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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

I. Call to Order 
January 15, 1995 

II. Opening Prayers: The Rector 

III. Acceptance of Minutes of the Last Annual Meeting (1994) 

IV. Acceptance of Reports by Title: 

Rector 
Senior Warden 
Junior Warden 
Deacons 
Standing Committees 
Library 

Church Service League 

Altar Guild 

Provost 


V. Elections: Report of l'\ominating Committee: Robert Daniel 

VI. Appreciations: 

A. Retiring Vestry Members 
B. Church Staff 

VII. Parish Treasurer's Report 

A. ~ Report for 1994 
B. Presentation of the Budget for 1995 

VIII. 	 Announcements 
UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS AND DATES 

January 22 - Athens Ecumenical Service 

January 28 - Day-Away: Burr Oak 

March 1 - Ash Wednesday Lenten Series 

March 8 - Journey-in-faith 

March 15 - Journey-in-faith 

March 22 - Journey-in-faith 

March 29 - Journey-in-faith 

April 9 - Palm Sunday 

April 13 - Maundy Thursday 

April 14 - Good Friday 

April 16 - Easter Sunday 


IX. Other Business 

X. Adjournment: The Lord's 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


In July, 1875, it is recorded an Episcopal Sunday School met at the Ohio University Chapel. 
Shortly thereafter the Mite Society was organized, and the Rev. Mr.Haskins of 
Brooklyn, New York, preached at a 10:30 a.m. service at the same chapel, presumably 
the first Episcopal service held in Athens. This year, also marked the beginning of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio under the Episcopate of Bishop Thomas Augustus Regular 
services were held at different intervals until 1881, and then suspended until after the turn of 
the century. 

On April 16, 1907, the Hocking Valley Mission was formed. Athens at that time was the 
smallest of three small metropolitan centers in the Hocking Valley; the others being Logan and 
Nelsonville. The Episcopal mission, along with Good Shepherd, included St. Paul's Logan; 
Epiphany, Nelsonville; Trinity, McArthur; and st. Jackson (now defunct). The 
worshipping Episcopal community in Wellston elected to join with the mission in Jackson since 
it seemed to have more of a future than the Athens Church. 

For the following fifty years Good Shepherd mission was served by priests-in-charge, some 
staying for brief periods of a year or two, others for longer spans of time. Eleven different clergy 
(men) were responsible for the spiritual leadership of the mission until it assumed parish 
status in 1958. 

After meeting in various locales such as the Presbyterian Church; the basement of 
Hall, now the School of Journalism; and the Ohio University Fine Arts Building, later known 
as "Music " the first church building was constructed at East State and Carpenter Streets 
where the Kenney Wesleyan Church now sits. Purchase of the land, at a cost of $2000, was 
made on June 5, 1913, but the cornerstone was not placed until four years later on May 27, 1917. 
The church was officially dedicated in October, 1920, by Bishops Vincent and Reese. The 
Athens M.essenger reported "the church was beautifully decorated with colorful fall flowers for 
the occasion, and a quartet closed the service with an appropriate vocal selection." Good 
Shepherd was said to be "one of the finest small structures in the city." 

In the early 1950s with the support of Bishop Henry Hobson, and the assistance of a diocesan
wide college buildi.ng fund, money was raised to relocate and construct the present building on 
University Terrace in order to develop a parish-based ministry. Bishop Hobson laid the corner 
stone of the "new church" on November 2, 1952, and six years later Good Shepherd was 
admitted as a parish into union with the Diocese of Southern Ohio. The Rev. Phil Porter thus 
became the first rector that year. 

Four other rectors have served the church since then. The Rev. William Black, VII Bishop of 
Southern Ohio, had tenure from 1972 to 1973. Dr. Morgan, the present rector, came from a 
parish in greater Boston, :vIassachusetts, in 1979. 

In recent years the church has developed a special ministry to international students. Two 
visiting Nigerian priests have fully participated in the parish's life while pursuing graduate 
studies at Ohio University. Good Shepherd has also been a seminal church for persons entering 
the ordained ministry. Two deacons, and three seminarians have been sponsored by the parish 
within the past decade. In addition, several curates, assistants, and associated have 
been thoroughly integrated into the on-going life of the parish. It can be said that Bishop 
Hobson's early "vision" has been realized as Good Shepherd now views and describes itself as 
the "Episcopal Church on the campus of Ohio University." 

'''r, 

http:buildi.ng















































