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This Sunday's Gospel

John 20:19-31

When it was evening
on that day, the first
day of the week, and
the doors of the
house where the
disciples had met
were locked for fear

CHOGS E-news (4/26/11)
As Episcopalians in the Diocese of Southern Ohio, we
commit to know the common story, proclaim our
common faith, pray our common prayer, drink the
common cup, and serve the common good.  In the
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, this is our
common ministry.

Spiritual Food to Chew On
'Tis the spring of souls today:  Christ hath burst
his prison, and from three days' sleep in death as
a sun hath risen; all the winter of our sins, long
and dark, is flying from his light, to whom we
give laud and praise undying.

John of Damascus, tr. John Mason Neale (Hymn 199. "Come
ye faithful raise the strain.") 

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!   
Thanks to all who helped make our Holy Week and Easter
liturgies so splendid.  Thanks also to those who helped with
the Easter breakfast and afternoon potluck.   Our
celebration continues for fifty full days.  The Lord is risen
indeed!

Parish Forum: Blessing of Same
Sex Unions (May 15)  
A Note from the Rector:  It has now been about a year
and a half since Bishop Breidenthal announced his intention
to permit the blessing of same sex unions in the Diocese of
Southern Ohio.   A. J. Stack and I were heavily involved
with the work of the task force the bishop convened to
implement this change in policy.  A. J. helped write the
liturgy, and I am the principal author of the theological
rationale, both of which are available here.   The bishop is
requiring priests who wish to bless such unions to have a
conversation with their vestry or mission council and with
the parish as a whole.  It is my intention to have this
conversation at a parish-wide forum after the 10:30 a.m.
Eucharist on Sunday, May 15, with any needed follow up
with the vestry to occur at its May 19 meeting.   
 
I do want to be clear that we are not putting this decision
up for a vote.  The purpose of our conversation, which I
hope will include out LGBT members of the parish, is to
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of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood
among them and
said, "Peace be with
you." After he said
this, he showed them
his hands and his
side. Then the
disciples rejoiced
when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to
them again, "Peace
be with you. As the
Father has sent me,
so I send you." When
he had said this, he
breathed on them
and said to them,
"Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of
any, they are
retained."
But Thomas (who
was called the Twin),
one of the twelve,
was not with them
when Jesus came. So
the other disciples
told him, "We have
seen the Lord." But
he said to them,
"Unless I see the
mark of the nails in
his hands, and put
my finger in the
mark of the nails and
my hand in his side,
I will not believe."
A week later his
disciples were again
in the house, and
Thomas was with
them. Although the
doors were shut,
Jesus came and
stood among them
and said, "Peace be
with you." Then he
said to Thomas, "Put
your finger here and
see my hands. Reach
out your hand and
put it in my side. Do
not doubt but
believe." Thomas
answered him, "My
Lord and my God!"

understand as best as possible the full range of pastoral
implications of the decision to proceed.  As the rector, that
decision does ultimately rest with me, and it should be no
surprise to anyone that I intend to go forward.  I would note
that this is consistent with a longstanding commitments of
our parish and of the Episcopal Church.  I understand that
not all members necessarily agree with this policy.   Part of
the reason to have this conversation now is that same sex
unions, like other sacred unions, are potential occasions to
share the Gospel with all who witness these unions.   I want
to do what is required, so that I will be in a position to
consider requests to officiate at such unions as they arise.   
 
In Christ,
 
Bill 
 

Evening String Quartets (May 21)
On Saturday, May 21 at 7:30 p.m., Good Shepherd is
hosting an evening of string quartets.  The program includes
Beethoven Op. 74, Copland "Movement," and Schubert
"Death and the Maiden."  Performers include Naha Greenholz
and Christina McGann (violins), Esme Allen-Creighton
(viola), and Michael Carrera (cello).  There is a suggested
donation of $5. 

Booksale Update  
 
As many of you know, I have been selling books on Amazon
that you have donated to Good Shepherd. I would like to
report how it has been going so far. So far 23 books have
been sold for a net profit, after all expenses of about
$181.00.
 
I am very pleased with sales so far, but they have been
slowing down. This is because the pool of books for sale is
shrinking. If you have good quality books that you would
like to donate to Good Shepherd for this purpose, we are in
a position to receive them. Scholarly books seem to do
especially well.
 
I check out every book that I receive, and those can be sold
on Amazon are listed. The rest are being stored for our
table sale this fall. Books left after that will be donated to
the Friends of the Athens Public Library.
 
Thank you for your support.
 
                                                       Jack Flemming

Good Earth Farm:  An Open
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Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed
because you have
seen me? Blessed
are those who have
not seen and yet
have come to
believe."
Now Jesus did many
other signs in the
presence of his
disciples, which are
not written in this
book. But these are
written so that you
may come to believe
that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of
God, and that
through believing you
may have life in his
name.
 

Invitation to All  
Volunteer opportunities are available throughout
the week and throughout the year.  Come help
God feed the hungry!   Our Tuesday Eucharist
and community meal continues year round at
5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.  Come celebrate the
deep connection between food, faith, and God's abundant
hospitality.   For a ride, please contact Fr. Bill
(gsrector@gmail.com).  He is available most Tuesdays at 5,
to drive people to the farm, which is near town on Armitage
road.
 

Wednesday Lunch Report
On April 20, the free Wednesday lunch served
123 servings of nutritious food to 103 people.  

Helpers included Don Frazier, Lynn Graham,
Joanne Larson, Joanne Worstall, and Lois Wagner.

Please remember the hungry in our community in your
prayers.  To get involved in one of the four lunch teams,
please speak to Phyllis Dean, Joanne Larson, Jan Gault, or
Pat Grean.

In Our Prayers
 
 
In our world, we pray for peace with justice
throughout North Africa and the Middle East, and in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  We pray also for the people
of Haiti, Guatemala, Japan, Liberia and New Zealand.

 
In our diocese, we pray for the Indian Hill parish; Christ Church,
Ironton; St. John's, Lancaster; and St. Patrick's, Lebanon.
 
In our parish, we pray for the Worship Committee, the New
Member Ministry, and the Building and Grounds Committee.
 
Those for Whom our Prayers are Requested: David Albright,
Tom McNairy and John Swinney, deployed overseas, the Adkins
family, William and Mary Barte,  Jean Botts, Jane Calhoun-Brown,
Sharon Carroll, Peg Cohn, Mike Dreahill, Peggy Goodacre, George
Igbare, Ron and Ginnie Isele, Myrl Knowlton, Mike McCarroll, Jim
Mowery, Shalyn Nelson, Len Pikaart, Gregory Proctor, Faye Reeve,
Joan DaCosta Robinson, Elizabeth Sayrs, Larry Smith, Nancy
Thomas, Tom Tiller, Joe Umueroh, Jared Weinfurtner, Arvin Wells,
Hollis Wright and we pray for all who care for them.
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Birthdays: Anna Hyatt (5/1), J. Renard Phillips (5/1), A J Stack
(5/1), Jane Paynter (5/4), Lois Wagner (5/5), Therese Lackey (5/6),
Anne Braxton (5/7), Adam Gustafson (5/7), Jane Palmer (5/7)     
   
The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in
thanksgiving for my daughter Connie Gilkey's birthday by Lois
Wagner
 
For those who died: Wil Chandler and Mary Lou Eaton. 
 

The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd
Seeking and Serving Christ in All Persons

 
The Holy Eucharist

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Every other Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Lindley Inn Assisted Living Facility.

Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Good Earth Farm (rides available).

64 University Terrace, Athens OH 45701
740-593-6877; gsrector@gmail.com

www.chogs.org
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