   
 

Over the past two months, I have been selling
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spring of water
gushing up to eternal
life." The woman said
to him, "Sir, give me
this water, so that I
may never be thirsty
or have to keep
coming here to draw
water." 
Jesus said to her, "Go,
call your husband,
and come back." The
woman answered
him, "I have no
husband." Jesus said
to her, "You are right
in saying, `I have no
husband'; for you
have had five
husbands, and the one
you have now is not
your husband. What
you have said is true!"
The woman said to
him, "Sir, I see that
you are a prophet.
Our ancestors
worshiped on this
mountain, but you say
that the place where
people must worship
is in Jerusalem." Jesus
said to her, "Woman,
believe me, the hour
is coming when you
will worship the
Father neither on this
mountain nor in
Jerusalem. You
worship what you do
not know; we worship
what we know, for
salvation is from the
Jews. But the hour is
coming, and is now
here, when the true
worshipers will
worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for
the Father seeks such
as these to worship
him. God is spirit, and

books on line for the benefit of the Outreach
Committee and the Maintenance Reserve
Sinking Fund. Given the number of books listed,

this project has met with considerable success.
 
I would like to continue selling books on line for Good
Shepherd's benefit, but I need support. I also need more
books. The retired librarians in the parish - Ted, Katharin,
and Anne for starters -are happy to sort through books you
might like to contribute to this project and get them to me.
 
What type of books are we looking for? As I recall once
saying, "The more arcane, the better." Plato is fine, but Plato
in Greek is even better. A Lonely Planet Guide to Italy is
good, but a 1904 Baedeker's to Italy would pry a buyer's
purse wide open. Biographies sell well, as do books on
religion, theology, and philosophy. There is also a market for
literary works of non-European areas, such as the Middle
East, South Asia, the Far East, Latin America, and Africa.
 
Basically, we are looking for nonfiction books. They can be
current titles. They can also be older books which you just
haven't gotten around to dealing with. So far, it looks as if
obscure subject matter is not a problem with on line buyers.
 
Again, please note that book sale proceeds will be split
evenly between our Outreach Ministry and our Maintenance
Reserve Sinking Fund. Books that cannot be sold on line will
be offered at our "table" book sale in the fall. Books
remaining after that will be donated to the Friends of the
Athens Public Library.
 
By divesting yourself of the "gently exercised" scholarly and
specialty books you no longer need, you can make room on
your shelf for new books and Good Shepherd will benefit
from the on line sales. What a deal!
 
On behalf of the Outreach Committee, I thank you for your
support.
 
                 Sincerely,
 
                 Jack Flemming

Good Earth Farm:  An Open
Invitation to All  
Volunteer opportunities are available throughout
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those who worship
him must worship in
spirit and truth." The
woman said to him, "I
know that Messiah is
coming" (who is
called Christ). "When
he comes, he will
proclaim all things to
us." Jesus said to her,
"I am he, the one who
is speaking to you." 
Just then his disciples
came. They were
astonished that he was
speaking with a
woman, but no one
said, "What do you
want?" or, "Why are
you speaking with
her?" Then the
woman left her water
jar and went back to
the city. She said to
the people, "Come
and see a man who
told me everything I
have ever done! He
cannot be the
Messiah, can he?"
They left the city and
were on their way to
him. 
Meanwhile the
disciples were urging
him, "Rabbi, eat
something." But he
said to them, "I have
food to eat that you
do not know about."
So the disciples said
to one another,
"Surely no one has
brought him
something to eat?"
Jesus said to them,
"My food is to do the
will of him who sent
me and to complete
his work. Do you not
say, `Four months

the week and throughout the year.  Come help
God feed the hungry!   Our Tuesday Eucharist
and community meal continues year round at
5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.  Come celebrate the
deep connection between food, faith, and God's abundant
hospitality.   For a ride, please contact Fr. Bill
(gsrector@gmail.com).  He is available most Tuesdays at 5,
to drive people to the farm, which is near town on Armitage
road.
 

Wednesday Lunch Report
On March 16, the free Wednesday lunch served
84 servings of nutritious food to 67 people.  

Helpers included Chris Eaton, Lynn Graham,
Joanne Larson, Marylea Lombard, and Lois Wagner.

Please remember the hungry in our community in your
prayers.  To get involved in one of the four lunch teams,
please speak to Phyllis Dean, Joanne Larson, Jan Gault, or
Pat Grean.

In Our Prayers
 
In our world, we pray for peace with justice
throughout North Africa and the Middle East, and
in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  We pray also for
the people of Japan, New Zealand and Haiti.  For
Gifford Doxsee and our diocesan delegation to

Liberia.  For Connie Jo McCarroll and her medical mission in
Guatemala.   For the people of Liberia and Guatemala. 
 
In our diocese, we pray for Christ Church, Dayton; St.
Andrew's, Dayton; and St. George's, Washington Township.
 
In our parish, we pray for the Altar Guild, for the Cursillo
community, and for Laura Dukes, our parish auditor.   
 
Those for Whom our Prayers are Requested: David
Albright, Tom McNairy and John Swinney, deployed
overseas, the Adkins family, William and Mary Barte,  Jean
Botts, Sharon Carroll, Peg Cohn, Mike Dreahill, Jim Hoon,
John, Jennifer and Daniel Kibler-McCabe, Myrl Knowlton,
Mike McCarroll, Jim Mowery, Shalyn Nelson,  Len Pikaart,
Gregory Proctor, Faye Reeve, Elizabeth Sayrs, Larry Smith,
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more, then comes the
harvest'? But I tell
you, look around you,
and see how the fields
are ripe for
harvesting. The reaper
is already receiving
wages and is
gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may
rejoice together. For
here the saying holds
true, `One sows and
another reaps.' I sent
you to reap that for
which you did not
labor. Others have
labored, and you have
entered into their
labor." 
Many Samaritans
from that city
believed in him
because of the
woman's testimony,
"He told me
everything I have
ever done." So when
the Samaritans came
to him, they asked
him to stay with
them; and he stayed
there two days. And
many more believed
because of his word.
They said to the
woman, "It is no
longer because of
what you said that we
believe, for we have
heard for ourselves,
and we know that this
is truly the Savior of
the world."

Nancy Thomas, Tom Tiller, Jared Weinfurtner, Arvin Wells,
Hollis Wright and we pray for all who care for them.
 
Birthdays: Julie Nehls (3/27), Amy Larson Dinger (3/29),
Jody Smith (4/2).
     

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
The Holy Eucharist

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Every other Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Lindley Inn Assisted Living Facility.

Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Good Earth Farm (rides available).
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