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WELCOME 


In the Name of Christ, the Good Shepherd, and of this parish, 
welcome to this annual festival oflessons and music, set in the context of the 
Church's ancient liturgy of vespers, with the lighting of lamps, beautiful 
music, and the evening sacrifice of prayer. We hope that the worship we 
offer to the glory of God will help us all prepare for the coming of the Prince 
ofPeace. In the words of one of our Advent Carols: 

The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; Go 
forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. The marriage feast is 
waiting; the gates wide open stand. Arise, 0 heirs of glory, the 
bridegroom is at hand. 

Soon, our season of waiting will be over, and the Son of God will come 
among us, full of grace and truth. If you are looking for a church home or 
would simply like to experience the joy of Christmas, we warmly invite you 
to join us for the holy days to come. 

We will celebrate Christmas Eve at 4:00 p.m. (simple, come as you 
are communion service with singing and a story for children) and at 10:30 
p.m. (Festival Eucharist of the Nativity, with prelude music beginning at 
10:00 p.m.). 

Until then, may the stark beauty of this holy season give us time to 
watch, wait, and prepare for the Love about to be revealed. Surely, he is 
very near to us. "Let every heart prepare him room." 

Advent Festival of Lessons and Music 

This service is framed on ancient precedent and has been used in similar 
form at King's College, Cambridge, England. The order of service includes 
old liturgical forms that vividly express the Church's preparation for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus. It moves from darkness to light, from the Fall of 
Adam and Eve to the Annunciation to Mary. Between the Lessons are sung 
carols and anthems to praise the goodness of our God, and voice the joy and 
worship of us all at the coming of God's Holy Child. 

Following the service, please join us downstairs, in Nehls Hall, for 
a reception and Holiday House. 



Prelude: 	0 come, 0 come Emmanuel Hal Hopson 
Prepare the Way, 0 Zion Robert Powell 
Savior ofthe nations come (Nun komm der Heiden heiland) J. S. Bach 
Three Advent Sonatas Dietrich Buxtehude 
Rejoice, rejoice, Believers Robert Buckley Farlee 

The choir sings the following 

An Advent Responsory 	 John Brooks 

I look from afar. And 10, I see the power ofGod coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 
Go ye out to meet him and say; Tell us, art thou he that shall come to reign over thy people Israel. 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another. Go ye out to meet him and say: here 0 thou 
shepherd ofIsrael. Thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Tell us, art thou he that should come? 
Stir up thy strength, 0 Lord, and come to reign over thy people IsraeL Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

This portion qfour liturgy comes from the Book qfCommon Prayer (BCP), beginning on p. 109. 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

The people stand at the sound ofthe bell. 

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The officiant reads the short lesson and prays the collect 

Short Lesson 	 Luke 12:35-37 

Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works ofdarkness~ and put on the 
armor oflight, now in the time ofthis mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

During the candle lighting and in procession the choir sings 

Phos hilaron 	 setting by Richard Proulx 

o gracious light, pure brightness of the everlasting Father in heaven, 0 Jesus 
Christ, holy and blessed. Now as we come to the setting ofthe sun and our eyes 
behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, 0 God. Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices. 0 Son of God, 
o giver of life and to be glorified through all the worlds. 

A Bidding prayer 

The Lord's Prayer 



THE LESSONS 


The people sit for the lessons, remain seated for the portions ofthe liturgy sung by the choir, and stand for 
hymns sung by the entire congregation. The response following each lesson is: 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The First Lesson: Genesis 3:1-15 Reader: Kate Cottrill 

Carol: Adam lay ybounden English Carol arr. Mark Schweizer 

Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond. Four thousand winter thought he not too long. And all 
was for an apple, an apple that he took. As clerkes finden, written in their book. Ne had the apple 
taken been, ne had never our Lady a been heavn-e queen. Blessed be the time that apple taken 
was. Therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias 

The Second Lesson: Isaiah 64: 1-9a Reader: Jack Flemming 

Carol: Jacob's Ladder English carol, arr. Stephen Darlington 

1. As Jacob with travel was weary one day 2. This ladder is long, it is strong and well-made 
At night on a stone for a pillow he lay; Has stood hundreds ofyears and is not yet decayed; 
He saw in a vision a ladder so high Many millions have climbed it and reach'd Sion's hill 
That its foot was on earth and its top in the sky. And thousands by faith are climbing it still 

3. Come, let us ascend! All may climb it who will; 4. And when we arrive at the haven of rest 
For the angels ofJacob are guarding it still: We shall hear the glad words, "Come hither, ye blest 
And remember each step that by faith we pass o'er, Here are regions of light, here are mansions of bliss, 
Some prophet or martyr hath trod it before. 0 who would not climb such a ladder as this? 

The people join in singing the following hymn, singing the stanzas as indicated All sing the refrain after 
each stanza. 

Hymn: 0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel 

I. Solo: 0 corne, 0 corne, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee. 0 Israel! 

2. All: 0 corne, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; to us the path of 
knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. (Refrain) 

3. Women: 0 corne, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, free them from Satan's tyranny; that trust thy 
mighty power to save, and give them victory o'er the grave. (Refrain) 

4. Men: 0 come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; disperse the 
gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight (Refrain) 

5. All: 0 come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; bid thou our sad divisions 
cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. (Refrain) 

The Third Lesson: Revelation 21:22-22:5,12,13 Reader: Alex Buckley 

Anthem: La, in the time appointed Healey Willan 

Lo, in the time appointed the Lord will come; the mountains and the hills shall break forth into 
singing and all the trees ofthe field shall clap their hands for the Lord God shall come into his 
everlasting kingdom. And upon the throne ofDavid shall he reign for ever. Alleluia 



The Fourth Lesson: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Reader: Roland Swardson 

Anthem: The King shall come when morning dawns Kentucky Harmony 
Arr. George Mabry 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks; when beauty gilds the 
eastern hills and life to joy awakes. 

Not as ofold a little child to bear, and fight, and die, but crowned with glory like the sun that 
lights the morning sky. 

The King shall come when morning dawns and earth's dark night is past; 0 haste the rising of that 
mom, the day that e'er shall last; 

And let the endless bliss begin, by weary saints foretold, when right shall triumph over wrong, and 
truth shall be extolled 

The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings: Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy 
people pray, come quickly, King of Kings 

The Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 Reader: Pat Grean 

Anthem: 0 divine Messiah Dale Grotenhuis 

o come, divine Messiah, the world in silence waits the day when hope shall sing its triumph and 
sadness shall flee away. Dear Savior haste! Come to earth. Dispel the night and show your face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. Joy shall come even to the wilderness, and the parched land 
shall then know great gladness; as the rose shall deserts like a garden blossom. For living springs 
shall give cool water; in the desert streams shall flow. You come in peace and meekness and 
lowly will your cradle be; all clothed in human weakness shall we your blessed Godhead see. 

The people stand and singfrom the blue Hymnal 

Hymn 67 Comfort, comfort ye my people (tune: Psalm 42) 
There will be an instrumental interlude between each stanza. 

The Sixth Lesson: Micah 5:2-4 Reader: A. J. Stack 

Carol: Cherry Tree Carol English carol, arr. Stephen Cleobury 

Joseph was an old man, and an old man was he, when he wedded Mary in the land ofGalilee. 
Joseph and Mary walked through an orchard good where was cherries and berries so red as any 
blood. 0 then bespoke Mary, so meek and 0 so mild "Pluck me one cherry, Joseph; for 1 am with 
child." 0 then bespoke Joseph, with words most unkind "Let him pluck thee a cherry that brought 
thee with child." 0 then bespoke the baby within his mother's womb. "Bow down then the tallest 
tree for my mother to have some." Then bowed down the highest tree unto his mother's hand; 
then she cried, "See Joseph., 1 have cherries at command." 0 then bespoke Joseph, "I have done 
Mary wrong: But cheer up my dearest and be ye not cast down'" Then Mary plucked a cherry, as 
red as any blood. Then Mary went she homewards all with her heavy load. 

The Seventh Lesson: Zephaniah 3:14-18 Reader: Sarah Parker-Clever 

Anthem: Hosanna to the son ofDavid Tomas de Luis Victoria 

Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He that cometh in the name ofthe Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

The people stand and singfrom the blue Hymnal 

Hymn 59: Hark a thrilling voice is sounding (Merton) 








